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the appearance of restricting the liberty of 
the employer have been laid down: 
The employer will not be allowed to dis 

miss a worker except for "serious miscon 
duct." Now that labour, especially- in war 
industries is scarce, it is obvious that it is 
in the interests of the employer not to dis- 

MANY f th f d miss a worker for a trifle anyway. o ose pro-war- or-democracy- .. . , 
- and-socialism people realise now that, The workman will receive a guaranteed 

far from abolishing privilege and wage week by week in accordance with the 
inequalities this war is putting an increased time wages recognised in the trade, or in 
burden on the shoulders of the working class. collective. agreements. 'This sounds better 
Up to now the working class has had to than it really is as in many factories the 
suffer from the loss of its political rights, wages are nowadays superior to those recog 
and on the material side from an increase in nised by the TU. Furthermore with the 
the-cost of living, rationing, longer hours etc., rapid increase in the cost of living there is 
Mr. Bevin's new decree adds further res- no agreement or c.,ontract which can be of. 
trictions to the liberty and welfare of the any value for any length of time. 
workers. Labour in _ "scheduled estab- Tribunals by representatives of the em 
lishments" is to be conscripted. A worker ployer and the workers with an impartial 
will no longer be able to choose the job he chairman will advise the National, Service 
likes or to leave a place where he does not officers. Considering the results of other 
earn enough or where he has been submitted tribunals- (0.O's for example) based on 
to some injustice by the boss or foreman. similar lines one may safely predict that they 
He will not be able to leave his job without will be a farce like the others and thatthere 
the permission of a National Service officer. will be no need to modify the old saying 
Furthermore he can be ordered to take an "might is right." 
unwanted job as well as prevented from Now, what do our pro-war-for-democracy 
leaving it. The Defence Regulations provide and-socialism partisans advocate against this 
penalties for those who refuse to comply with unjust suppression of the workers' liberty? 
the orders received. Nothing against the conscription of labour 
To give the decree a certain flavour of itself. They think it necessary but they de 

impartiality the following rules which have mand equality of sacrifice. And they expect 







their children to be cared for by the State 
in nursery-schools and creches. Where now 
is all that fine sentiment about the sac-red 
ness of motherhood? Mothers now are asked 
-nay more, compelled-to do their bit 'in 
co-operating in the murder of other mothers 
and their children in German and Italian 
towns. As I write this, how the women will 
take if remains to be seen. Complaint is 
likely on two scores-the class distinction 
operating, securing the better jobs for the 
"better " class women, the assumption that 
a factory girl is only fit for factory work; 
and on the score of relegating the children 
under school-age to creches. The conscien 
tious objectors are likely to be a mere hand 
ful, because the mass of women are still no 
more than grumblers over the criminal in 
sanity of war. They grumble about the 
" nuisance " of it, the black-out, the difficulty 
of getting different things from the shops, 
-the increased cost of living, but the mass of 
them never ask themselves whether war is 
the only solution of international problems- 
still less what causes those problems. The 
majority even of women who are opposed to 
war are deplorably lacking in any realisation 
of the causes of war innate in the State 
system of society. Their opposition to war 
is purely pacifist, nothing to do with any 
anti-capitalist, anti-imperialist attitude, still 
less to anything so profoundly revolutionary 
as the realisation that the State, by its very 
nature, is the source of all evil. The con 
scription of women may assist the slow pro 
cess of thinking. The mass of women who 
support war can have no logical objection to 
their own conscription-though they may 
and should object to sex differentiation in 
the rates of pay in' the trades to which they 'The conscription of women gives them a 
are conscripted. In spite of all the talk of chance to protest-beyond mere grumb 
sex equality-and the bland general assump- ling-at the man-made folly they have sane- 
tuon that it is a fact-the fact still remains tioned for so long. It is woman's oppor 
that woman labour is cheap labour. It is up tunity to range herself on the side of sanity 
to women to see that they are not exploited and peace, and instead of encouraging men 
in their forced labour-but more importantly in their madness begin a long over-due pro 
it is up to women to begin to think, instead cess of bringing them to their senses, 
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Bevin had not bargained for. So 
women acquiesce and co-operate in wars 
sanction wars and have no right to corr 
either over the horror and stupidity 
or the inconvenience and disruptiveness 
where ordinary living is concerned. 
stead-of acquiescing and co-operating o 
side of war they gave their support to 
opposition to it, to the exposure of it a 
capitalist-imperialist racket from which 
common people may expect to gain preci 
nothing-despite the hot-air of the press 
the glib assurances of politicians what 
mense potentialities for peace would the 
" regiment of women " represent. 
I it was left to women I am sure there 

would be no wars," a woman whose husband 
was in France wrote to me early on in the 
war. The trouble is that the women have 
always left it to the men-and in doing so 
:have given them a free hand to. wreck their 
world. 
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App ARENTLY the reactionary press 
so fears the approach of a 

. genuine revolution that it strives 
to divert us with the date of the 
British Revolution one day last week! 
Everything from added wartime restrictions 
to trade-union-leader and Royalty get 
togethers have been hailed as heralding' the 
millenium. This balderdash does not im 
press any one in this country, of course 
though it enjoys a certain vogue in, America, 
where British propaganda falls between two 
stools one, persuading American opinion 
that "class-distinctions" have been abolished; 
two, persuading it that Britain is not "going 
Socialist." 1 

Apart, however, from propaganda in 
America, there are a lot of people here per 
suading themselves that there will be a 
"better world after the war: these are the 
social-democrats, pinning their hopes on a 
transformation of the government (having 
ceased to believe. in the class-struggle) or 
on a declaration of peace aims by the present 
government. This is their idea of a "revo 
lution." Mr. J. B. Priestley put it, "They 
(the ruling-class) did not like my Sunday 
night broadcast because I was trying to warn 
the people that this is no war like the last 
war and that when it is over there' will be 
no .going back to 1939. They did not like 
my suggestion that this is as much a social 
revolution as a war and that it must be met 
in that way." (cf. ''Daily Herald," 13.3.41., 
report of Mr. Priestley's speech to the 
National Trade Union Club the previous day). 
Mr. Victor Gollancz, whose Left Book Club 
was once the wooden horse of Troy for the 
Stalinists in. the Popular Front days, has 
declared that the aims of the L.B.C now are 
identical with those of the "Daily Herald" 
(i.e. of Transport House) "in logical con 
tinuation of its pre-war campaigns": in short, 
that the policy of the left fringe of the 
Labour Party represented oy Gollancz and 
Cripps ( the "Tribune" pro-war socialists ) 
is identical with the right-wing-it wants to 
win the war and establish a Labour Govern- 

ment similar to all other social-democratic 
governments that have proved traitors in 
the past. 'Thus not only do they announce 
their refusal to face the class-struggle now: 
they also admit their: logical continuation of 
their present policy afterwards, for the aim, 
of the "Daily Herald" is nothing more than 
a government of Attlee, Bevin, Morrison and 
Co. (all in the present government) without 
co-operation with the Tories and Liberals. 
Normally we need not listen too much to 

the advice of the Liberals-no-one· pays 
much attention to financial advice given by 
a ma.n three times bankrupt. But the 
Liberal policies are all being trotted out 
again, and in many cases-owing to the lack 
of anything concrete offered by the Labour 
movement-are coated with a socialist veneer 
and adopted by the rest of the Left. 

ey began with a typical Liberal scheme 
ederal Union, the League of Nations re- 

hashed, . which lost much of its popularit 
when Herr Hitler expropriated it. 
Wells too, who coined the phrase 
end war" last time, was rash 
re-coin another slogan this ti 
laration of the Rights of Man," f 
the newspapers. This set the 
and Sir Richard Acland began "Our Struggle" 
a similar idea of declaring the peace aims 
of the, government for it. - 
The Communist Party finds itself nearer 

sections of the liberals than anywhere else 
fine "liberalism" that finds itself allied with 
the Chekists! In its People's Fronting days 
it threw out all the remnants of its prole 
tarian past, save those who recanted, and 
filled itself with bourgeois-minded followers 
of Deans and Barristers. As a result, when 
Stalin changed his mind about supporting the 
war he had got his followers to urge for 
the C. P. was unable to re-adapt its old 
pseudo-revolutionary policy. It probably in 
tended to at first-the wistful plea "We have 
not studied our Marx and Lenin sufficiently" 
will, long be remembered-but fts "People's 
Convention" episode shows it is still hanker 
ing for the "People's Front": in spite . of 
returning the la.st "People's Government' it 
agitated for (Churchill, Attlee and Sinclair) 
it now wants another one, the most important 
feature of which will be "friendship with the 
Soviet Union." Its alliance with second 
hand liberals who want Russia to join the 
war so that it can be won more easily was 
made clear by the declarations of the banned 
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long to discuss them here. As a result, hun 
dreds of thousands of peasants, deserted by or " People of God," and s 
the Congress organisers, were victims of the Congressmen into the Harija 
reaction which followed. Yet the movement catmg and helpmg them and brea 
had its effect: Nationalism to the villages the barrier between them and Hin 
was thence forward associated with the non- Had he not done this the British 
payment of rent or land-tax, and a free used the Harijans as 
India became in his mind an India where he used the Moslems, as a weap 
could enjoy the fruits of his labour. Indian people; but as it is th . 
From that time onward the Indian have learnt to look not to the Britis 

National Congress had to become a mass the Congress as their champion. 
movement or nothing. In the twenty years One of his hardest tasks, perh 
since then it has gained strength by draw- hardest of all, began after the elect 
ing more and more of the peasants into its 1937, when the Congress decided 
activities, taking its colour more and more office in six Provinces where it had 
from their needs and demands in the process, majority. So long as they were in 
so. that its declared social programme has tion to the Government, it was compar 
advanced to the verge of an agrarian revo- easy for its diverse elements to mai 
lution. Yet its leaders are not, on the whole, united front. But now, when Congre 
revolutionaries: most of them are still the over the administration under a Cons 
business-men and . middle-class intellectuals which gave them the semblance of re 
whose self-interest is bound up with the ex- bility without the power to, accompli 
isting social order. But without the sup- thing real, the clash of interests be 
port of the peasants they cannot make the make itself felt. The peasants 
British Government fear them, and to win vigorously for more drastic social 
that support they must, to some extent, sink tion; the right-wing leaders held ba 
their sectional and communal interests and tried in the name of national unity to 
serve the needs of three hundred millions strikes, hunger-marches and agrarian de 

I whose miseries nothing short of a social strations. Congress was on the point of 
revolution will ever cure. ing split in two, when Gandhi began his 
Between the leaders and the rank-and-file on behalf of the people of the little na 

Gandhi has been the interpreter and the u'ni- State of Rajkot. It was a symbolic gest 
fying force. He has laboured for twenty which turned the attention of Congress 
years to make the leaders more peasant- again from its own quarrels to an out 
'minded, to focus the energy of the peasants eneniy, and showed them that there was s· • 
against the British rather than the Indian much for a united nationalist movement 
exploiter, and to draft a programme of action do. For the time being, the danger o 
which would really advance the cause of the split was postponed, and when the War broke 
masses without alienating from the Congress out Congress could still speak with one voice. 
a single influential Indian who might have Thus at every stage in the last twenty 
been made its friend. He has given a new years Gandhi has been the awakener, the 
impetus to Hinduism, and where the rigidity unifer, the far-sighted statesman, who could 
of its' traditions tended to make it a force build and organise a popular front and make 
of disunity, he has broken them down in the it effective against British imperialism. He 
name of a religious brotherhood. . has acted in the name of a united India, not 
The most persistent of all his campaigns· of the peasants and workers as· a class, but 

has been against " untouchability." There in doing so he has roused the common people 
are about sixty million " untouchable " to consciusness and taught them to organise 
Hindus, cut off by tradition from the reli- under the shadow of Congress. His 
gious and social life of their fellow-men. For strength is that the common people, know 
the most part they are the poorest of the ing his utter sincerity and disinterestedness, 
poor, the scavengers of the town and the un- trust him even when he holds them back, 
skilled wage-labourers of the villages, and and at the same time, because of his influ 
the Hindu code forbids them any escape ence over the common people, the rich cannot 
from social humiliation. To Gandhi the ex- do without him even when his policy seems 
istence of Untouchability is a blot on to them foolishness. As far as a united 
Hinduism, and he has set himself to wipe nationalist movement can go in the fight 
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marked down for destruction being the trade 
ion movement. Although it, possesses wealth, 
Utica! influence and a, large 

escape the result of its o 
(Ill the gods would destroy . 

e trade unions were forme 
war using (the strike. They now collaborate 
employers, and the State and abandon the 

Most of the war time measures of repres 
ted against the workers are operated by 
e union representatives as Bevin in the 
f the State. As all this is done in the name 
l unity one :might expect it to be applied 

lasses, but it is a very one-sided business-. 
who have worked all their lives are forbidden 
e Work or even the service of a particular em 

r, but we have yet to see the Mayfair playboys 
into Labour gangs. Workers are being fined 

hing, thus giving to th 
per month without 
asked in Parliamen 
he declined to do so, de 

e responsibilities elsewhere 

against imperialism, Gandhi's leadership will 
take it. 
The time will come when national unity 

must break down, and the workers and 
peasants must accomplish a social revolution 
for themselves. 

- Whether it must come before or after the 
formal withdrawal of British rule, no one 
can forsee; but there is no real indepen- 
dence for the masses except on a basis of 
revolutionary Socialism, when they face 
that issue the peasants must go beyond what 
Gandhi has taught them and rely on their 
own. leadership and creative initiative. In 
the meantime', however, there has been much 
for a united nationalist movement to achieve. 
It is due largely to Gandhi that so much has 
been achieved; • he - is neither Socialist nor 
revolutionary in the ordinary sense, but 
without his leadership the ground for an 
Indian :revolution could not have been half 
so well prepared. 
We are not wholly in _ agreement with certain 

implications of this article. We shall reserve comment 
until after Miss Stock's next article-En. 

actly the same promise was made during t 
war, but of course. it was never, kept. The 
of this broken promise is told bi Sydney and i 
Webb in "The History of Trade Unionisttni": 

"Nor did the Trade Union Movement make 
serious revolt wh 
unable to fulfil, 
fc pledges which e 

The complications and difficulties of the Gove 
were, in fact, so great that the pledges were no 
P. 641. 

"·The Trade Unionlists, in fact, who had- at the 
outset of . the war patriotically refrained from bar 
gaining as to the price of their aid, were, on, the 
whole, ' done' at its close." Pp. 643-644. 

'\ 
The unions are curiously short-sighted in their sell 

out. Most unions, particularly the Amalgamated 
Engineering Union, have for years refused to recog 
niseo the existence of women in industry but, the 
A.E.U. has signed an ~rrrent ·to give men's jobs 

• to women. If women engaged in engineering wish 
to join a union they are told to go to the Transport 
or Mtmicipa.l Workers' unions. 

Little opposition to this can be seen. For the first 
time in 50 years the trade unions are without an 
opposition point of view. This is an, outward sign 
of inward decay. Social 'bodies survive in changing 
conditions by developing the faculty of self-criti 
cism. 'There may be a Hittle grumbling in the union 
branches, but there is no constructive idea with 
which to combat the leaders. In the meantime the 
active trade unionists, the one-time militants, con 
tinue to pay and collect contributions to the funds 
controlled by the reactionary leaders. 

STALINISTS IN THE UNIONS 

The policy of the Communist Party is 100% 'Trade 
Unionism-but if 20% is ill 100% cannot be much 
better: what is needed is a change in quality, not In 
quantity. The only objection of the Communists Is 
that the bureaucrats' jobs are not entirely held by 
StaJiinists: They desire only a change of personnel, 
not of principle. The Communists who do achieve 







the cheers of the House that "anything i 
nature of persecution, victimisation or 
hunting is odious to the British people." 
feels now that' an assurance that they we 
also odious to the British government woul 
have been more sui 

These sidelights on 
Johnston: and Co., the C.0.'s of the last w 
now risen to power and the further demo 
stration of Labour Leaders willingness to 
the dirty work for the Right, are not ve 
important, however because they were cle 
enough before. It is more significant ' 
(though ·,'equally well demonstrat, 
past) that they show up the d 
screen of the conscience clauses a 
shift to sugar the naked comp"" 
scription and its developments 

FARCE OF C.O's TRI 
Military conscription was b! .. . _ 

May, 1939. To preserve the illusion that vival, and others of them realise that what 
under "democracy" minority opinion is not they admired in Hitler before the war was 
crushed, the conscientious objector was precisely the measures being adopted by the 
"recognized" andtribunals ·set up to determine government today. The capitalists may have 
his conscience (women by the way, haven't to sacrifice something, but German and 
got one: "the question of conscientious ob- Italian experience shows them it is worth 
jectors does not arise"). This is the basis their while. 
on which Bevin claims that a C.O. must It seems likely, then, that the totalitarian 
"loyally accept the verdict arrived at.'' No state will be the next step in British politics. 
mention is made of those who not only object The liberals, foreseeing it, seek for dee: 
to serving in the armed forces but also reject larations and promises that the individual's 
the whole principle of conscription, of die- rights wil be respected, and that there will be 
ta.ting to a man what he shall do. Of course some form of popular franchise. That apart 
the whole business of a body of men sitting there is no real difference on war aims: those 
in judgment· on another man's conscience is who want to go back to 1939 capitalism 
farcical, yet Bevin's "claim" that the C.O. realising that there must be some stabilising 
must "loyally accept the verdict" presupposes factor, those who want "socialism" really 
not only that the tribunals can fulfil their having identical views on the co-operation 
function, but that they actually do dispense of capital and labour. Internally, then, there 
"justice" in fact: He could bank on the fact will. be no disagreement, externally, there 
that most of his hearers and almost none of may be considerable differences on European 
the general public had ever attended one_of policy. ALBERT MELTZER 
those ridiculous and repulsive sessions. 'T'he 
Tribunals hardly bother to maintain appea 
rances: they are (and always have been) 
merely accessory labour exchanges for those 
of tender conscience. For objectors with 
determined convictions they have a short way 
the military register. 
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Truly the Tribunals perform an important 
and essential function: they provide a screen 

127, George Street, Glasgow, C.1. 

• All •Freedom Press publications obtained 
here. Also a good range of 

Preethought literature. 
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vaded by a host of wordy 
eoreticians, 'scoop' news-reporters, political 

s politicians, who 
oil his market and 
efforts. Take the 

ple. The book- 

rint 
about Fascism without the most painstaking 
and exhaustive investigation into history as 
a whole. Quite contrary to the commonly 
accepted idea, the explanation of Fascism is 
not to be found in a cursory examinatio 
of the last twenty years. Fascism i 

·politico-social organisation demonstratin 
peculiar method 
come into being, 

shops and libraries are loaded with works 
on Fascism, written by all sorts of strange 
and incompetent people. It is almost as 
though everyone who has any political axe 
to grind, and can put pen to paper with any 
degree of proficiency, has written a study of 
Fascism, and yet I doubt if there is another 
subject so much before the public eye, about 
which the majority of people, intelligent or 
simple, are so profoundly ignorant. As one 
who has attempted to read practically every 
thing that has been written· about Fascism, 
I am not surprised that as well as being com 
pletely unaware of the true historical signi- 
ficance of this strange and terrifying 'New 
Order,' most people are fed-up with the very 
word Fascism. For, of the spate of litera 
ture published on the matter, there is little 
I can call to mind which is free from false 
assumptions, personal prejudices, ideological 
bigotry; and even deliberate misrepre 
sentation of historical fact. 
Now whilst these faults may not be serious 

in an historian, (most history is mythology 
anyway) they are absolutely fatal to an his 
torical analysis undertaken to promote un 
derstanding of contemporary affairs. Analy 
sis requires the application of the 'critical 
faculty to known facts, and the employment 
, of reason to discover the relationship between 
origin and purpose. Therefore the method 
of analysis must be scientific, and not specu 
lative. If the product of the analysis, 
the concept,-is coloured by prejudice or 
distorted by false assumption, the course of 
events will always contradict the findings of 
the analysis. That is why so many of the 
books written about Fascism are valueless. 
History has proved them nonsense. 
For this reason no earnest student of con- 

coming into being, a , 

bination of many seemingly contradictory 
causes. 'the task of the analyst of Fascism 
is to discover the point of reconciliation be 
tween these contradictions, to assess the 
correct value of each contributing factor, to 
separate the superficial influences from the 
real impulsions, and to build up a concept of 
the whole which will reveal the general nature 
of Fascism in the particular form of its 
expression. • 

In his latest work on the subject, "Fascism. 
--What is it?" F. A. Ridley has gone a long 
way towards accomplishing this task. He 
has, moreover, without loss of continuity, 
succeded in 'compressing his analysis within 
the covers of a 32 page pamphlet. Political 
pamphlets are often, for some obscure reason, 
poorly produced and even carelessly printed, 
as though it doesn't matter what the thing 
looks, like, so long as the matter is there. 
This pamphlet is published by the Freedom 
Press, and apparently they don't take this 
line, for their productions are noted for their 
attractive, almost artistic, presentation. This 
little book is no exception, and deserves to 
secure a wide public, for it is one of the best 
things I have read on a little understood but 
vitally important subject. 

Ridley argues that Fascism is the twen 
tieth century manifestation of the science of· 
counter-revolution which has throughout his 
tory frustrated the realisation of the revolu 
tionary efforts of oppressed classes. But in 
postulating Fascism as Capitalism's counter 
revolutionary answer to Socialism's revolu 
tionary challenge, he does not: endorse the 
widely accepted definition of counter-revolu 
tion as re-action, pure and simple. On the 
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Commentary " we printed a manifesto of 
anarcho-syndicalist C.G.T. Since then 
have received newspapers and manifest, 
from. our Chile correspondent setting out 
war-situation there in more detail. In p 
ticular, the Bulletin issued for the Congr 
of the Anarchist Federation of C 
(brother-organisation of the C.G. 
analyses the situation created by the Havana 
Pan-American Conference, briefly sum 
ma.rised as follows:- 
The Havaria Conference ;has brought all 

the American nations (with the exception of 
Canada) together. It follows on the Pan 
American Conferences of Panama and Lima 
with the same objective: that of establish 
ing United States domination of the Con 
tinent. 'There is no doubt whatsoever that 
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