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in Germany would be simply a fifth column; 
it would facilitate the success of British arms 
by weakening the enemy at home. For the 
same reasons they refuse to contemplate 
revolution in this country. Under no circum­ 
stances do they regard social revolution as 
the only: effective means of strengthening 
the anti-fascist struggle. 
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All these sections, whether they elevate 
armed, force or economic ci:rcumstances, as 
the principal determinant of human progress, 
all disregard the power of the human initia­ 
tive of individuals in the mass, who compose 
the vast bulk of society everywhere. For 
them there is no distinction between the men 
who fight, and the tanks, guns, and aero­ 
planes they fight with. They are all instru­ 
ments of force wielded not bv the initiative 
of the whole of society, but from above by 
the very small fraction comprising the 
government and the class it represents. For 
the economic determinists, men are so much 
clay for external conditions to mould, and 
for them, equally, individual initiative in the 
mass does not exist. Even those advocates 
of peace aims declarations who do place some 
faith in the power of ideas, can only conceive 
of such power being wielded by a government 
department of propaganda. . 
Anarchists have always taught that by 

placing responsibility and initiative in the 
hands of the workers themselves instead of 
entrusting all intiative to a few leaders, a 
huge incalculable reservoir of power can be 
released which will sweep away all existing 
conditions which make for human misery and 
enslavement. The socialist movement has 
neglected to prepare the workers to defend 
themselves, and instead has taught them to 
rely on the strength of their national arma­ 
ments and on the size and material resources 
of their trade-union organizations. But the 
short history of the rise of fascism has al­ 
ready shown that such faith is misplaced: 
it has always led instead to the defeat and 
enslavement of the workers. The German 
de-union movement was the largest ond 

the wealthiest in the world. It fell without 
a blow before Hitler. So did the French. 
Having relied on their large organizations, 
their wealth, and armed force, they have 
now been deprived of all these weapons. 
Knowing no other means of struggle tliey are 
defenceless. 

It should be unnecessary to reiterate the 
contrast provided by the Spanish syndicates. 
There the workers, under the powerful in­ 
fluence of the anarchists, had learned that 
the revolution would only come from their 
own initiative and endeavour, and not from 
inevitable economic progress or their 
"leaders" in the Popular front government. 
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(leaving aside the criticism to 
trade unions are open: they have 
with ia a series of articles in "War 
tary" by 'Tom Brown on "Trade Uni 
Syndicalism" since published asap 
or to obtain arms, the workers mu 
propaganda by word and deed, in sm 
organized at their places of work, t 
of preventing any dictatorial regime 
tablishing itself on a firm basis. I 
the workers, who produce the ar 
the governments use against them; 
who are the creators of all the w 
which the government lives; they who 
pose the army. The exploiting class ma 
tains its power by economic domination, 
securing to itself all wealth; but the labou 
power of the workers is the sole means for 
the production of that wealth. In reality 
the workers wield economic power already. 
When they· awake to the realization of that 
power, and act in solidarity with full con­ 
sciousness of their strength, they will no lon­ 
ger need to rely on the dubious leadership 
of the capitalist class and the Trade Union 
bosses to fight fascism. Instead they will 
build a new world 
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wartume press was 
nth enlivened by a flash of fantastic 
a, Unheralded and unsung, Rudolf 

uty Fuhrer of the German Reich, floated 
h from the cllouds above Scotland, literal­ 

aperman's point of view, a gift from 
-njecture for many days 
rom Nazi vengeance, a 

, a decoy ·bird of dia­ 
re idealistic .hum.ani- 
cinating speculation 
elighted columnists. 
raven or hero', gosh 
"1il Mail" led the 

s was a, religious con­ 
ilgrim seeking salvation, He had seen the 
d wished to make atonement for the sinful­ 
his wicked past. ... Oasting off his evil com­ 

ns, in the full flush of spiritual regeneration, 
stened to throw himself upon the mercy of the 

.teous, to cast in; his lot with that happy band 
rusaders marching behind the banners of Democ­ 
' and Freedotm. Hurrah for St George and merrie 
'land, death to the dragon of the continent. Ward 
e compared Hess with the Lord Buddha wtho left 
dhara and the Abode of Love that. men might 
he Truth, and also with St. Francis of Assisi 
,n,muroed his profli:gaif;e Florentine life to em- 
he vocation of Holy Poverty. I was disappoin­ 

,t his article contained no quotations from 
Ancient and Modern,' "How sweet the name 

·· ,~." 

edric.k Lohr 
Lighten our darkness, 0 oracle of political wisdom. 
Give tongue Dorothy Thompson, give tongue 

Readers will forgive my slight aberra.tion from the 
path of sober comment, but rarely am I so moved 
by the penny press. I have no intention of adcli'ng 
my theory to the confusion of speculation, .... Space in 
War Commentary is far too valuable, and so far as 
it goes the German communique is, as feasible as 
ny other version to date I amm interested in this 
Hess affair chiefly because of the tremendous filip 
it is bound to give the nascent movement for Peace 
by Negotiation, evident in the propa,g'anda of pacifist 
organis,ations and left winJg· parties, as a result of 
which the anarchist is likely to be aocused of in­ 
humanity and inconsistency because he is unaJble to 
support such an, agitation. In order to avoid mis­ 
undersrtanding and possible recrimination, therefore, I 
will try to state the Anarchist position, as I see it, 
with regard to 'Peace by N egotlaion:! 

The anarchist attitude is neither inhumane riior in­ 
consis.tent. It is extremely irritating at tinies to be 
accused of inhumanity because our stand against the 
war is taken up on the findings of an objective analy­ 
sis of capitalist society, instead of on a mawkish sen­ 
timent masquerading as humanitarianism. 'The anar­ 
chist is as anxious as anybody else for the war to 
cease. He abhors the wicked waste of life and the 
senseless destruction of material which is going on 

. . . at the present time. He is as conscious: as any 
No other journalist that I read equalled this effort, prating pacifist of the horror and bestiality of mecha­ 

but the Amencan ·colummsts battled manfully in the nised warfare, its brutalisl.nJg; effect upon the indi­ 
attempt. One maintained that this extraordinary event anal, is callous indifference to sufferings of both 
was of even greater irmpoili;ance than a. millta.ry vie- innocent and guilty. More, because of his recognition 
tory, and nullified all the German advances. Another, of the class nature of the conflict, the sordid issues 
who had just return.eel to the. ,states fr'Ollh Berlin, of the war are not for hi.Im mi.tigait;ed by the illusions 
and was therefore an authority on the matter, con- of freedom, justice or morality. He sees the war 
tended that the Nazi party was riddled with intrigue quite simply as. an expression of class-rule, in which the 
and double-dealing, that msurrection and _d1sloya.Ity . noblest sentimeu.ts of men are exploited in the 'bas­ 
in the German ArimJy was with difficulty suppressed, tard names of Nationalism and Patriotism, for the 
that fattnine and disillusioDIIIlent was rife among the conques.t of Power· and the defence of private privi­ 
civil, population, and that any moment now revolution 1ege. 
would sweep away the Hitler regime. Yet another • . 
sasw behind it all the sinister figure of the red butcher Far from being inconsisrtent, it is precisely because 
of Moscow, spinning the web of world revolution from he is consistent that he· cannot line up . with the 
the Kremlin. One Mld .all hailed the nocturnal in- 'peace-negotiators,' for he does not believe pleadings 
vader as a messenger of glad tidings of inevitalble to a capitalist Government to negotiate a cesslation 
Britis/h victory. O Justice and Retribution, how in- of hostilities can mean, in effect, a stopping of the 
scrutable are thy ways. . Time and dignity were lent war. The recognition of a hopeless military position, 
the occasion by the late unlamented Foreign Secre- might induce the government to negotiate a truce, 
tary, now Ambassador at the Arsenal of Democracy, but this would be a surrender to conditions and in no 
and spiritual head of the World Uplift Society who way the result of the pressure of public opinion.. It 
before a gathering of distinguished rotarians, ex- is time the myth is exploded, that- at this, stage of 
pressed 'his opinio;n that this was further evidence of capitalist decline, public (!Pinion ~n influence our 
the righteousness of our noble cause. Onward Christian ruling class against their interests. The day of 
soldiers, marching as to war .... But one thing was petitions and supplications is over. Unless our peace.. 
lacking to complete the incredible comedy, and I negotiators are prepared to carry through their 
trust that before War Commentary goes to' print it agitation to its logical conclusion (which I doubt) 
will have been rectified, for I await with ill-concealed they are merely confusing" the issue which the anar­ 
impa.tience the pronouncement of the divine literatus chist maintains is of paramount importance to reveal., 
herself .. "Speak, 0 aima.zon of, Freedom's cause, that is, the necessity for the woo:kers to stop the war 
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re the blitzkrieg-Norway, the 
nally France itself. The British 
nkirk, the Chamberlain Govern­ 

fallen, and with it had fallen the myth of 
onal dogfight. Face to face with a real foe, 
military policy had failed. It had failed be­ 

ause the other side did not adhere to the rules of the 
game. It did not fail because of the guiltiness of 
the men who had controlled France and England. 
What else could they have done? They were con­ 
ditioned by their past, they stood for past privileges 
and past methods of war-fare, The new German 
Imperialism had a. new method of warfare. The olci" 

erialisms had the old methods 
method won, just as the old 

f its novelty 
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THE common ''theory" in Western Europe 
Herr Hitler is a madman (it is obvious that 
he is a. fanatic) is disproved by the plain facts 

that he fooled the wise-acres of the West-the learned 
statesmen and their diplomatic coho'r.ts. The rise 
to power of Fascism in Germany has been marked 
by diabolically clever plans, which, even if assisted 
by the failure of others and the economic trend to­ 
wards totalitarianism, have succeeded by their origi­ 
nality and use of realpolitik. The blitzkrieg has bee!' 
one such use of a knowledge of realpolitik: the 
intention was to use the power of the coup d'etat 
but to avoid revolution. By a blitzkrieg-a lightning 
war to avoid dissatisfaction at home such as a pro­ 
longed war brings, and instead give a fillip to patrio­ 
tism such as quick victories may produce. " 

Moreover, full use of propaganda was made. The 
plain fact was seen that there was in every country 
a section of the ruling class that preferred to see the 
victory of a foreign power with its own position se­ 
cured than see a victory of its own' working-class by 
means of a social revolution. Apart from this 
section, which was not always very large, there was 
a larger section of the ruling class that was frigh­ 
tened of losing its property. Action can only be 
taken by the unencumbered: Nazi Germany, with 
nothing to lose, took action where large Empires that 
could have crushed her in a few weeks stood still 
for fear of losing their possessions, until Germany 
was as strong as (in some cases, stronger than) they. 
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The first section were the "Quislings" who actively 
supported the fifth-column Nazi activities: the second 
section were the patriots who supported consti­ 
tutional ggvernment where it existed ,and the mili­ 
tary (Nazi) government when it took its place. 
Policemen and State officials were predominant in 
this class; e.g. when the <Germans reached Paris 
(without opposition) they found the French police 
already on duty controlling people for them-all they 
had to do was to walk round and see the sights. 
The police are servants of whatever 'government· is 
in power: they had served many French governments 
and would equally well serve a German government, 
(Nor does this only apply to France). 

taneo 
scheme evolved from the minds o 
in changing the war by changing the 
leadership. The cry that first went up i 
of June-July-August 1940 was for "arming th 
Look, they pointed out, a few parachutists 
cycles walked through French towns and t 
unresisted. All because the people were n 
Now look at Spain. There the people wer 
There fascism took its reverses, and 
defeated. 

All the British and French politicians could do was 
to scream about "traitors" and the like, still secure 
in their 19th century haven of "the national dog­ 
fight" theory, A Belgian, a Briton, a Frenchman to 
fght against his country-monstrous! They had 
never approved of the apparent lack of patriotism 
in so many Germans in escaping from their ow.1 
country and in many cases fighting against it-but 
what could you expect of Germans? Even a. Ger­ 
man must get fed up with Germany, they thought. 
And now for their own countrymen to do likewise. 
One can imagine "our praying General" Lord Gort 
throwing up his hands and thanking God that the 
old Queen wasn't alive to see it. 

Driven out of the Continent with the failure of 
their plans for a conventional national dog-fight, the 
Allied forces returned 'to Britain. A new government 
included Labour and Liberal leaders. Invasion was 
daily expected. What could resist German 
Imperialism? 

(They 
and, so far from German and Italian int 
being successful, it was the British and Fre 
in-the-back that allowed the enemies of the 
the forces of Franco to triumph). Nor did t 
tion that the government of Spain did no 
time arm the people. In July 1936 the revo 
workers took arms for themselves, the lega 
ment then acquiescing, having no option in 
ter. As soon as it found its feet (aided a 
by the counter-revolutionary Stalinists) it 
the workers, and ,allowed Franco to trium 

Nor did they mention- that the Spanish workers 
-were not fighting for capitalist democracy, but for 
social revolution and workers control, the only 
genuine form cf freedom. 

The feat of the armed people of Spain could not; 
therefore, be compared with anything in this country, 
Certain political fakers did so, nevertheless. Chief 
amongst the new military theorists we see the in­ 
genious Mr. Tom Wintringham, who was, in Spain, 
a Stalinist "International Brigade" leader. He saw 
for himself how the Spanish Anarchists fought (the 
militia system of an armed people, the Asturian 
dynamiters ,and the other methods of the despised 
pistoleros"): he himself, as a Stalinist, being opposed 

.. 
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nd in favour of a Regular Army 

, French and German. Back in 
xpelled for personal reasons from the 
ty, he cashed in on his knowledge. 
st" he told how the generals turned 
es contemptuously: "we do not wish to 

methods of the Spanish Anarchists into 
rfare" they told him. In the heroic 
mer, 1940, they wished to do so. The 

efence Volunteers were formed-a triumph for 
t. It was based on guerilla fighting and 
workers patrols-in theory. The naive Left 

thought it was the revolution come at last! 

out. 
The generals recovered from their panic, and Mr. 
Churchill realised that his, Labour colleagues were 
more anxious than he to preserve the status quo. (e.g. 
the "Socialist" "Daily Herald" was the first paper to 
deride any possible arming of the "people). 'The 
Local Defence Volunteers became the Home Guard. 
This was lookcd upon by the wishy-washy reformists 
as merely a change of name, instead of an expression 
of a change of policy. The Home Guard was a regu­ 
lar unit of the Armed Forces, but composed of 
civilians doing spare-time duties-nothing more: Mr. 
"Wintringham may still teach circus tricks in Osterley 
Park under the impression that he is copying the 
methods of the Spanish workers, but the whole 
theory of spontaneous defence is dead. If invasion 
does come now it will be met with a regular Army, 
assisted by a semi-regular Veterans' Corps called the 
Home Guard. The policy of irregularism and spon­ 
taneous defence is not and could not be the policy 
of the British Empire because it is the British Empire. 
Imperialists cannot adopt revolutionary tactics. The 
Reformist's military policy failed because their poli­ 
tical policy _never succeeded: 

This present time, and unquestionably the future, 
demands consideration of what should be a military 
policy for revolutionaries. This is, after all, an age 
of war: revolutions must meet armed resistance. 
Previous revolutions have been crushed by (amongst 
other things) force of arms: previous revolutionary 
strategy demands revision. We have seen, I think, 
the weakness of the planned national dog-fight to­ 
gether with the theory of spontaneous defence 
(under capitalism) ; nor has the German blitzkrieg 
succeeded 'when it could not succeed immediately, 
as in Britain, and showed up its faults-a clumsy 
bureaucratic State machine behind the slick facade. 

REVOLUTIONARY 
STRATEGY AND MILITARY POLICY 

(a) Marxist 
1 

THERE are today only two theories worthy of 
consideration as revolutionary: Anarchist and 
Marxist. • 

' ' Most of the allegedly Marxist movements can, 
from the point of view of military policy, immediately 
be classified with the spontaneous defence people, 
changing the course of the war by changing the 
government. This ill at the moment true of the 
British Communists, whose military policy is, how­ 
ever, consistently summed up with the words, "De­ 
fence of the Soviet Union." The maintenance of the 

Russian dictatorship is their main ccincern. The one 
most deserving of consideration is the Trotskyist. 

The Trotskyists have a planned method of altering 
the war and a definite military policy. Their aim may 
be briefly summed up as follows: Conscription yes. 
But under Trade Union Control. The workers must 
go into the armed forces and press for control by 
their unions and not by the officer-caste. Therefore 
the Trotskyists do not say "Turn the imperialist war 
into a civil war" as in 1914-18 but "Fight Hitlerism, 
yes. But under worker's control." 

It can therefore be seen that the scientific anti-war 
policy of the Trotskyists becomes in effect pro-war 
and pro-imperialist. The imperialists have no ob­ 
jection to the Trotskyists telling the workers to sup­ 
port conscription! Do they object to trade union 
control? E"Iriphatically no: the trade unions are so 
tied to capitalist policy that trade union control 
would merely relieve the capitalists of some responsi­ 
bility. In effect, the Trotskyists are through a mis­ 
taken policy, bound hand-in-glove to the Wintring­ 
ham policy. 

(b) Anarchist 
Anarchist miltary policy has a long history. Ori­ 

ginally the Anarchists supported individual action 
and the use of conspiracy. This, in the nineteenth cen­ 
tury was the only available method of fghting feu­ 
dalism and desp'otism, The attempts on the lives of 
crowned monarchs (Russia, Spain etc.,) undoubtedly 
hastened the break-up of the feudal-despotic coun­ 
tries. But in the main these were individual acts, 
unrelated to a general struggle. 

With the Russian Revolution there came the first 
planned anarchist policy. In the Ukraine the armies 
of Nestor ·Makhno sprang up spontaneously as the 
result of the revolution. The armed peasant force 
drove the Whites out of Ukrainia and later drove 
out the Red Army of Trotsky. It was Makhno's aim 
to seize a piece of territory where the anarchist social 
and economic policy could be tried out: a free autono­ 
mous commune. The army had one aim: to "clear 
the way" for anarchism: not to impose anarchism by 
military force but to keep the territory clear' of the 
dictatorial hordes of Denikin and Trotsky. They 
were noted for exceptionally brilliant guerilla 
strategy such as alt the Wavells and Wintringhams 
in the world could never hope to attain, e.g. the 
peasants would attend a village in their h,oliday 
attire, suddenly whip out their guns and take the 
village. 

Ukrainia was, of course, (like social-democratic 
Georgia) too small to stand out against the whole 
of the Russian Empire under Tsar Lenin. It fell. 

The next attempt was in Spain, 1936. We have 
dealt at length with the guerilla tactics of Spanish 
anarchism, especially its arming of a workers' militia, 
which has been vainly attempted to export to "Euro­ 
pean warfare." Anarchism is based on the masses: 
Marxism, Capitalism and Fascism based on a mistrust 
of the masses. Anarchy means liberty for the 
masses; government means authority over the 

They do not say unionism against the officer-caste but, in effect 
with it, for they say union control not strike action, 
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e P.P.U. shows its "active membership" to 
about 8,500, or roughly 16 per cent. of the 

nominal total. Its record for the past year, 
read dispassionately in this Report, is mainly 
one of retreat from public prosecution, so far 
as headquarters has been concerned, and of 
quietism in its local groups. It is uninspir­ 
ing and, indeed, positively depressing to any- 

the position of the 
ake it worse-indeed, 
vement" is very substa.n 

who have utilised the local tribuna 
can hardly make a logical objection to us.in 
the Appellate Tribunal for the same purpose. 
Even more significant is the small propor- 

tion of arrests and courts martial. By Feb­ 
ruary there were over 15,000 men who had 
been given non-combatant service or re­ 
moved from the C.O. Register, excluding 
those who had appealed, and whose cases 



were still under notice of appeal, but inclu­ 
ding those placed in Classes C and. D by the 
Appellate. Of these men" only about 500 had 
been summoned for failing to present them­ 
selves for medical examination. As to 
courts martial, the Central Board of C.O.s 
estimated that up till February there· had 
been about 75. 

Comparing these figures as well as we can 
with those of the last war, and bearing in 
mind Hie fact that the treatment of objectors 
is now: more "tolerant,'' we find that 6261 
men suffered imprisonment between 1916-19 
as C.O.s of whom, 5739 were court-martialled, 
some of them as many as five or six t 
The shorter period of time and bette 
crimination of tribunals can hardly ac 
tirely for the difference between 
mparative figures. 
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could happen one would at lea 
find the country on the verge o 
and even then I know of no his 
in which a government preferred 
such a momentous issue rather th 
the last ditch for its own class int 
(at the very least) resign and lea 
tasteful task to others. Chamberl 
true, did resign-but not until he had himself 
taken the fatal step of making and conduc­ 
ting war for some months. Looking indi­ 
vidually at the firm which has taken his place, 
it is difficult to think of them as represen­ 
tatives of "the simple moral impulse that 
took this nation into war." It is at least odd 
that their "moral impulses" never seem to 

In such circumstances one looks with in- have been stirred until the balance of power 
terest and with hope to· groups within the in Europe was so upset that British imperial­ 
P.P.U. which have shown themselves aware lsm was severely menaced. Odd too that 
of its inadequacy. Mr. Miller's pamphlet appeasement . was pursued until, and only 
interested me immediately because of its title until, the combined Air Forces of France and 
and because there was evidence in the open. Great Britain were within a measurable dis­ 
ing pages that the author had diagnosed tance of overtaking in size the Air Force of 
spine of the worst basic errors of the Union. the Reich. 
I wish I could feel that he had given a lead According to Mr. Miller's new pacifism, 
likely to be helpful to thousands of young such an analysis is "cynical." He is not con­ 
pacifists now groping for something better tent to say that many who are fighting in 
than reformism tinged with mysticism, which this war are sincere idealists who believe 
serves the P.P.U. in place of a policy. In- they are fighting for freedom. I suppose he 
stead I find only a one-eyed man offering to would be even more distressed at my cyni­ 
lead the blind. . cism if I pointed out that public indignation . . 

To avoid any· risk of overstatement, we 
may say that there is no evidence of greater· 
war resistance and distinct indications to the 
contrary. The wise policy of, the Govern- 
ment is without doubt partly responsible for 
this. By careful grading and "tolerant" 
handling of the objectors it has split them 
up very neatly. But this should not conceal 
from us the fact that clearer policies and 
more enterprising leadership in the opposing 
forces would have made it more possible to 
resist the insidious methods of the govern­ 
ment, designed to divide and conquer. The 
rapid advance of ihdustriai conscription now 
finds the war resister in a more difficult posi­ 
tion than he (or she· ) has ever faced in this 
country: and the P.P.U., which was to have 
been the very spear-head of resistance, is 
blunted by compromise and rusty with in­ 
action. 



would ring more true 
reacted similarly to our own treat­ 

' Indians and Arabs. I have 
int too frequently to make 
me to elaborate a compari­ 
nnot repeat too often that 
ow a British parallel for every 
d that without delving far into 
se that we grant the genuine 

of British "revulsion against tyranny, poli­ 
r and race hate," suppose that we assume 
alists (including, presumably, Mr. Miller) 

ware that these things flourish in the Briti: 
3,++ire. it is still absurd to assume this moral indi 

f as war which was beg 
servative Government in circumstances ve 

led us into conflict with Louis 
+apoleon and Kaiser Wilhelm. One does not 

need to be "cynical" to be a realist and notice the co­ 
incidence of moral indignation with historic interests. 

Miller's pamphlet may not be of any importance, in 
.e sense that it may have no influence in pacifist 
ircles I am concerned with it because it actually 
nanates from what is supposed to be a "left' ·'group 
tho P.PU.' and in an organisation so devoid of 

eas or leadership almost any positive proposals are 
able to attract attention, however half-baked. The 
.P..U. fell hook, line and sinker for "appeasement," 

because (as Mr. Miller quite correctly points out) 
it failed to realise that "the only alternative to 
ppeasement or war was to broaden the front and 
nd the basis for a truly revolutionary struggle in 
urope against property and privilege." That revolt 
gainst P.PU. acceptance of "the dubious coin of 
'[unich" was widely felt by thinking pacifists. But 
he M!ller policy .offered, as the correct alternative is 
ten times worse than the P,PU. evasions and nega 
tions I refer not to those brave words about revo­ 

gle, but to the passages in which his 
' philosophy is amplified. 

To Mr. Miller there appears to be a "tense struggle" 
already in progress for the direction of the war effort. 
The Government itself includes "both reactionary and 
progressive elements." Nobody, of course, would 
deny the existence of different group interests and 
personal opinions represented in the Government; 
but one would have thought it obvios that in funda­ 
mentals they were united-on the basis of responsi­ 
bilities which all accept in common. The government 
is a· oa:f,itallst-imperialist government, maintaining 
and protecting the institutions of banking, private 
ownership in land and the means of production, arbi­ 
trary rule over a vast colonial empire and all 
minor forms of oppression and robbery that accom­ 
pany these institutions. One is either in favour of 
such institutions or one is not, and acceptance of 
office in a Government, means acceptance of its 
general basis and purpose, if it means anything at all. 
When a Labour Party Boss accepts office in the 
Goverrment, he shares responsibility for every Indian 
or African flung into jail (with or without trial) for 
the crime of "agitating" to free his country. You 
can't throw a man into prison for something and at 
the same time be on his "side"-indeed, the chief 
object of having Labour Members in the Government 
would appear to be that it shuts their mouths, makes 
them accomplices of all ·that 1s done (very willing 
accomplices I admit) and ties up their official organs 

of opinion in the same noose. I have learnt not to 
expect much from the Daily Herald, but during two 
Labour Governments and the present coalition it 'has 
been obvious that not a word of serious criticism 
could show in its columns, not even by way of the 
usual demagogy to keep up a "1eft" appearance. True, 
petty issues are made much of but how can the "left" 
make any really serious criticisms when every word 
would reflect on its own leaders and its own party 
policies? 

So much for "progressive elements." , But not 
content with this boost for the bogus left, Mr. 
Miller would raise our hopes of Saul being among 
the, prophets, "Can anyone say with' confidence, for 
example, how far Churchill would go towards 
nationalisation and socialism if he saw it to be essen­ 
tial for winning the war ?"' Such is his query, 
No one can say "with confidence' what anyone else 

will do. I can't say "with confidence" that Hitler 
won't turn Roman Catholic tomorrow quit the war 
and retire to a monastery. But I can 'and shall base 
my calculations of the future upon my experience 
of the past. A wise man trusts nobody with any 
more power than he can help for any longer than he 
can avoid. That is why I am an anarchist. The 
slightest responsibility should be considered from two 
points of view--what do you know against this man 
and what do you know in his favour? Viewing 
Mr. Churchill's history as imperialist statesman, anti­ 
socialist and anti-working-class politician, strike 
breaker and Jingo and booster of Mussolini, I can 
see a great many reasons against trusting • him an 
inch and not one single thing in his· favour. Even 
intelligence in such a man is a menace. But if the 
New Pacifists are hoping for "Nationalisation and 
Socialism" from that quarter what in God's name is 
the matter with Hitler? Co-ordination from the top 
(with limited but secure, dividends for the rentier), 
isn't that the very essence of Hitler's programme and 
the very reason why his "National Socialism" is such 
a menace to the real goods-worker's ownership and 

· worker's control? And why should anyone "with 
confidence" assume' that Churchill "socialism" would 
be any better? 
It is, indeed, on this very point that Mr. Miller 

slips up finally and plunges for the prevalent, and 
growing "totalitarianism" as the white hope of the 
new order, to which pacifists must drop their oppo­ 
sition. What matters, according to him, is not that 
"totalitarian control" is rapidly on the increase, but 
who is going to pull the wires when we marionnettes 
dance on the end 'of them. One would have thought 
that no class or group which once laid hold of the . 
right end of those wires was going to let go without 
being slung out in a revolution-that idea does not 
seem to. have bothered Mr. Miller. Still less does it 
concern him that, under any control whatsoever, 
totalitarianism means the enslavement of man to a 
bureaucracy, of the individual to a machine. This 
New Pacifism accepts The State in all its newest and 
most ghastly implications. 

I • ' It is not surprising to find that Mr. Miller com- 
pletely tolerates the· idea of industrial conscription 
as a "Socialist feature" which would have been neces­ 
sary in any controlled economy'(Instance the pre­ 
war unemployed-what could we do with 2,000,000 
of them without "state control of labour?"). It is 

(Continued on page 15) 
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To bring us up to 1941, it merely remains 
to add that the British conquered the Sudan 
in 1898. A few years before they."took Aden 

mctect the -"Bab-el-Mandeb"-"the Gate of the South" 
archy of the paramount strategic and the Indian Ocean-significantly_Aden 
of the Eastern sea-routes for the 1s under the jurisdiction of the. Indian 
xpedition of the great 'general government: it links up with Colombo, Singa- 
own estimation, merely a :first pore, Hong-Kong, in a continuous strategic 

move against India, a modern version of the chain. ('The Island of Socotra opposite 
gy of Alexander the Great. British Aden was taken by an 'amusing trick: a 
ower narrowly frustrated the greatest French gunboat was sent to "annex" the un­ 
dern strategists. It was no accident occupied island of France. 'The officers dined 
Nelson, immediately after the Battle with the Governor of Aderi. • • When they 

Nile, which dispersed the French awoke from their orgy and arrived at their 
nt a message overland to India to destination, the British flag flew- over the 
he impression that Buonaparte wa island!) 

ming. The British occupation of Egypt, Finally, the 1914-18 war "for the rights of 
bsequent to the French withdrawal, small nations" added vast territories in the 
roved, it is true, only temporary, none the Near ~ast-Palestine, Trans-Jordania, Iraq, 



to the British territory and/or "protection.' realized the vit 
And on the very eve of the present war ranean in the 
100,000 square miles in S. Arabia, opposite Western Power 
"Italian East Africa" were annexed by a Spanish War, Charles Duff frequen 
stroke of the pen as a "democratic" counter- attention to the teachings of this Nazi schoo 
poise to Mussolini's East African aggression of thought in connection with German. 
m Ethiopia. vention"-or wa!'l it "non-·· • • • 

Such, in brief outline, was the successive the Iberian Pe 
acquisition of the Eastern sea-routes the Spai 
life-line of the British World-Empire. ' To- Finally, Hitler's man-on-the-spot, t 
day, the great Island-Colossus is fighting a man explorer Max Gruhl, has mdicat, 
defensive war against its land-hungry Im- Red Sea littoral as the spot where the ut:c1.Lu­ 
perialist rivals, Fascist Germany and Italy blow could best be dealt to the British World­ 
(to be sure, at the time of writing Italy Empire. (cp. "The Citadel of Ethiopia" 
seems more or less out of it). Germany, cited in my book 'Mussolini Over Africa 
however, is a horse of a different colour: in There is little doubt that the political a 
the present drive towards East by the Third military leaders of the Third Reich h 
Reich we note the present fusion of two taken to heart the suggestion. The Balk 
trends of thought, respectively: the military were· only a preliminary: it is in Africa t 
conception of Buonaparte and the political the German disciples of Buo 
conception of the (former) Second Reich their knock-out blow to the el 
when Hitler's predecessor the Hohenzollern which blocks their road, not o 
Empire, aimed consciously at a space," but to World-Empire. 
G rea t E a s te r Ii Empire via the Can the successors of Pitt an 
creation of the "Berlin to Baghdad" line. stop the new Buonaparte ?-for 
(As Islam"Jewish Catholicism," as I have of the Third Reich is, beyond qu 
elsewhere styled the creed of the Arabian most dangerous 'rival that the British = 
prophet, is still a major force in these lands. has known since the Imperial Corsicar. 
We may expect Hitler to find that the Moslem bemg a prophet, I cannot say. This muc 
peoples, despite their physical resemblance however, can .be stated with certaint 
to the Jews ,are "honorary Aryans" for the The British Empir_e in the East 
duration of the conflict: his predecessor the accident, but, contrarily, was a strat 
ex-Kaiser had already, prior to 1914, promis- economic necessity to rising British Imperia­ 
ed to defend Mohammed as jealously as hsm. The Gibraltar-Suez-Aden sea-route is 
Christ in return for the pblitical support of • the jugular·.vein of the British world-power, 
Islam!) whose spectacular rise has been largely due 
As for the military strategy of the Ger. t its brilliant sense for key strategic posi­ 

man High Command, we must always re tions. Once that_is cut, the unwieldy 
member that Buonaparte is the "spiitaj Leviathan will infallibly bleed to death. If 
master of the modern German Army, We consider, as historical justice demands 
through the agency of his Prussian disciple tl;la~ 'Ye snould, the evolution of British Im­ 
General Clausewitz, the classic theoretician ):>eriahsm . as the major political fact of 
of "Prussian Militarism." Subsequent his. modern history, then this conclusion neces­ 
tory has strengthened the dictum of Buona. sarily confronts us: the German invasion of 
parte that Egypt is Britain's "Achilles' Heel" • Eg~t is no mere affair .of outposts, it is w h . • the hfe-or-death of the greatest modern em- 
,., e ave mentioned General Von Clausewitz. pire that is. at stake: the culmination of an 
the present connection, we may relevantly historic process that dates back to Cromwell 

recall his famous aphorism, couched in the I and the dawn of British Capitalism w \ 
very spirit of Buonaparte: "War is the con- on the eve of a decisive battle· in ;:. are 
tinuation of politics by other means." The history. 
leaders and theorists of the Third Reich have 
fully assimilated this line of politico-strategic 
thought. In particular, the German geo­ 
politic school, wit:h powerful connections in 
both military and political circles, has always 

on· account of urgent current events, F. A. Ridley 
is postponing indefinitely the articles on socialist 
ethics etc., mentioned in his previous article in "War 
Commentary". In next month's issue he writes on: 
"Stalin Red Tsar." 



cription of workers 
ocialism, and illustrates the bankruptcy 

ystem compared with anarcho-syndicalism. 
cription of labour under capitalism is simply 
ion to chattel slavery-forced labour not for 
lleged public service, purely and simply, but 
private profit of the capitalists. Once more 

onders what Mr. Miller objects to about Hitler. 
y have all those 'blessings" in Germany today, 
her, with the "restrictions now governing proper­ 
nd finance" which (though far less rigid here than 

those of Hitler) Mr. Miller finds so admirable when 
the Churchill Government and the Labour 
om "we may credit . . . with good faith 
awareness." 

ome years ago I remember twitting the Editor of 
New Statesman (who is a pleasant mixture of 

oia.nism and Gladstonian Liberalism, scented with 
ender) with the remark that there was not much 
erence betwe,en the policy that he was advocating 

"National Socialism." To my 
prise he said: "lo, there isn't much. It's all we 
do in the circumstances. The difference will be 
t it will be done by decent people without the 
litv and the anti-semitism" On another occasion 

to me: "Fascism is Habianism 
I recalled these two obser­ 
ast page of Mr. Miller's pam­ 

-" let. ';,Pacifists," he says, "who take any positive 
e at all will find themselves taking their economics 

an .... " 
? Why not Leviticus? Why 

d Mr. Gladstone 

M A Y, 1941. 

WE thank those comrades who have contributed 
to our Press Fund last month, and in particula.r 
the three American groups who saved an other­ 

wise poor month as far as the Press Fund was con­ 
cerned. Will readers please note that during· the 
coming months our Press Fund will be merged with 
the special " Freedom Press Reconstruction Fund" 
and that all contributions to War Commentary Press 
Fund (and 'this, should be clearly indicated in your 
letters), though they will be included in the special 
appeal lists, will be earmarked for War Commentary. 
If you have not already clone so, please turn to page 
16 NOW! 1"lg 
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Dear Comrades, 
·You suggested some time ago that I might let you 

know of my experiences " on the land " as a c.o. so 
having a little spare time I thought I would send 
you a report. ' 
I have been· ,employed by a War Agricultural Exe­ 

cutive Committee since January 20th. As is usual, 
my pay for the first eight weeks was 38s. per week, 
and after that 48s. per week. Until March 1 we 
worked a 48-hour week, now it is a 51-hour one. I 
might add we do not get paid until the following 
week, now usually a Thursday. 
We are housed in caravans, shortly to be changed 

to army huts, for which 3s. per week rent is deducted. 
We have to do all our own housekeeping and cooking. 
We have many grievances, chief of which, are: 

1. Condensation in the confined space of the cara­ 
van is terrfble. Books, cloths and blankets get very 
damp, and this becomes intolerable.. 
o, Through lack of space, fumes from the oil cook­ 
ing stoves, produce sore throats, catarrh is prevalent. 
These stoves blacken everything around. 

3. Threats are used to those who are not considered 
to be working enough. One other c.o. and I, have 
twice been threatened with a transfer to a worse job 
unless we worked harder. According to our foreman, 
once on the instigation of a head foreman, and· once 
on the instigation of a direct representative of the 
committee. Strangely enough, both of us 'were the 
only political objectors in the camp! ' - 
4. C.o's from other parts of the 'country are not 

allowed to transfer to committee's nearer home. 
In winter, cases of blankets actually freezing during 

the night have been reported. 
At present I am working on one of the many dere- 

lict farms in the area. ' • 1 
One thing is certain, unless the scandalous condi­ 

tions are improved before long, trouble can be 
expected in these camps. 

Yours fraternally, 

• 

A.Mee. 

I 
Detroit: I Refrattari 
Group (!!)er l'A) £4/14/0 
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Owing to pressure of space we are regret­ 
tably compelled to hold over till next month 
Dinah Stock's article on Gandhi's work and 
the editorial comment mentioned in a pre 
vious issue. • 

.\ 



assi 
print 
topi 
are beginning 

N 
'R 


