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ECHANGES ET MOUVEMENT 

International meeting 

In no. 18 of Echanges it is proposed to 
ho1d a meeting in France from the Ist to the 
4th of November. A circu1ar letter adressed 
to aIl comrades in Europe contains the fo1- 
lowing points for discussion: 
- strugghs in France and in the wor1d 
'. (using texts on the strugg1es in France, 
,lGreat Britain, Germany,' Ita1y and the 
brochure on Spain); 
capitalism and new production techniques - 
wor1d strategy and restructuring. Role of 
western capitalism in the deve10pment .of 
capital in the rest of the wor1d. 

- shou1d "The New Mouvement" be rewritten? 

These suggestions have been criticised: 

An Eng1ish comrade objects to the rigid and 
traditiona1 form proposed which seems to ex 
c1ude those who don't bring their texts with 
them. The meeting shou1d be opportunity to 
compare persona1 experiences rather than to 
diseuss theoretica1 prob1ems. 

A Dutch comrade has sent the fo110wing 1et 
ter: "First 1 think the subjects are too 
big, perhaps because there are still not 
enough texts. 'But 1 think one shou1d speak 
after reading texts with different points 
of view, facts and a c1ear position on the 
prob1em. So J am preparing a text on the 
brochure "Le Nouveau Mouvement" by Henri 
Simon. Then w~ Shoij~4 ask everyone who comes 
why they want to come: i t Ls not a super « 
f1uous question if you remember the discus 
sions in Strasbourg with the Ita1ians and 
Germans, who seemed to be there in order to 
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try our patience. A fair1y precise agenda 
so that everyone must choose a subject 
which he specifica11y wants to discuss. 
Then 1 think that the relationship betweEm 
Echanges subscribers and the others at the 
'meeting cou1d be more free: the subjects 
shou1d inc1ude an invitation for everyone 
who has something to sayon these subjects 
which are not our territory but which are 
the activity and the thought of many. 
Do you know people with interesting ideas 
whom we could invite? Of course they will 
need texts but that is a condition for 
the whole meeting. A 1ast question concerns 
the purpose of the meeting. One cal1 it 
"discussion" but at Strasbourg it seemed 
to me that the object was to col1ect texts 
for new pamphlets. The texts shoud be 
ready before the meeting: the results of 
the discussions cou1d produce a new text, 
as introduction, ana1ysis, rethinking on 
some questions etc •••• " 

Contacts between french and dutch comrades 
have estab1ished that the texts we had in 
mind were not ready by the end of septem 
ber and it wou1d be impossible for prae~ 
tica1 reasons to circulate them before 
the meeting. 
Further the French groups "Tlléorie Commu 
niste" and"P 1 C" proposed attending the 
meeting but without explaining why they 
wanted to attend. ' . 
For these reaSOns it seemed opportune ta 
postpone the meeting. The new date sug 
ges t ed is Easi:er 1980 (5,6,7,8 April),.. 
still in Paris. .' 
Bulletin no. 20 and fOl10wing will include 
the correspondence concerning the. meeting; .- _--- . .....,_ ... - .... -.-- _ 

-..._ 



as far as possible the texts will be sent to 
a1I subscribers (some cou Id even be dis tri 
buted in another way). 

Publications 

"The refusa1 of work" - facts and discussions 
English translation of "Le refus du trvail" 
(the french edition is sold out). Price 70 
pence; orders to Echanges/London. 

"Espagne: de l'antifranquisme à l'après 
franquisme -illusions politiques et lutte 
de classe" by Cajo Brende1s Henri Simon a.o. 
In French for 10 FF (postage inc1uded); 
orders to Echanges Paris/London. 

Apuntas Sobre La Autonomia Obrera (avai1ab1e 
from "Etcétera, Apartado de correos 1363, 
Barcelona). Besides an introduction this 
pamphlet con tains translations into Spanish 
of "Le Nouveau Mouvement", of a text of 
Co11egamenti no. 1 on the Ita1ian sitùation 
and of "Autonomy, violence and politics in 
France" (a Spartacus pamphlet on Autonomy). 
'inally it inc1udes "On workers' autonomy 
l.n Barce10na". 

TEXTS AND DOCUMENTS 

General texts 

H. Gorter, "Reponse à Lenine - Lettre ouverte 
au camaré:de L~nine (ne,~ French edi tion from 
Spar tccus , 5 Rue Se Croix de la Bretonnerie, 
75004 Paris). Reply to Lenin's pamphlet "Le 
gauchisme, maladie infantile du communisme". 
In the preface two texts of Pannekoek ("Une 
vie militante, adieu à Gorter" and "La poli- 
tique de Gorter" (rep1y to an article "" 
"',blished by "La Revolution Prolétarienne"). 

;roduction by Serge Bricianer putting the 
text in the context of the struggles and 
onfrontations in the third Internationale 

dnd in Russia in the twenties against the 
background of the German Revolution which 
saw the rising of workers' councils. In the 
appendix a biography of "six of the KAPD" 
and a glimpse of Gorter as a poet. 

Synthesis no. 7 (from the League for Economic 
Democracy, P.O. Box 1858, San Pedro, Ca 
90733, USA) con tains two texts on Castoria 
dis: "Harxism or Revolution - Choosing 
between marxism and revo1ution - A sketch 
of Castoriadis by Ned Ludd" and "Interview 
with Castoriadis - Bureaucratic Socialism" 
(translation of an intervie'tol published in 
Bicicleta no. 10). Again on Castoriadis: 
"From the swamps of Cardanism: self managed 
exploitation" in Authority no. 2, Bow 666 
cf o Rising free, 182 Upper street, London NI. 

Discussion on militantism: this is the final 
resu1t of the discussion which was started 
by the arti' le "Réflexions sur Echanges" (see 
Echanges no. 16,17 and 18)(in French) sent 
separately ta some French comrades. Two 
'replies were made by a comrade from Paris 
and by another from London ("Réfiexions 
sur des réflexions autour d'Echanges"). 
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These replies were to be distributed 
in the same way as the "Reflexions sur 
Echanges" but it seems that the author 
of this text does want to continue the 
debate. Write to Echanges for these texts. 

"Considerations sur l'organisation" 
(Thoughts on organisat1on) written in 
French and English by H. Simon for Cien 
fuegos; copies at Ecaanges London/Paris. 

"Antistatist Conununist Manifesto" by 
Joseph Lane, published first in 1887 and 
"Emma Go1dman, a woman without a country" 
two pamphlets at Cienfuegos Press, Over 
the water, Sanday, Orkney, KW 17 2 BL, 
Great Britain. 

"La révolution industrielle':' des usines' 
sans hommes et sans machines" on the bici- 
10gica1 industry - in French - Le nouvel 
économiste of 19-3-1979. Copies at Ech./ 
Paris. 

"Les grandes problèmes de l'industrie mon 
diale des voitures particulières"by Alain 
Batier - Analyse Financière - 2eme trimes 
tre 1979 - in French - copies at Echanges/ 
Paris. 

Text on ~1exico 

"Zapata of Mexico" par Peter E. Newe11, 
a somewhat 1inear history of Emi1ian Zapa 
ta and of the peasants strugg1es in Nexico 
beo.reen 1910 and 1921. Cienfuegos Press. 

Text on Sweden 

"L'experience de Vo1vo d'enrichissement 
de tâches" by Barth Gonsson - Analyse 
"Financière - 2eme trimestre 1979. Copies 
at EChanges/Paris. 

Texts on the URSS 

"1936-1938 - Lutte dans l'Etat" par G.T. 
Rittersporn dans Libre, Petite bibliothè 
que Payot. An attempt at explaining the 
Moscow trial by the repercussion of the 
c1ass struggle on the different clans 
of the state apparatus and the consolida 
tion of thiir power through their riva1ry 
and the ma ipu1ation of terror and death. 

"The guillotine at work" MaxjJnoff. vol.1 
The Leninist counter revolution 
Cienfuegos Press. 

Texts on Spain' ' .. ' 
The pos-t 'b'~x"i'~' ~al;celona: 'no longer exists.' 
DonJt send mail to this address. For 
contacts in -spai n witte...to Echanges. The 
addr es's g,i'iTen in no. 15 i"s s, ti 11 workinK. 
However we may mention that Solidaridad 
Obrera, the monthly of the CNT in 
Cata10nia has been recuperated by the 



has been recuperated by the old guard of 
the anarcho-syndica1ists who pushed out 
the previous editors who were trying to 
make it a, more op~n paper. 
"Towards a fresh'tevo1ution" , reedition 
in English of a text . pub li shed in " :', 
Bar ce Iona in 1938 by the "P:dé.ds of Durru 
ti". 
"wi1dcat Spain eocounters Democracy 1976- 
1978" (from Echanges/London). Collection 
of texts in Eng1ish on the strugg1es in 
Spain. Most of the documents in this book 
are knowo: "A manuscript found in Vitoria", 
"From the time when Revo1utionaries were 
correct: workers for pro1etarian autonomy 
and social revolution", "The pover ty of 
unionism : the Ascon workers' strike", 
"The strugg1e at Intelsa" materia1 about 
the Roca Gava strike (1976-1977) (these 
texts exist in Spanish and in French). 
In the next bulletin we will come back to 
the "Commentaries around wildcat Spain in 
the run up to the second indus trial revo- 
1ution: workers for pro1etarian autonomy 
and social revo1ution" which is the poli 
tical analysis of the anonymous author of 
this book. 

Texts on the USA 

Synthesis no. 7 pub1ishes a text of dis 
cussions "C01lllllunity Economic ~orkshop" 
presented as an "evo1utionary preparation 
for social revo1ution to economic democracy 
within an eco10gica1 society" (League for 
Economic Democracy, P.O. Box 1858, San 
Pedro, Ca1if 90733). 
American Ow1 gives brief articles on the 
po1itica1 prob1ems concerning the USA: 
"On the mar in: unem 10 ent and the crisis 
of youth" in its no. 7 may 1979 
"Behind bars" the staee of the' risons 
today" in its no. 8 June 1979. 
"Capital without Capitalists" self manage 
ment and worker owoershi in industry in 
the US" in its no. 9 Ju1y 1979 
"Bargaining with the state: the new 
socialists' movement in the US" in its 
no. 10/August 1979. 
In its last issue the American Ow1 
announces its closure in its present form; 
orders and correspondence can be sent 
nevertheless ta the previous address: cIo 
Mattera, 417 East 65th Street, New York 
Ciry, N.Y. 10021, USA. 

Texts on Ita1y 

Co11egamenti per l'organizzazione diretti 
di classe, no. 6-7/may 1979 (in Ita1ian; 
avai1able from G. Garozza, C.P. 1362, 
50100 Firenze, Ita1y). Editorial: "Poli tics 
and the military question". Different arti 
è1es on the Ita1ian situation and strugg1es. 
Translations of texts pub1ished in France 
and in the USA. 
A comrade in Turin is preparing an article 
.on the automation in the car industry. 

, 
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A group of Milano is preparing a text on 
the application of e1ectronics and compu 
ters in industry (machine too1s) iand in 
the offices (among others, banss and in~ 
surance societies). 
Materia1s on these subjects can be sent 
to Collegamenti, C.P. 4258, 20100 Milano. 

Texts on Great Britain 

"Solidarity for Social Revolution" no. 9 
August/September 1979 contains among 
other things an article on the Torness 
anti nuke demonstration (Torness keeping 
it c1ean) an another one on the ru1ing 
c1ass (In search of •••• the ruling c1ass) 
Avai1ab1e from Solidarity Publications 
Secretary, 23 Solar Court, ETC Etchingham 
Park Road, London N 3. 

Brief texts on the strugg1es in Great 
Britain are availab1e in French: 
"La maladie anglaise" and "De la pratique 
des piquets de grève~ 

( 

A longer text is being prepared on the 
strugg1es of winter 1978-1979 for the 
international meeting and will be dis tri 
buted as an issue of Echanges before the 
end of the year. 

Texts on France 

A text on the strugg1es of 1979 especia1- 
1y in the steel industry will be Bent out 
in October. 

According to an article in "Les Echos" 
(of 2.8.1979) there has been an effective 
reduction in absenteism since 1976 in 
France. But these statistics cou)d be dis~ 
cussed: they are on1y based on the paymé,_ 
of dai1y compensation by the Social Secu~1- 
ty and exc1ude the uncompensated ab~encep 
The consequence of the crisis and of re-' 
structuring of the forms tend to reduce ' 
absenteism in two different manners. The 
reduction of hours and days without work 
make is less urgent to take time off. 
Redundancy payments and vo1untary ear1y 
retirement a1so push those who don't hav~ 
any interest in the work. Redundancies 
first of all concern the "bad elements" 
(and absenteism is prime means to choose 
them). The threat over those who stay 
at work and who are the most 'serious' 
workers further reinforces the 1essening 
of absenteism. On the same subject a 
chapter of "Flins sans Fins" by Nic. 
Dubost (in French), called "Dilettantism" 
examines the attitude of workers toward 
work and conclude: Absenteism will take 
different forms: they caDnot count on 
abo1ishing it .' Copies at EChanges/Parisr 

"les salaires sur une longue periode" 
par Robert Boyer (in French). A long 
article with documents from "Population 
Active" on the evo1ution of wages and ' 
purchasing power over the 1ast centtiry~ 

".,.' 
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"Informations rassemblées à Lyon" ( IRL, 
apri1 1979, 13 Rue Pierre Blanc, 19001 
Lyon, France), pub1ishes a long and inter 
esting interview with a 1ibertarian mili 
tant of the CFDT (the 'socia1ist' union) in 
Longwy. It is an essentiel text to under 
stand what happened in the steel industry 
of Lorraine in the spring 1979. Copies at 
Echanges/Paris. 

"Usinor, section spéciale pour une section 
CFDT un peu spéciale" article of Liberation 
of Bruno Mattei, 2 Ju1y 1979. Exp1ains in 
detai1 how the CFDT section at Usinor 
Dunkerque became a sort of counci1 practi 
sing rea1 workers' democracy and how in the 
very midd1e of the steel strike, the who1e 
section (800 adherents - thestrongest sec 
tion of the steel industry) was disso1ved 
by the Federation de la métallurgie CFDT by 
bureaucratic methods as disgusting as usua1. 
This text is usefu1 complement to the 
preceeding one and shows how the trade 
union a1igns itse1f en the struggles on the 
basis of a dia1ectica1 re1ationship with 
the resu1t that strugg1es at the base 
with identical tendencies can find them 
selves either he1ped or bruta11y repressed 
according to the interest of the trade 
union at the moment. Cop i.es at Echanges 
Paris. 

Text on Japan 

"L'industrie automobile Japonaise, horizon 
1985" an examp1e of reactions a~ to 
the prob1ems of the wor1d industry. Article 
of Marcel Papin, Analyse Financière, 2eme 
trimestre 1979 - in french - Copies at 
Echanges/Paris. 

Liaisons 

Some French comrades want 'direct, 
contacts with some dockers, workers in 
shipyards, Ford factories, Eaton truts 
(components for 1ndustr1a1 vehic1es 
and lorries) wherever they may be? 
Write to Echanges. 

A circu1ar giving an account of Echanges 
and its activities has been sent to any 
body we know in France. An Eng1ish trans 
lation will soon be sent to addresses in 
the rest of the wor1d. It contains also 
a 1ist of pub1icatoons which are avai1ab1e 
at the moment. We ask everyone to help in 
the distribution either by hand, or by 
printing it in publications or by sending 
it to their correspondents. Ask at Echanges 
for the number of copies you want. 

The circulation and sale of pamphlets are 
an important part of our activity. It 
provides new contacts and means of recover 
ing money to be spent on new pamphlets. 
We are not asking for an enourmous effort 
at distribution but at the least lU t~lk 
about them, at the most to contact bookshops 
who will sel1 them (provided it is impossi 
ble to make sorne regular oheck). 
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This concerns especia11y the 1atest 
pamphlets: 
" On the USA (A l'Ouest rien de nouveau?) 
in French 
On Spain (see above) 
U The English translation of "The refu 
sa1 of work" 

Sending copies of the texts sometimes 
causes materia1 prob1ems between comrades 
living in Europe especia11y (and fortuna 
te1y) as endemic strugg1es in the post 
offices are disrupting correspondence. 
We are sorry for the delays. 

Translation and reproduction of the texts 
for the international meeting are goirg 
to cause prob1ems especia11y as these 
texts are often quite long. Various solu 
tions are possible to ensure the distri 
bution before the meeting is as effective 
as it shou1d be. We are waiting for sug 
gestions - otherwise we wou1d have to be 
with the 1ess than perfect - and will 
have on1y ourse1ves to blame. ( 

P.S. 

The typist asks understanding for the 
many typing errors as she actua11y cou1d 
not even see - let a10ne touch the type 
writer - after having made extra hours 
with terrib1y difficu1t typing work that 
was a1so bori :g and had to be done in 
great hurry. 


