
occasio
the Comm uni sts act as a fraction, the

ince
, the

of Information)
rx and the Trade unions" "When the
federation of Labour of France made it

ndition of its· affi liation to the Red International
r Unions that, the mutual representation
the Executive of the Comintern and the

came law. Under this Act the trade union leaders R.IL.U. be abolished, we, on the advice of Lenin,
may, if they feel they are in danger from any rank- made this concession."
and-file movement, cease to hold meetings, confer- "Experience has shown that it is better to carry
ences or election of officers. To carry out these out a correct policy through a Comm unist fraction,
dictatorial measures they have only to receive the than through the mutual representation." Bince
consent of the Registrar. To "capture" the trade then. the Comm uni sts have always worked as a frac
unions is more difficult than storming the Bastille. tion, with all the jerry-wangling that goes with

This matters little to Syndicalists who do not such. When they could not get their own way, they
desire the jobs and salaries of the trade union officials have attempted to break up the organisation by use
as do the Comm unists. Nor do we Syndicalists desire of these fractions as in the well known cases of the
the millions of capital in the trade union funds. Our Scottish Mineworkers, the London Garment Workers
aspirations are not of that world. But there is one and the London Trades @ouncil.
part of the trade union movement which is not yet Second! . the Communists have carried. out a
entirely lost to the class struggle of the workers, the u 4". .-« 1oa1so ·shop steward movement. regular whispering campaign against loyal shop stew-

It is true that the Communist Party b its ards, insinuating and suggesting, but never· openly
y - •factory activities has brought this name into deep accusm~. .

disrepute. In many factories the name is even more Thirdly; the Communists have packed shop-
hated than thatof the worst labour leader, but in stewards meetings with party members who have
other factories there remain thousands of stewards not been elected as stewards and even introduced
who are faithful to tde; works,ad9re honoured by} Pg$, yh9 yegg g epgygd is the factory (at
their workmates. why##'hGkS' 'k Addi#IN#f kl}jQ#AR factory,

"Ratty s rrans6#mrnrt, sears$;; 19ii Gt$" t.38 %. 





THE BRITISH are a very curious people. Once, Health's Central Housing Advisory Committ
you- may remember, they were going to hang· early this year. -

out their washing on the Siegfried Line; nothing During the last. war there was the same co
much may be said to have come of that excepta fident talk, the same fine promises; and when it wa
short-lived popular song success. 'Now the popular all over, we had what was called a 'Reconstructio
theme-song would appear to be, Government'. We had two million unemployed,

. , and all over the country mushroo.
's of jerry-built houses, and a nightmare

" on development along the new by-passes,
of optimism, and renewed reconstruction and retri- crating the English countyside. Men wearing
bution talk. Once it was the U.S.S.R. that was ribbons hawked matches in the gutter ,ex-offi, _
going to save us; now it is the U.S.A. Once it was turned the handles ofbarrel-organs andtried to sell
air supremecy, now, it seems, it is the long-talked-of vacuum cleaners from door to door .... But the
and long-agitated-for Second Front. The ejection of masses have no memory. Or have they? Not even
the British from Norway and France is now old politicians can fool all the people all the time, and
history; since then· there has been Greece, Crete, pie in the sky is all very well, but, when the bread
Malaya, Singapore, Burma, Libya. Said the News gets worse, and the eggs disappear finally in the
Chronicle after the fall of Tobruk, 'Whenever we Great Egg-Muddling Scheme (eggs, we are told, are
have come up against Hitler's forces, or against the going to be scarce 'during thenext two years of war'
Japanese, there has been the same monotonous re- Surely this is a misprint for. wars will be scarce dur
cord of defeat.' Back in February last a writer in ing the next two years of eggs'-in that visiona
The Observer, (London) was pointing out that there era of prosperity ahead of us?) the pie-in-the-sk
was 'no Divinely appointed ruling to the effect that may become less palatable. It is not, after all, ver
the British shall never lose a war.' That was after nourishing fare..
the fall of Singapore. The 'dismal record', as the Reconstruction promises, and retribution threats
News Chronicle called it, goes on, and still the conferences of the United Nations to be called to
British babble o' green fields-the green fields of post settle war-guilt, and punish with the utmost rigidity
war reconstruction, that land fit for heroes of which of the law', to use Mr. Brendon Bracken'swords,
we heard so-much in the last world-war (the one that those responsible for atrocities, such conferences and
was to end war,· if you remember) With Rommel tribunals will be presided over, no doubt, by Dr.
gathering his forces for what must almost certainly Temple and Cardinal Hinsley-all made in the as
be the decisive battle of Egypt, with Alexandria and suinption that in the face of evidence to the con
Suez threatened (no sooner had Rommel swept on trary the United Nations will win this war between
into Egypt after the fall of Tobruk than the Daily rival Fascisms...When the last out-post of Empire
Telegraph hastened to assure its readers that if Alex- totters there will still be British ministers to babble
andria fell it would not close the Mediterranean to o'green belts, and how many hens per head the
the Allies-there were other ports available) we find backyard poultry-keeper (having been previously ad
the Daily Telegraph for July 11th detailing plans of vised to keep hens and help the nation's egg supply)
'six-track highways linking London with every other is to be allowed to keep.....
great city, running through a series of green belts'. as But by then, perhaps, the masses will come out
'the foundation of post-war replanning'. Ministers of their press and radio hypnotised coma and realise
and M.P.'s are always telling us, at austerity ban- that it is not the hens' necks that are in need of
quets, how, after the war, public schools are going -wringing, but the politicians'; that, to parody. John
to be made really public, so that every errand-boy Ball, thing will never go well in England (or any-
may have an old-school tie and, 'tis to be hoped, a where else) so long as there be politicians and gov
Varsity accent; how country houses, the stately ernments. So long as there exists the monstrous
homes of England, are. to be lianded over to the machine called the State to grind the masses into
nation, and a good time, generally, to be had by all. submission by which it is kept alive-like some hide-
Suggestions on the design, planning and equipment ous monster that thrives on human beings.
of houses and flats, after the war, were invited by We heed reconstruction, all right, but a recon
a special sub-committee set-up by the Ministry of struction not dreamed of in the politicians' philo-



sophy. We need reconstruction from the bottom,
from the comm on people, not from the top. It is
not what sort of government we are to have after the
war, but how to get rid of all centralised govern
ment. The need is for a people's reconstruction
program-which can only be effected through
workers' control of industry through their own syn
dicates, and to hell with trade-union bosses, along
with the politicians: In . short, the reconstru ction
represented by complete social revolution. All else
is mere reformism. 'A socialist Britain now ! 'cries
the I.L.P., and, as Damon Runyon would say, it
means nothing, it does not mean anything. The
Labour Party have been talking loosely of 'socialism'
for years, and increasingly since the war. The I.L.P. 
wants 'a workers' government' . . .as though Russia
was not enough. It clamours in Marxist language
for ' a dictatorship of the proletariat' and dictator
ship is an ugly word, and one which can never have
anything to do with freedom. No need to go to
Stalinist Russia for example; the T.U.C. is a pretty
good example of the dictatorship of the proletariat
-a dictatorship that refuses to support strikes in
war-time so as not to hinder the capitalist--imperial-
ist war-effort.

Whether or not this country after the war is in
the position to carry out its reconstruction program
for which so many blueprints are now being made,
is of no importance whatsoever;· if it is in a position
-which would seem highly doubtful-the whole
thing can amount to no more· than so much reform
ism, whatever· government may sponsor it. The
basic evils will remain untouched, the many still ex
ploited by the few. The only recontruction of any
real lasting value to the masses is reconstruction of 
the whole social system into a stateless society 
that is to say an, anarchist society in. which men are
not governed but govern 'themselves in the natural
discipline of a true communism, whose creed is not
competition but co-operation, not Marxism but mut
ual aid. Such a reconstruction flourished in Catal
onia for a short time during the Civil War, until its
superb, exciting promise was smashed by the Repub
lican Government and the Stalinists in unholy alli
ance. Such a reconstruction could flourish in this
country if the people had the will to emacipate
themselves from the T. U. bosses on the one hand
and politicians on the other . . .•.

APOLOGY TO OUR READERS 
We apologise to our readers (and also to the 

authors of the articles) for the great number of mis 
prints in the 1uly issue of War Commentary. This 
was due to some technical trouble at our printers, 
and we hope it will not occur in the future. 

CHILD LABOUR ON THE LAND 
"The Central Executive of the W.E.A., has passed

the, following 'resolution at its meeting on Saturday,
May 29:

"The Central Executive of the Workers' Educational
Association deplores the Government's decision to allow
children of 12 years and over to be exempted from school
atendance for seasonal work in agriculture. In particular
it protests against the provisions by which '(a) persons
other than parents of a child may arrange for its employ
ment, thus depriving evacuated children of a safeguard
given to those living at home; (b) the period of exemption
may be extended beyond 20 half-days; and (c) prior medi
cal inspection of the children has not been enforced. It
urges the Board of Education to insist strictly on the pro
vision that children should not be released from school
so long as any other source of labour is available, and to
press for the early withdrawal of the Defence Regulation."
CABBAGES WASTED! 

"Devon farmers who have grown cabbages for which
they can find no buyers, except. at the ridiculous and un 
economic price of 5s. cwt., will find no consolation in·the
explanation of Mr. G. C. Hayter-Hames, chairman of the
County War Agricultural Committee, that re-organiza
tion of the market has not reached the stage to be able to
cope with increased production.

They are the more indignant because of the fact that
while they are offered aboutld. per cabbage, the retail
price has been as high as 7d. Something must be radic
ally wrong gewhere.

No-new problem is involved, although difficulties may
have· been accentuated by war conditions. Several years
ago, it will be remembered, there was a cry for more
home-produced vegetables, and when supplies were in-
creased, a considerable surplus which could not be market
ed was fed to cattle and pige."

- The Western Morning News 6/7/42
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CHURCHILL FORGETS 
by TOM 

This article by Tom Brown was published in REVOLT! (June 3rd 1939). It is
extremely· topical at the present moment as it foresaw the Alliance
between Communists and Tories which we see realized to day, when Communists
urge people to vote for conservative candidates and call anybody who dares to 
criticize Churchill, fifth columnists and Nazi agents! The C.P. is just as anxious
to forget the past as Mr. Churchill himself. But it is for the workers to remember
his long record as an enemy of the revolution and the working class, and to realize 
that such a man cannot lead them to the crushing of fascism, but can only bring 
reaction both at home and abroad. 

A NARCHISTS ·have ;lways pointed out that re
formists who begin by supporting mildly reactionary
politicians against more open reactionaries end by

supporting the most bitter enemies of the workers. It is
the inevitable course of parliamentarism. The Commun
ist Party which. began by shouting "Vote for MacDonald"
passing through support of the Labour Party to support
of the Liberals, now demands a government inclusive of
(and that would really mean led by) the worst Conservat
ive politicians and counter-revolutionaries, the bitter, un
forgiving class enemies of the workers.

At meetings, in the "Daily Worker" and in 250,000
handbills, the C.P. through its Secretary, Harry Pollit,
calls "Let Attlee, Sinclair and· Churchill get together
without another minute's delay and express their readiness
to form a new Government of the People". We must de
fend our country" cries the disciple of Marx and Lenin.

Churchill has been for a long while the especial dar
ling of the Communist Party. Before he becomes the C.P.
nominated Prime Minister let us consider his long record
of attacks on' liberty and labour, that we may know the
blows to be delivered on our backs. '

We are at once faced by an embarassment of riches.
It· is like reading the life of some celebrated pirate. To
what blood-stained page shall we turn?

We might consider the arming of the South Wales
police against the miners and the shooting of the Feather
stone miners. We might choose his Dardanelles gamble,
an adventure without. any military value, one bound to
{il, which, while leaving Mr., Churchill safe, cost
40,000 lives. Was it incompetence or ambition gone mad?
We might pick out his attacks on the workers in the Gen
eral Strike of 1926 or prefer a short account of his part
in organising the Black and Tan terror in Ireland, a
terror worse than that of Hitler's Storm Troops. Or
shall we be tempted to a remembrance of his slanderous
attacks on the Spanish people during their heroic fight
against Fascism? Let us put aside these tempting offers,
the most sanguinary pages of the Churchill story are
those which tell of his attacks on the Russian Revolution.

In the early days of the Russian Revolution, while
Germany, was still at war with the Western Allies and
Russia, the French and British "democratic" governments
sent armed forces to overthrow the Russian Revolution, so·
the Russians faced British as well as German forces. The
government made war without declaring war and continued
to do so years after the war officially "ceased". It was ex 
actly similar to the "non-intervention" of the Fascist
powers in Spain.

Of all the organisers of intervention in Russia from 
1918 to 1922 Churchill stands out as the greatest and 

most bitter counter-revolutionary. On July 27h, 1920,
he wrote an article for the "Evening News" entitled "The
Poison Peril from the East"' in which he advocated an·
alliance of France, Britain and Germany against Russia.
Now, he calls for an alliance of France, Britain and
Russia against Germany and dines at the Russian Embassy
sipping his soup with fear of the "poison from the east".

Of course, they did not make war against Russia,
they just "non-intervened". Says Mr. Churchill "Were
they (the Allies) at war with Soviet Russia? Certainly
not; but they shot Soviet Russians at sight. They stood
as invaders on Russian soil. They armed the enemies of
the Soviet Government. They blockaded its ports, and
sunk its battleships. But war-shocking! Interference
shame! It was, they repeated, a matter of indifference to
them how Russians settled their own internal affairs"
(The World Crisis: The Aftermath, by Winston S.
Churchill, p.235).

During the greater period of 'intervention, Churchill
was Secretary of State for War. Not only were the
British troops sacrificed in Russia, but he also presented
arms and supplies to the Czarist generals who were fight
ing against the revolution, From statements made by
Churchill in the House of Commons those supplies must
have cost the British taxpayers over £100,000,000. Just
one item: "British ships with stores· continued to arrive
at Vladivostock up till October 1919, and during that
year the total amount supplied or carried in British vessels
to the Siberian armies amounted to nearly a hundred
thousand tons of arms, ammunition, equipment and cloth•
ing" (The World Crisis" W. Churchill p. 247).

The. leading Czarist generals were Koltchak and his
lieutenant Denikin, but Koltchak had another lieutenant,
the British Secretary of State for War, General Galvin
a Czarist officer reports an interview with that official on
May 1st, 1919:

"He, (Churchill) declared 'I am myself carrying out
Admiral Koltchak's orders' " (Daily News, Daily Herald, 
and Manchester Guardian, July 3rd. 1920).

Four hundred pages. of information like this may be
found in W. P. Coates book "Armed Intervention in
Russia" published by Victor Gollancz Ltd., but that was
before Mr. Gollancz became the profit of the Left Book
Club:

Now, while Jewish workers are being urged into war
against Germany under the leadership of Churchill, let
them remember how Koltchak and Denikin and the other
generals supplied with British arms, used them not only
against Russian Revolutionaries, workers and peasants,
but against the Jewish people in the greatest pogroms of
(continued on page 12)
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EQUALlrt' IN • 
Under the heading of "Caste in Army denied", the

Daily Telegraph of July 10th reported the following item
of news raised in Parliament.

A corporal who had escaped Dunkirk, had admitted
taking two gallonsof petrol for his motor-cycle when he
went ta see his wife. After 31 days under arrest, he· was.
courtmartialled and. sentenced to six months detention,
besides having 3/7 deducted fromhis pay and being re-

"The industrial resources of the Ruhr, together wi± duced to the ranks. All this was confirmed by the G.O.C.
Some Of the nel.ghb · t , , Jd· b k d b and hi, sentence reduced 11'l three .months., our coun ;:1es, snou e wor e y an . . • . . .
international syndicate after the war, the Archbishop of. An officer in the same unit, guilty of the same offence 
Canterbury suggested when he spoke on post-war recon- was sentenced .._by caurt-martial to be· dismissed the Service 
struction to the Foreign Press Association in London. This sentence was confirmed by the G.O.C., and immed- 

"There ought to be, by whatever judical procedure iately reduced to a severe reprimand. 
can be devised, the certainty of bringing to just punish- Sir James Grigg, Minister of War, said in reply to
ment those who are reallyguilty of the atrocities in the. the query of the M.P., who raised the matter, "This
occupied countries. - officer was over 50 and dismissal would have fallen on

"Otherwise we shall go into the future without having him with great severity at his age, and he would have had
that necessarily stem expression of justice· which effects the greatest difficulty in living down his disgrace and
such as thesecry aloud for. . · finding any means of livelihood."

"The responsibility that will be laid by victory in Of course, the corporal, now reduced to a private 
this war on the victorious nations will be immense." and serving a lane prison sentence will find everything in 

Daily Mirror 8/7/42. the garden lovely, when he is released! 
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ARDS INFLATION - 
A further increase of £5,564,549 in the note cir-
n, bringing the total for the , +, 

00,000, was recorded in the Bank
o doubt half-yearly adjustments had somethi
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19th Ja,y 1936 
S IX YEARS have passed since the Spanish ly, but in effect not to help Spain, but to help

- workers rushed to the barricades, and inaugu- Russian interests by offsetting·Germany's anti-Com-
rated the Spanish Revolution. Pretences mtern pact. They used the name of Spain for the

and hypocrisies by governments and political parties; glamour which the heroic resistance of the Spanish
lies. and distortions by- the kept Press; slander and workers and peasants had given it; and behind their
abuse hr- the supporters of privilege and authority; every word lay, not the interests of Spam, but the
all have helped to obscure the great light for the interests of Stalin. ,,
world in the most momentous event in social history In Spain itself theCommunist Party pressed
since, on July 14th 1789 the citizens of Paris stormed "Oward its Popular Front policy; not in order to
the Basti114 . ... · - 'I'" "'·~w~e,y.arrbu~-to~d~Jroy:µi~,r~v~lunon. It suited-
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"People's Front"ith the bourgeoisieand the worst iterational'solidarity,4h@No Compromise
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$Social evolution in Spain 
.. . • . \
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arms from the arsenals and the gun shops in order
orm the Montana Barracks and so save Madrid

ugusin Souchy the from falling into the hands of the rebel garrison. Only
revolution has taken, when the workers_·had already seized arms, had already

s of its saved· the capital, did the Giral cabinet (the third to be
formed in a single day) issue a decree for the arming of

,, «- +1emselves some
adrid.

ironical too that Souchy himself should once more be d OH HU''I>''SI OI Lue capital W
he historian of the climax -and triumph of the .. counter- again abandoned to the initiative and courage of t

his pamphlet, "The Tragic Week in May" workers, this time by the Caballero government when
+1a in o+or of +ho Mou dove r 1Q37 fled to Valencia,

.t is of t
ary ini
ecked

ce and
dminis
fore •

i the
and h

n the
, and
ing h

utionary feeling, and lll old d 'l'thl'Lb'S ARM 
implanted than any- Even before the government's abandonment of Ma
e not coatent merely had exhibited once agam how the workers with t

1 Goded and the , slogan "Evviva Madrid sin Gobierno ! "· (Long live Ma
ithout a Government) could astonish the world with
e heroic defence. of November, when Franco's forces,
eked up byGerman and ltalian·_war material and troops
:re thrown back from the very suburbs of the city; eve
fore then the communists had raised the demand f,

e workers and peasants behind the lines everywhere, the abolition of the militia and the formation of a reg
ized the land' and the: factories and administered 'them lar army, Just as Trotsky had bmlt up the disciplin
rectly through their tommittees. For the first time in centralised Red Army to supplant, as Souchy described,
·dern histocy the Spanish workers and peasants had the revolutionary peasant guerillas. As m Russia the

.1ething to defend. The militias therefore had the demand for a centralised army was successful, and with
ial revolution as their basis and background. - it the counterrevolution triumphed. Let us look at the

KERS' INITIATIVE AND achievements of the militias on the one hand and the.
-· ii bourgeois-type army on the other.

SRNMENT IMPOTENCE. ."" ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE MILITIAS. . 
The organisation of the militias had been a spontan- The militias' were spontaneously formed_ by the rank

eous act on the part of the working .class as a direct and file workers both of the revolutionary Anarcho
means of.-overthrmving the fascists onslaught. In spite Sydicalist Uniohs (C.N.T.) and" the" reformist socialist
of the subsequent propaganda extolling the antifascist trade unions (U.G.T.). The demands of the revolutionary

• actions of the "freely elected Spanish Government" it situation naturally made the latter abandon their reform
should be remembered that the Popular Front administra, ism and their deoendence on their obviously bankrupt po.
tion had. done n_othing, absolutely not.h.ing, to prevent or litical leaders, and instead , take direct .o·in themselves.
forestall the rising.· J;nstead _ of cutting short Franco's Leaders were elected by the militiamen themselves, and
career. Azana had made him military governor of the were on a basis of equality with themselves; no privileges
Canaries. The warnings provided by the murder of Lieut- being claimed by such "officers". Discipline was main
ertant Jose Castill9, an,! its reprisal, the assassination on tained without any kind of coercion because all were vol
July 13th of Calvo Sotelo, the monarchist leader who had untarily co-operating towards the same aim-the over
been Primo de Rivera's Finance Minister, were wholly throw of the Fascist revolt. The arming and supplying
neglected by the. government. When the revolt broke of 'the militia columns was undertaken and carried out
out at Melilla, in Morocco, on July '17th, they suppressed by the worl<;ers' syndic;ates which had takenover industry
all news of it. Fin'ally, when the revolt was in full swing on andagriculture.. s S . 
the 18th,' the Cabinets of Casares Quiroga and of Martinez The militias were a spontaneous revolutionary form-
Barrio (the latter lasted less than lialf-a-day) refused the ation, and were part of the Revolution itself whic;h placed
repeated requests of the Unions _to distribute arms- to the • the land and the factories,-ip.,Cata_lonia and Aragon most
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WAR COMMENTARY a 

POEM FOR GARCIA LORCA, 1942 
Count on deadfingers of time the years that pass
Since Lorca sang his last of Spain
And fell beneath the hard inhuman paw,
Gasping between white walls in Granada .
Lorca, the song of men whose emptying hearts
Sang out the seconds of their death in blood;
The song of women whose bloodless futures lay
Twisted under the roof of tyranny.
Remember Lorca as Spain's noblest bull,
Not in the sunlight of Mithraic rings
Spirting his life to matadors and crowds,
But in numb secrecy to the knacker's laugh.
Remember Lorca as the earth of Spain,
Lined with valleys as an old man's hand,
In each valley the lurking, gun, and the dead waiting
For the dawn that will not break their empty' sleep.
Remember Lorca as the poor of Spain,
Rising from their alleys of quiet death
To wash with blood the roots of barren trees
That do not bloom this year, but one year will bloom for ever.
Remember Lorca, who died only for being Lorca.

GEORGE WOODCOCK.

..,

.

starvation of the winter of 1938-1939; the treacheries of
Negrin, Prieto and others in the government. It still re
mains true that the centralised, hierarchical conscript
army, whose barrack-room discipline and high degree of
orthodox organisation were dear to the bourgeois military
mid, possessed nothing of the morale of the militias.
Indeed, how could it have had, when the men, instead of
being free to act on their own revolutionary initiative in
co·operation with their comrades, were reduced to being
mere cogs in the soulless military machine under the direct
ion of political sharpers who were feathering their own
nests behind the lines ? ..

Once again, as in Russia, so in Spain, it was shown
what the revolutionary initiative of the workers can
achieve. But it was also tragically demonstrated that the
spirit of militarism expressed through conscription, formal
discipline and with the rank-and-file excluded from all
responsibility in the direction of military affairs, can never
be an agent of revolution. It can only ensure the triumph
of the counter-revolution. Let us not, by neglecting the
experiences· of Spain and Russia, have to learn this lesson
also through the bitter experience of defeat ill our
revolution..

(continued from page 5)
history. Those of Denikin were particularly horrifying.

"Three million Jews of the Ukraine were handed
over helpless and hopeless to murder and dishonour.. .
The massacres of the Jews in the Ukraine can find, for
thoroughness and extent, no parallel except. in the mass
acres of the Armenians.' 'Wholesale slaughter and violat
ion, drownings and burnings and burials alive, became
not merely commonplace, but the order of the day. There
were progroms that lasted a week; in several towns for a
month-'the dread total will be very near half•a-rnillion
human beings." "There were no less than 150 pogroms
carried out by the Denikin army.'' (A Decade of Woe and 
Hope, 1923 by Dr. J. H. Hertz, Chief Rabbi in Britain).

Now that Churchill becomes the nominee of that
other celebrated counter-revolutionary Joseph Stalin, he
would leave behind his attacks on once revolutionary
Russia. Mr. Churchill forgets. LET US REMEMBER!

TOM BROWN.

j •· 

I939-1941 

WHAT INDIAN WORKERS MUST FIGHT FOR . 
Headline in the Evening Standard (4/7/42)

ls. 6d. A DAY MEN MUST SAVE INDIA. 
"Indian workers point out that the cost of living in

dex has risen by 50 per cent. ·and wages by only 30.
They quote official figures showing jute companies

dividends for last year averaged 20 per cent. and cotton
millowners over 15 per cent.

And the textile operatives earns about ls. 6d. a day
-less than the price of one whisky and soda which the
millowner enjoys at· the Taj Hotel."
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FOWER &: IGLORY 
ANARCHiSTS have always -held· that power,

the domination of man by man, leads inevit
ably to the corruption of the wielder of power

However sincere a man may be in his desire to better
the conditions of his fellows, if he attempts to do this
by authority, by forcing reforms on the world, he
will be turned by the very necessities' of that author
ity, against those he hoped to benefit. Thus we find
that men who have worked well for the oppressed
classes become, once they are in power, tyrants even
worse than the old governing class, because their
inexperience makes them even more brutal.·

These ideas are not peculiar to anarchists, for
they were held by many ancient teachers, from Lao winked followers. He was a born intriguer, with a
Tze onward. They have even passed into popular natural. secretiveness and cunning worthy ,of Ulysses.
tradition in the proverb 'Put a beggar on horseback He. was one of the. best orators of his day, according
and he will ride to the devil.' to the debased standards of political speaking. He 

The last thirty years inthe history of the labour was a master of vagueness and ambiguity, and could
movement have been remarkable for the number of make a speech which gave the impression of agree
leaders who have ridden with alacrity down the ment with a policy whereas in fact he had not utter
primrose path of power. Since the ratting of the ed a single sentence that might be quoted against
reformists in the Great War, the assumption of him on "his next somersault. He could sway an aud
power by labour leaders, whether in England, Russia ience with more ease than any politician of his time,
or any other country, has meant a betrayal of work- with the possible exception of Lloyd George. With
ing class interests. Labour Governments. in England these gifts he had no difficulty in attaining the posit
brought a strengthening of oppression, Clynes, for ion he desired.
example, being one of the most brutal Home Secre- The main outline of Macdonald's careerare
taries of die present century. And in the present. well known to anyone with the slightest interest in
war it is the labour representatives, Morrison and political events. But the inner history of his rise. to
Bevin; who have carried out the most oppressive power and· the details of the intrigues by which he
measures and have lowered the standard of personal attained and sought to retain that eminence are less
liberty and working conditions to a levelbelow any- well known. Yet Macdonald's is a case history which
thing for the past hundred years. Almost without· should be read by any student of die nature of polit-
exception, labour leaders in power have turned into ical power. It is. for this reason that I am paying
enemies of the people. a belated tribute to Macneill Weir's 'The Tragedy

Of all the melancholy histories of Socialists who of Ramsay Macdonald', published by· Secker &
have betrayed their faith, none is more strange or Warburg in 1938..-
more significant than that of: Ramsay Macdonald. • This book is an excellent clinical study, written
His life reads like a fantasy symbolising in extreme from the point ofview of a socialist who was sincere-
forms the rake's progress of the politician. For his ly concerned with the· problem of the corruption pf
career, unlike that of many other rascallypoliticians, left wing leaders by their reception of authority. The
ended in the depth of dishonour he had deserved. He, intrigues against Weir, revealed in his preface, by
who had tasted the full fruits of power and who be- which influential interests sought to force him to
trayed even his own confederates to retain his posit- abandon his work and later to. intimidate his pub-
ion with the support of his enemies, died deserted lishers, and the outcry raised in the gutter press on
and condemned by every class in the country. No the appearance of the book, are sufficient evidence of
man ate more bitterly of the dusty Dead Sea fruit. the extent to which politicians fear a revelation of

Macdonald was admirably gifted for the role of the true nature of their machinations.
politician. Almost from the beginning of his career, In his introduction, Weir writes:
he showed himself completely opportunist in his 'When a worker becomes a leader and renounces his
attitude. He struggled for powerwithin the Labour former occupation, he generally' has no desire to return

Party by methods of Machiavellian deception which,
defeated his less astute rivals. He had the happy
ability to be all things to all men, and contrived for a
long time to retain as no other· leader could have
done the loyalty of the' most heterogenous sections
of the movement. Even after the great treason of 
the General Strike, when Macdonald and Thomas
sold out to the Tories above the heads of the workers,
he still managed to keep this loyalty among his hood-







A B ,.. d B • .,. co:oPs. AND RussiA
@%dl dif@ di%f 1was surprised to read ina recent number of the

.- .·+ » "London Co-operative Magazine" an admission that co-Note bOOk • - ops (as we understand them in Britain, that is the· con-
.' . -.. sumers co-operatives of the urban workers) had, been

Bureaucracy is now the largest single industry in this suppressed in Russia a· few years· ago, .
country; The numbers of civil servants now employed as I am not surprised at the news of the suppression,
compared with pre-war numbers in figures recently sup- that was well known but only at the London Co-operative
plied by the Lord Chancellor; April1939, 665,077; 1940, Society adrriitting the fact. The L.C.S. has collected
814,725; 1941, 1,067,428; 1942, 1,332,836.·, many thousands of pounds for Bolshevik Russia and lends

This dcies not take account of the large number of itself to the programme of the Russian rulmg caste. Yet
local government servants engaged on purely central gov- if the Bolsheviks triumphed here the co-ops. would suffer
ernment work. And still 'the number grows! Yet .the the same fate of confiscation by the State-'-the only trader
greater the bureaucracy, the less the production-except underBolshevism.
of red tape-More to the Ministry of Fuel and less coal; PRODUCTION COMMITTEES 
.more to the Ministry of Food and less food; more to the At the birth of the production committee stunt, we
Ministry of Home Security, and less security. declared that such committees would soon relapse into
CANTEENS AND THE WORKERS futility. The Communist Party found it quite easy to

. . . d f form such committees for mcreasmg production without
The bad quality of the food served in hundreds O increasing wages, but having the committees what were

factory canteens is an even greater cause of. discontent they to do? That was much more difficult for most of
than low wages. The food is often prepared from the the Stalinists had no knowledge of production theory and
cheapest materials, the poorest cuts of meat or bacon, usually showed no . inclination to produce anything but
and tea dust usually forms the . basis of the menu. But speeches about the . Soviet Union.
even where the food is moderately good, in its raw state, Unable to make any suggestion of value, they fall
it is often spoilt by slovenly cooking which is carried out back on claiming any increase in output as a fruit of
by poorly paid labour under factory mass production their_ "productiop. cortlI}1i ttees." •
methods.. ... A lady of. my acquaintance always carries an um-

Mass production nowhere displays its shoddy char brella in uncertain weather "to keep off the rain". Curi
acter so well as in cooking. One cannot make good tea ously enough the rain often does keep off. What the lady
in an urn the size of a marine boiler. Lyon's, the big- does not understand is that the two things have no
gest tea servers m the world, built then, busmess • on a re- connection. .
cognition of this fact, and even when supplying thou- However, we often have a little frankness from these
sands of customers, use teapots. The large number of committees. At the last meeting of the Handley Page
persons to be served is no good excuse for factory methods (Aircraft) shop stewards, the convenor, a Stalinist, admit
applied to cooking. Some of the food I have seen served ted that the. "Production Committee'' did little else at its
in· canteens was badly cooked, slopped up· not served, and meetings, but sip tea and" nibble biscuits.
even appeared dirty. It would have been better _served Later, several stewards .,complaned of the lack of
raw! ventilation in the main shop and said that workers could

A favourite story in such factories is of the manag- _not produce their maximum in such a poisonous atmos
ing director of a large multiple firm which carries out phere. The leader of the Communist· Party faction in
much of this canteen business. 0n returning home· one tervened, saying, that· the ventilation of the factory had
evening, he noticed a strong smell. "What is that horrible nothing to do with ·production and could not be discussed
smell? What .on ·earth are you cooking?" he called by the production committee.
to his wife. "P not cooking anything" she replied. Uproar immediately broke out, even some Stalinists,
"You brought that smell in· with you." forgetting their Party discipline, joined in. An end to
WORKERS CONTROL IN THE KITCHEN such _futile nonsense! Leave them to their tea and

-- "· biscuits. SYNDICALIST 
Complaints· are of little avail to die canteen con-

tractors· who always have promises and alibis ready. The
only remedy is for the workers to insist on having com
plete ·control of "the canteens and runnmg them as non
profit-making concerns. This has already been done in 
a few places. The excuse is often made that the indust
rial workers have no ability or experience to run such
concerns, but . this excuse ignores the great co·operative
movement the most successful societies cif whic_h are run
by inanual workers such· as the miners. Remember, the
British Co-ops. are the largest food dealers. in Britain,
treating food from seed toharvest, from factory to counter
or restaurant. • • •

·Where workers have control of their canteens, the
experiment is usually· successful. Years ago I dined reg,
ularly at a CW.S. factory canteen, controlled by the
workers in that factory. The food was ample, well
cooked, of the best quality and low priced. Perhaps most
important, the eanteen cooks and waitresses were paid a
higher wage than in the private firms. You should not
expect good food from a discontented cook.
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