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-MR. Winston Churchill has had a rich 
and varied career. At one time he was 

regarded as the White Hope "of Liberalism. 
Those were the days when he wrote this sort 
of thing about the British Army in the Sou­ 
dan--in his book The River War: 

" There was a very general. impression that the 
fewer the prisoners the greater would be the sat­ 
isfaction of the commander. 'The unmeasured abuse 
heaped upon the Dervishes by the newspapers, and 
the idea, laboriously circulated that they were 
avenging Gordon, led many of the soldiers to think 
that is was quite correct to regard the enemy as 
vermin, unfit to live, The result was that many 
wounded Dervishes were killed . . . · f 
The statement that "the wounded Dervishes - - 

received every delicacy and attention "is so utterly 
devoid of truth that it transcends the limits of 
mendacity and passes into the realms of the ridi­ 
lotus." 
This passage is not, of course, cited 

having any bearing on the present war. It is 
well-known that our newspapers no longer 
heap abuse on the enemy, certainly not " u­ 
measured abuse," nor, do they nowadays 
oriously circulate ideas of revenge. 
lying about. what happens in war; no 
would suspect any newspaper, still less the 

• + e » :. i t;of thing today. Be- 
ry • e. +: 

sa 
to expect when the Tories 

corruption at home, aggression to cover i 
abroad; the trickery of ta.riff juggl, 
riotism and imperialism by the imper 
dear food for the million and cheap la 
the millionaire." This party he calle 
party of the rich against the poor, of the 
classes and their dependants against the 
masses, of the lucky, the wealthy, the happy 
and the strong against the left-out and the 
shut-out millions of the weak and poor." 
That also of course, is no longer true. The 

'Tory party improved so notably that Mr. 
Churchill entered into a coalition with them, 
in company with Mr. Lloyd George and other 
Liberals, to fight the last war. With their 
backing he broke strikes and boasted of the 
fact afterwards in The World Crisis. After 
that he never looked back, but spoke and 
wrote as a good Tory. 

•·· ,,.- , 

But even as a Tory; Winston knew how to 
change his mind; and the electors of West 
Essex must have found him difficult to fol­ 
low. When the" National Government" was 
formed he appealed for their support as one 
of its pillars. He praised MacDonald and 
Simon- they had " cut themselves adrift 
from ordinary party ties in order to serve 
the nation at this juncture." But later he 

d the people of Chingford that:­ 
" 'The Socialist leaders of many years qui 
ociaUst ship. They did better thar 

pened to be passing by, and they 
and took comman 
Apparently Sir Herbert Samuel and others, 

according to the same speech, also climbed 
aboard this old dreadnought and took a hand 
at the wheel; and it began to distress Mr. 
Churchill, who had previously welcomed their 
help. After all, he had climbed aboard him· 
self much the same' way, but that was· a long 
time ago, as we say about our Empire when 
people want to know the difference between 
conquering a new colony and trampling on 
an old one ..... • • • 

* 

BUT the ability to change one's mind is 
1 a sign of real greatness. Mr. Churchill 
had welcomed the pirates on board, but he 
discovered quite definitely, after they had 
been helping to steer the ship for some years, 
that they· were pirates. That is what it is to 
be a great statesman. Mr. Churchill there­ 
for appealed to his electors and to the coun­ 
try at large to help him throw the. pirates 
overboard again, and restore the leadership 
to the competent people who had invited the 
pirates to join them. 
For years nobody would listen to poor Mr. 

Churchill. He became a kind of Rip Van Win­ 
ston, vainly appealing for the removal of the 
gang which (he had once said) was our one 
hope if England was to be saved, Then he 
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this was said in l792! At that time 
'rance had already been three years in 
Revolution! In fact, royalty no longer 
existed; it only awaited it's death stroke. 
The feudal regime was actually abolished. 
And yet even at this time, when the revolu­ 
tion rolled its waves untrammelled, it was 
still the counter-revolutionist Brissot who 
had the best chance to he made dictator! 
And who would it have been previously, in 
1789? Mirabeau is the man who would 
have been acknowledged as the head of the 
government! The man who made a bargain 
with the king to sell him his eloquence 
this is the man who would have been thrust 
into power at this time, if the insurgent 
people had not imposed its sovereignty, 
sustained by its pikes, and if it had not 
proceeded, by the accomplished facts of the 
.Jacquerie, in making illusory every govern­ 
ent constituted at Paris' or in the depart- 

ments. 
But governmental prejudice blinds so 

thoroughly those who speak of dictatorship, 
that they prefer the dictatorship of· a new 
Brissot or a Napoleon to abandoning the 
idea. of giving another master to men who 
are breaking the chains of their slavery ! 
The secret societies of the time of the 

Restoration and of Louis-Philippe con- 
tributed powerfully to, maintain this pre­ 
judice of dictatorship. The middle-class 
Republicans of the time, aided· by the 
workers, made a long series of conspiracies, 
with the object of overturning Royalty and 
proclaiming the Republic. Not UJiderstand­ 
ing the profound change that would have to 
be effected in France before even a Repub­ 
lican regime could he established, they 
imagined that by means of a vast conspiracy 
they would some day overturn Royalty, take 
possession of power. and proclaim the Re­ 
public. For more than thirty years those 

never c 
devotion • 

erseveranee, If tuue H·HM'' FCC! 

the insurrection of 1848, it was thanks 
to these societies, and thanks to the pro­ 

da by deed made by them for thirty 
years. Without their noble efforts the Re­ 
public would, up to the present, have been 
impossible. 
The end they had in view was to get 

os!!iession of power themselves and to in- 
a republican· dictatorship. But, of 

course, they never • succeeded. As ever, 
from the very nature of things, a con­ 
spiracy could not overturn royalty. The 
conspirators had indeed prepared the way 
for its fall. They had spread widely the 
republican idea; their martyrs had made it 
the ideal of the people. 
which definitely overtu 
bourgeoisie was much 
'than any that could 
society; it came from th 
The result is known. 

had prepared the way for th 
found itself thrust aside fr 
the Government House. 
prudent to run the risk of conspiracy, but 
better known, more moderate also, lying in 
wait for the opportunity of grasping power, 
took the place which the conspirators hoped 
to conquer at the point of 'the bayonet. 
.Journalists, lawyers, good talkers who 
worked hard to make a name for themselves 
while the true republicans forged weapons 
or expired in jail, took possession of power. 
Some of them, already well known, were 
acclaimed by the people; others pushed 
themselves forward and were accepted· be- 
cause their name represented nothing mor 

n a programme of agreement with every 
y. 
t is useless to tell us that this happened 

ecause of a want of practical spirit in the 
party of action, and that others will be able 
to· do better in future. No, a thousand times 

·,., \ 
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T IIE inefficiency of .Ministers used as a policy, while the nation wants the soothing 
slogan for victory? it sounds almost syrup of Transport House variety, the 

incredible, and maybe it would be in another " better land after the war " type, which the 
ritain. rulers may promise but cannot specify too 

discredited: closely. Also, he has had to tread on the 
f disaster to corns of newspapermen by censorship of news 
is followers, always a risky business! But apart from 

who were mu of praise for that, what significance has Mr. Duff Cooper's 
..... er.and Mussolini, would have no chance inefficiency? True, propaganda could be a 

e country if-as is not now possible- great force in the war, and he is retarding it; 
Election came. The man-in-th... - but no more than any other member of his 
d be very likely to agree 

Conservative M.P. The reason seems clear: the Cabinet ma
Blackshirts h 

after which the wolves of public opinion run. 
The mother on the sledge has to throw off 
her babies one by one: a hard parting, but· 

cess inevitable, anything to allay the wolves. 
" Guilty Men."_It had a very And this mother is distinctly hard-hearted 
by being unofficially banned, and will throw them all off,if she can main­ 

d a sensation apart from that. tain her position on the sledge. Some. of 
" Guilty Men " tells the familiar tale, of a the babies, though, are lusty brats and run 
complacent Chamberlain leading a Hitler-lov- after the sledge crying, " Shame! "e.g. Mr. 
ing Conservative solid majority in the days Hore-Belisha! .• 
of Munichism. More and more people are The ruling-class can well afford one or two 
coming to recognise this fact: yet, con- Ministers as a burnt offering if it can stop the 
versely, the Government does not lose in po public from thinking and acting thereby. 
ularity. The antidote to all criticism is: At the moment there is some denuncia­ 
" But now it is all different." A Chamberlain tion of Sir John 'Anderson, and a demand 
is out, a Churchill is in. Apart from Mr, that he should resign, because of the sup­ 
Churchill looking more like a bulldog than his pression of liberty underneath him, and also 
colleague and the more important fact that because of the internment of so many re­ 
his support and warmhearted defence of Fas- fugees either anti-Nazi or friendly to the 
cism under Signor Mussolini has had a chance Allied cause But we are not concerned with 
to be forgotten while Mr. Chamberlain's visits +hether Sir John would resign or not: the 
to Munich are too fresh m the public mind, question is whether 'such practices would stop 
there is little difference. But the man-in-the- if we had a new Home Secretary. The agita­ 
street is fooled: he is led to believe we have tion must be against the offence, not the in­ 
suffered some defeats because of meffieient dividual acting as figure-head or held res­ 
Mr. Chamberlain, and now we are to_be led ponsible. 
to victory, via the change of Prime Mmister, In the trade' unions it is the same: agita- 
by Mr. Churchill. tion against any particular person sometimes 
Even now, with the change of Ministry to leads to. their being replaced by better men, 

" efficient " Ministers, criticism of them has who in turn, because of the method of trade 
to continue. Mr. Duff Cooper went into office union bureaucracy, become equally reaction- 
in a blaze of glory, having made a brilliant, ary. The introduction of Labour leaders into 
speech crying out to Chamberlain, " Go, go, the Government has not altered the character 
in heaven's name, go!" It was a dangerous of the war: Mr. Attlee, who before had led 
speech, though, for now 'everyone is crying the demand for a statement of peace aims, 
that at Mr. Duff Cooper. True Mr. Cooper has once Lord Privy Seal, had to declare that the 
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ho grasp the po 
dleton Murry and vv 11- 
ject revolution, holding 
y stultify its aims, but 
so resign themselves to 
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ver, the Forward Movement together 
ists in Manchester, from their analysis 
of war (see their pamphlet, " Why We 
advertised in our August issue) do re­ 
cessity for revolution; but they failed, 
. Annual General Meeting in April, to 
on's policy. 

e whole it is fair-to say that pacifists' outlook 
ttitude has been characterized' hitherto by a 
f political realism, of understanding of the 
truggle and the motives animating govern­ 

ments. The obvious horrors of war, and the continual 
fear of it which hung over Europe in the years pre­ 
ceding September 1939, gained for them considerable 
numerical support. Gerald Bailey in the report on the 
petition referred to above, remarks that "the ob­ 
taining of over a million signatures in a little over 
three months of effective campaigning constitutes .a· 
record for a petition of this kind. Moreover, since 
reports from canvassers indicate· an overwhelming 
response from those invited to sign, it is permissible 
to claim that the petition represents the authentic 
voice of the British people." It is true; everyone de­ 
tests war. But pacifist propaganda has almost invar­ 
iably neglected to point out (there are laudable ex­ 
ceptions) that war is the most glaring demonstration 
of the failure of capitalist social and economic organ­ 
ization. No emphasis is laid on the necessity of des­ 
troying capitalism as a pre-requisite of the abolition 
of war the necessity is even, on occasion, denied. 
Everyone hates war, but almost no one understands 
it. The results are now apparent; the workers of 
Europe are plunged into suffering, but appear power­ 
less to escape from it. By directing their' appeals to 
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Captain White, on the other hand, 
been active in the struggle for Irish i 
During the last war he organised Trela 
Army, to follow Jim Connolly in the defe: 
abour and independence. That he is tod 
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Spanish workers struggle, with vol 
land. Capt. White later spoke in 
Spanish Anarchists in London. 
At that time he wrote: In Ireland 
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f governments, the leaders of. pacifist 
thought have deflected the energies of their followers 
into unproductive, and occasionally downright reac­ 
tionary channels. Given a more realistic analysis, the 
pacifist movement would doubtless have been smaller, 
but its energies might have been usefully directed 
towards a radical attack on the causes of war and 
social misery. 
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estruction of the bourgeois State, semi-State. The State which die 

t also the conquest of the State state as· 
etariat." , • bourgeois state. It is in this sense that t··· 
letarian State "-they tell us- phrase, which at first sight seems to c 
e, since the integral State is that tradict the thesis of the Socialist Stat, 
te which has been destroyed by should be interpreted. " The first act 

__ ,:---- _:evolution. Even this semi-state which, the state really comes forward as 
vould according to the Marxists die a natural representative of the society as a whole-t 

h. siezure of the means of production in t 
is theory of the withering of the State, name of society--is at the same time its la 
his at the basis-of Lenin's book "State mdependent act as a state. Taken literal 

and Revolution," was drawn by him from and out of its context, this sentence wor 
Engels who in "Herr Eugen Duhring's Re- come to mean that eco 

:. :. e,: " writes: would take place at the 
witherin 

state power, and then trans- taken literallv an 
duction into state property. • f • • 

puts an end to itself as the section referr 
end to all classes differences 1sh1ng itself a 

as. it puts an end also to the possession of 
ormer society, moving in class come to mean 
d of the state, that is, an organ- jet; ·5 stte 
ng class at each period for the ear1an sa 
ternal conditions of production; under the infi 
r, for the forcible holding down expresses himself infelicitous 

the conditions of oppression bourgeois state of today and 
erfdom, wage-labour) deter- A l · t · t f t • ' E l • 

mined by the existing mode of production. The state narcn1st so@Ie o1 tomorrow, ngeis VIS- 
was the official representative of society as a whole, ualizes a chain of successive stages, In which 
its embodiment in a visible corporate body; but it both state and proletariat persist. To shed 

as it was the state of that light on the dialectic darkness is the final 
epoch,· represented society as , f t th An h' t ' h d d s the state of the s•lave-own- re e,rence o . e arc IS s w o eman 

Middle Ages, of the feudal nob- "that the state should be abolished over- 
·-s5 in our epoch, of the bourgeoisie. When ultim- night," or in other words that· they do not 

ately it becomes really representative of society as agree to the transition period in the S 
a whole, it makes itself superfluous. As- .soon as there h int enti ·di t 
is. no longer any class of society_ to be held in subjec- W ose , erv ton accormng O 
tion; as soon as, along with class domination and the comes superfluous in all fields 
struggle. for individual existence based on the former other," that is to say, gradually 
anarchy of production, the collisions and excesses : It appears to me that the Leninist position 
arising from these have also been abollshed, there_ 'th d t th St t · "d l 
is nothing more to be repressed; and a special repres- I7 regar o e a e, coincides exactly 
sive force, a state, is no longer necessary. The fi9t . With that taken up by Marx and Engels if one 
act in which the state really comes forward as lhe interprets the spirit behind their writings 
representative of society as a whole-the seizure of without being deceived by the ambiguity of 
the means of production in the name of society-is certain statements. -- 
at the same time its last mdependent act as a state. • • . . . • 
The interference of a state power in social relations The State, in Marxist-leninist political 
becomes superfluous in one sphere after another, and thought, is the transitory political insiru­ 
then becomes dormant of itself. Government over ment of socialization, transitory by reason of 
persons is replaced by the administration of things the very nature of the State, ihih that 
and the direction of the processes of production. The . • • , W IC \ IS a 
state is not "abolished," it withers away. It is from of an organism of domination of one class 
this standpoint that we must appraise the phrase over another. The socialist State, by abolish­ 
"people's free state "both its justification at times ing classes, commits suicide. Marx and En­ 
for agitational purposes, and its ultimate scientific gels were metaphysicians who often ·her t- 
madequacy-and also the demand ·of the so-called' • • . r . . n SC ma 
Anarchists that the state should be abolished over- ized historical processes just for the love of 
night." system. 
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in their bacl,yards and. gardens. Hope for people themselves who ma
humanity lies in the old truth that though by their sanction and co-opera 
you can fool some of the people some of the is the power to stop war~. •. 
time you cannot fool all the people all the bitter and tragic paradox is t 
time. Presently-and it may come any time less world the people sleep. 
--the masses will wake up to the bitter real­ 
isation that the only sense in which it is a 
people's war is that the people pay for it, 
with their smashed homes, their lost lives, 
their murdered dear ones; that they are be­ 
ing used, in the name of an ideal, in a war 
between rival imperialisms; a clash of great 
powers, of trade interests. 'That a whole sys­ 
tem of living is fighting for its· rotten life, 
and that Fascism is merely a part of that 
system; that more than Fascism has to go 
-the whole capitalist-imperialist govern­ 
mental system which produces it. 

With that realisation, then you get down to 
the people's war; then the issues at stake be­ 
come of immediate importance to the com­ 
mon people. 

We have the lesson of Spain vividly before 
us. So long as the revolution. was· at stake it 
was a people's war; so long as Catalonia was 
under the control of workers' syndicates the 
ideal of freedom was· living and real. The re­ 
volution was defeated by the cry " smash 
Fascism first," which is the cry of the labour 
movement in this country, the slogan to 
which even the hitherto extreme Left is now 
slowly but surely rallying. 'There has been 
some· bitter talk in the Left widerness of the 
futility of " a red flag flying over a grave­ 
yard." But at present all we can be certain 
of is the graveyard-with the present tend­ 
ency of the so-called Left there will be no red 
flag to run up; exhausted, sleepless, deluded 
men and women do not make a revolution in 
any case. 
Peace now will mean a bad peace, a crook­ 

ed peace, a corrupt peace. But when the 
workers have come out of their holes in the 
ground and got some sleep they might begin 
to think again. 'They might wake up to the 
simple realisation that everything depends on 
them. That the corrupt wars and peace 
treaties alike of statesmen are not their 
affair, but that the' war against Fascism be­ 
gins at home .... Mr. Bevin has told us time 
and again how everything depends on the 
workers, whom he has the audacity to call 
his " mates "; well, everything does depend 
on the workers, but not quite in the way Mr. 
Bevin means. To begin with how much longer 
the present nightmare life for the masses is 
to go on depends entirely on the workers 
themselves. In the last analysis it is the 
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·e now reached the stage when a 
st make up their minds, It has hitherto 

ssible to shelve the issues which politics have 
brought about by not only exercising the • limited 

rty of. opinion, but also the liberty to be incon­ 
ent. The fascist state (or the servile State which 

milaire Belloc showed 30 years ago was in process 
formation owing to the imbecilities, of labour 
ers and trade unionists) has arrived ln its coµi- 

eteness, and anarchism of an brands is doomed to 
s it speedily decides to put its llonse 

f the word " anarchism " is 
__ ·", i.e., without coercive rule, i 
to the methods by which socic 

- ... ~u. or would. like to be ruled. -It is a nega 
nd has always been open to critic 
U classes, who art' such sadists ther 
cannot imagine anyone behn ving de 

·estriotions were to be withd,·,twn. 
been a development in ana-rchist 

s. There has fir: 
society must be 
nd this has led o an­
ich dodges round the ob- 
, an evil, by throwing out all 
force and their exponents, 
of workers, labelled " com­ 
instead. To sit on a council 
a villainous betrayal of the 
that council a."committee" 

is quite legitimate. 
that men 
(as, Rey­ 
iny only 

and that if 
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at the curious 
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ommentary ", 
If you are anarchists, and 

or bolsheviks, why the devi 
August, 1940) the taking over o: 
and putting them under workers' co 
pre-requisite of anarchism that. their 
armed forces, and that workers should re1use to be­ 
come part of these armed forces._ And again what 
the devil does Albert Meltzer mean when he· says, 
"I want to see a world in which violence, the organ­ 
ised violence of State and warfare, is abolished, and 
I would only use violence in defence of the revolu­ 
tion ng In other words, he would kill the blackguards 
who oppose him, just as our imperialist blackguards 
kill those who oppose them! Cannot Meltzer see that 
the Slave State can oiily exist so long as the workers 
are prepared to, be the thugs of the ruling classes, 
and that the remedy is not to kill the ruling cl.ass, 
but to decline to be ruled by them? 
The second direction in which anarchists have 

moved is parallelled by aU the other political re­ 
formers.. The - acceptance of atheism as a corollary of 
anarchism. has had a paralysing effect on the moral 
responsibility of anarchists, and their in.divi.dua-l 
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