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VICTORY IN THE FIGHT AGAINST 
CLASS DOMINATION CAN ONLY BE 
ACHIEVED BY THE DIRECT ACTION 
OF THE WORKERS THEMSELVES, WE 
REJECT ALL PARLIAMENTARY AND 
SIMILAR ACTIVITY AS DEFLECTING 
THE WORKERS FROM THE CLASS 
STRUGGLE INTO PATHS OF CLASS 
COLLABORATION.

Fortnightly, 2 d .

WOLE FOR BRISTOL 
AERO WORKERS

| N  spite of the pleas of aero magnates in the national press for the formation JL of plans on production of post-war aircraft, production throughout the 
whole of the aircraft industry is steadily declining, and consequently many 
thousands of aero workers are, in on: way or another, finding themselves on 
the dole. Over a period of months the steady dribble of workers from aero 
works has assumed great proportions. “Redundant” workers from the West 
of England Bristol Aircraft factories are now swelling the figures of the war
time unemployed. Figures of unemployed which are largely drawn from 
engineering and shipbuilding industries and amount to many thousands of skill- 
edworkers, the B.A.C. workers are viewing with extreme alarm the huge 
n u m b e r  of their e x  work-mates who are already kicking their heels outside 
t h e  Nelson Street Labour Exchange.

H ere , in  B risto l, n face-saving dodge has 
been  adopted  by  th e  bosses of th e  B -A .C ., fo r 
in stead  of th e  d irec t sacking of w orker* , th e y  
have  reso rted  to  th e  ta c tic  o f tra n s fe rr in g  
w orkers to  ou t of th e  w ay  d ispe rsa l po in ts , 
m any  m iles fro m  th e ir  h o m e s. W h en  th e  
w orke r p ro tes ts , and even refu ses th e  tra n s fe r, 
because  of added  expense  and  inconvenience , 
he o r she  is  to ld  th a t  th e y  a re  red u n d a n t a t 
th e ir  o rig inal w orks an d  th e  w o rk e rs’ re lease  
is app lied  fo r  on  th e se  g rounds. T h is  m e th o d  
of in d ire c t sack ing  becom es m o re  and  m ore  
obvious w h en  a pa rticu la rly  r e m o te  d ispe rsa l 
p o in t, w h ic h  is know n to  b e  d o s in g  dow n

sh o r tly , is  u se d  a s  a m e an s  o f d e cla ring  p ro 
te s tin g  w o rk e rs  to  b e  re d u n d a n t. T h e re  is 
a lso  re a so n  to  su sp e ct th a t  m il ita n t trad e -  
un io n is ts  a re  be ing  w ee d ed  o u t o f th e  B .A .C . 
by  th is  m e th o d , a n d  in  com m on  w ith  o th e r  
p a rts  of th e  c o u n try , d ilu tee s  a re  be ing  re 
ta in e d  w h ile  sk illed  m en  a re  ge ttin g  th e  pu sh , 
w om en  be ing  k e p t on  in  p re fe ren c e  to  m en . 
I n  o th e r  w ords , “ reliable** w o rk e rs , f ro m  th e  
boss’s  p o in t of view  a re  be ing  h a n d  -p icked  fo r  
saddling  th e  a ero  in d u s try  w ith  th e  inev itab ly  
d ep ressed  p o st-w ar cond itions an d  accep ting  
th is  passively . A  d rive  to  sack  w o rk e rs  on  
th e  in sp e c tio n  d e p a r tm e n t a t  th e  F i lto n  w orks

o f th e  B-A -C. by th e  m a n ag e m en t, h a s  been  
postponed  by  th e  aw a re n ess  o f th e  m il ita n t 
w o rk e rs  on th e  job , and  th e y  have  e n su red  
th a t  n o  m ore  tra n s fe rs  w ill be  effec ted  p e n d 
ing  th e  w hole  position  being  rev iew ed  by  a  
w o rk e rs  co n fe re n ce . O f c ou rse , th e  e ffec t o f 
such  a  w orks co n fe re n ce , a t  th e  v e ry  be s t, 
can  on ly  be  to  s to p  th e se  p rac tic es  te m p o ra r ily . 
S ooner o r  la te r  th e  fu n d am e n ta l issues in 
volved w ill p rev e n t th e  c o n tin u an c e  of such  
te m p o ra ry  m easu res .

Som e w ri te rs  o p en ly  ad v o ca te  th e  r e s ta r t
ing  o f co m p etitio n , so-ca lled , o r  t r a d e  w arfa re , 
w ith  th e  A m e ric an  a irc ra f t in d u s try . T h ey  
c la im  th a t  A m e ric a  has had  a  flying s ta r t  on  
B rita in  an d  h a s  a lre ad y  c ap tu red  a  la rg e  p e r
cen ta g e  o f  th e  a e ro -m ark e t and  a lso  e s tab 
lished  a c o n tro l in  a ir  trav e l. I n  such  a 
p e rio d  of r e le n tle ss  c o m p e titio n , th e  fo rc ing  
dow n  o f  p ro d u c tio n  costs  (i.e , w o rk e rs  w ages 
a n d  co n d itio n s o f la b o u r)  becom es a  p r im a ry  
ne ce ssity . T h e  la rge  n u m b e r  o f unem ployed

due tio n  w ill be  used  as 
te stin g  w o rk e rs  w ho a rc  
h a n g  o n  to  th e ir  m eag re  

w orsen ing  of the ii

engaged  o n  w ar-p ro - 
a  th re a t ,  ag a in s t p ro - 
a ttem p tin g  to  m e re ly  
w ages an d  to  p rev e n t 

rorking conditi<
A ero  w o rk e rs  m u s t b e a r  in  m in d  th a t  th e re  is 
no  sa tisfac to ry  so lu tion  to  th e ir  p a rticu la r  
p rob lem s sh o r t o f th e  a bo lition  of th e  p riv ate  
ow nersh ip  of th e  a irc ra f t in d u s try , an d  th e  
e stab lish m en t w ith  a ll o th e r  in d u s trie s , o f 
c o n tro l o f p roduction  by  th e  w o rk e rs . I n  a 
w ord , syndicalism — th e  w o rk e rs  c o n tro l o f 
p roduction .

The Revolutionary 
Movement in Italy

/ i n n i  a \  TV. —*-»_ - ‘
__________ l Ita ly  i

1 fa irly  a c c u ra te  p ic tu re  o f  i

b fig h tin g  a g a in s t

(1W M A ) T h e  difficulties of communication, 
bu t th e  s e c re ta r ia t o f th e  IW M A  have ob ta ined  
tio n a l po sitio n  in  th a t  c o u n try .

A ll so u rce s  o f  i n lo o r a tb i i  coincide  in  one  fact— th e  I ta l ia n  w o rk e rs  
en o rm o u s  odds, p n m .r i l j r  because  th e  g rea t industria l a en tre s  o f th e  n o r th  m e  5 H  ,
c o n tra !  •■>«>.r o d - c U s .  s e tm t i e ,  w ill M ir  be  ab le  to  develop  on  a la rg e  m a le  w h e n  th e  re; 
has  b e en  I,b e ra ted , a n d  secondly  because  th e  ac tiv itie s  of th e  A llied  a d m in is tra tio n  (A M G )  
a  de fin ite  h in d ra n c e  to  th e  de velopm ent a t  s trong  w ork ing  c lass o rgan isations.

A  tr a d e  u n io n  cong ress  he ld  in  R om e as th e  d e fenders  of
“illy  decided  t o  se p a ra te  th e  u n ions fro m  Christians in  th is  ci

po litics . I t  w as em phasised  th a t  t h e ______
shou ld  be  se p a ra te  fro m  th e  p o litica l p a rtie s , 
an d  fro m  th e  s ta te . T h e  d e c la ra tio n  of th e  
cong ress  s ta te d  th a t  he n ce fo rw ard  no  b a n n er  
o r  slogan  of a  po litica l c h a rac te r  shou ld  be 
exh ib ited  in  th e  pr em ise s  o f th e  un io n s n o r  a t 
a n y  p ub lie  m e etin g s o rgan ised  by  th e  un ions.

I t  is difficult to  d e te rm in e  w h e th e r  th is  
reso lu tion—-in  i ts  r a th e r  a b s trac t fo rm  is 
in fluenced  by  rev o lu tio n a ry  syndicalism . I t  is 
p robab le  th a t  its  o rig in  w as  o f a  ve ry  d ifferen t 
c h a ra c te r— th e  a tte m p t to  u n ite  th e  re fo rm ist 
a n d  C h ris t ian  u n io n s in to  one  o rg an isa tio n . 
In fo rm a tio n  received  via L o ndon  d e cla re s  th a t  
th e  a ttitu d e  o f th e  cong ress  w as a p p roved  by 
th e  socialists, c om m un ists  and  C h ris tio n  dem o
c ra ts . I t  th is  is  t ru e , th e  re so lu tio n  m u s t be 
considered  a s  a  concession  to  th e  C h ris t io n  
an io n s w h ic h  do  n o t d esire  to  co llab o ra te  w ith  
an y  w ork ing -c la ss p a r ty .  I n  sh o r t, i t  m e an s 
opposition  to  th e  soc ia lis t m o v e m en t a s  such .

T h e  com m un ists  ha v e  p re se n te d  them se lves

—A T the end of Aiggust this year, the 
T A  workers of the Ministry of Supply 

* Factory, Dalmuir were ’informed that the 
factory would cease to -be operated by Wil
liam deardmore & Co., Ltd. as Agents for 
the Ministry of Supply, and would again be 
operated as a Royal Ordnance Factory. In 
a notice to all industrial employes issued ■ 
on 13th October, 1944 “it was stated: —

Hfen-agreed with the Headquarter 
Trade Unions wresented idh the Ministry 
of Supply JOi^Sndtirtrial^Oimcil that, in 
order to give the lrade Union side time to 
consider the proposals of the Official side 
for b r in g in g  K. 0  .F.j Salmnir, within exist
ing agreements common to Royal iQrdnanee 
Factories (Engineering), no general changes 
will be made in gradings Or systems of re-, 
numeration before Saturday, 18th Novem
ber, 1944.”

F_ Op Friday 3rd November a meeting of 
day-shift workers was held in the Factory 
Canteen, and arrangements were made for 
a meeting of the night-shift workers later 
in the evening. The meetings were held in 
agreement with the management, with the 
Object of bringing Official Trade Union 
pressure on recalcitrant workers.

Although they were visibly affected by 
the cold rfeception of the workers, the depu- - 
ration by means of an impressive lateness, 
an imposing pile of papers, a deliberate 
manner, and pompous address, endeavoured 
to create an awestriken atmosphere.

Mr. Harrison, chairman at the M.O.S. Jo in t 
Industrial Council, preaided, and was assiduously 
assisted by Bro. Nesbit, C.P. convener of the 
factory. They were supported on the platform 

. b y  representatives of other trade unions,' in
cluding Mr. Maloney of the A.E.U,

Mr. oHarrison, in  .the course of his address, 
referred to the serious situation which con
fronted the workers, and expressed his regret 
that it was his duty to inform the workers of the 
i f f  Conditions under which they would he com
pelled to  work, .when the R.O.F. management 
took over on the 18th November. These con
ditions were not subject to negotiation, they were 
the decision of the M.O.S. whose over-ruling

Wage Cuts at Dalmufr
as Government again takes over factory

au tho rity  was the  .T reasury. H e  stressed th a t 
a  'body  they h a d  never been asked to  negotiate, 
an d  th a t there we? no  poasibility o f negotiations. 
T here  w as n o  possib ility  o f appealing  against 
th e  'tie 'asi^h , o r an 'a n y  w ay a ltering  o r am end
ing  it. T h e  T rea su ry  w as th e  fina l w ord. A s 
a body they  could  offer no  o the r alternative  b u t 
accep tance . T h e  w orkers w ould  receive notice 
o f discharge, if  they  did  n o t like the  new  con
d itions they  could take  th e ir  release.

Regarding the new  conditions, the bonus sys
tem a t present in force in  th e  factory w ould be 
dislontiimed, ’f lu .  waa a m a tte r  o f regret. T h e  
bonus system was unique, as i t  included a ll un
productive workers in the factory. There was 
nothing like it j p  any other factory. Its dis
continuance meant that there would be a whole
sale reduction of wages, from 54/6 to  si/- a 
week, according .to classification, He read a list 
of the grades affected.

Markers Off 
Inspectors 
Millwrights 
Book-keepers 
Building workers 
Cranemen, Glass A 

- Cranemen, Class B 
Unskilled labourers

1 reduction of 34/3 -
It
I  WBm--- 11/lT  
MR .<54/6 
3,- lj/fif
„  9/10

m K i w l ®1
Store-keepers, slingera, progress personnel, and- 
a number of other grades would also suffer dras- 

■ tic cuts.The general application of 326 Award, 
which reduces bonus from 100% basis to 
27J% basis, on fitting of new piece-work prices, 
would affect every worker in die factory,

M r. Maloney, A.E.U- added his condplemept. 
Although he was not personally affected, he 
could understand the workers feelings. I t  was 

. his first visit to-the factory* and it would have 
. been much -more pleasant if <it had been his duty 
to announce an all-round increase of ten shil- 

. lings. However* it was his duty to announce 
the conditions - as -intimated by- Mr. Harrison, 
He could add little to what had already been 
said. He could only state these conditions in- a : 
different way> Up until that morning he had 
had hopes .that the bonus system could be Re
tained, but his interview with the 'management 
proved that that was impossible. The decision" 
wag made by the Treasury and could not be

altered. They were faced with an Irrevocable 
decision.

4Lhe meeting was then open for questions. 
N o1 discussion was allowed, and it was pointed 
out that no decision qould be taken as it was 
not .a full mass meeting of the workers of the 

■’factory.
A question regarding the retention of person

nel, and die; new working hours was answered 
by the Chairman. He admitted that he had 
avoided referring to these matters as he did not 
want to confuse the workers on the issue before 
them. However, since the question was raised 
he would deal with it. Regarding redundancy, 
there were 400 to 600 passengers in the factory.

~ These were surplus to factory requirements and 
would have to  go. He enumerated the reduc
tions that would be necessary, and stated that , 
these reductions would be offset, but not to a. , 
great extent, by the proposed new working hours. 
There would be two shifts of 47 hours. One 
hour on each shift would be allowed for meals, 
and an additional allowance of 10 minutes would 
^ g ra n te d 'to  women workers on the night-shift. - 
The women workers, in the meantime, would 
continue, to have the same rates as at present in 
force, namely the same rates as male employees. 
The tea breaks would be abolished.

que$tienx was asked as to. the use, by the 
Representative of what claimed to be one of the 
most powerful unions in the country,, p f the 
word iixevbcable. The chairman contradicted 
all that he had previously said by stating that 
the word was used to mean that the decision of 
the Treasury was irrevocable from the manage
ment’s point:of view, riot f j e e p : t ^ ‘̂ 5 ijC df:'

A worker stated that if  this dictation was a n  
example of what we were fighting for, we* were 
fighting the war in  vain. The chairman de
clared that the workers were responsible for the 
land of government that they now had, and were 
therefore responsible for the Treasury. Shouts 
of disagreement greeted this nonsense.

Another worker suggested that they could 
open negotiations with the Treasury. In  answer 
Mr. Maloney said that he could take the sug
gestion to his Executive, but he could not, and 

v Would be failing in  his duty to the workers if 
he did, hold out any hope of success.-

Another worker asked If it- was the case, that 
the organisation which the workers had. labour- 
iously built up to defend their wages and con
ditions, had now come to them to admit failure. 
That in fact, they could do nothing for the 
workers. A number of admissions “T hat is so”, 
‘‘That is the position”, “That is the case”, came 
in chorus from the platform.

worker rising in  the middle of the hall, 
suited that in 37 years of working class struggle 
h j^ p id d  not recall such, a vile sell-out of the 
workers as he was now witnessing. The chair
man jumped to his feet to deny the accusation, 
and after a poor attempt at justification he con
cluded femely “we have hothing-to-seH.”  Need
less to say the workers agreed with him. Like 
the Communist Shop Stewards of ..the factory,

. the T.U. leaders now find themselves with noth
ing left *to sell. Consummatum est, or if you 

_  gentle readers were too busy working to study 
• Latins the^ dirty, work -is completed. I i

Bosses Speculate at Workers’ 

Expense
W ar time conditions 

on Railways
I t  has been fidtifeeable in the past few weeks 

that waters in the trade journals when discuss
ing ther terr|fic amount of fail traffic that is 
commonplace to-daiy, invariably refer to the “re- 
si lienee of the British Railways” . O f course, this 
i t  not intended as a  rcomdlimerit to the stakhano- 
vite efforts of th e^ n w ay  workers but rather as 
I  cheap advertisement j o r  British locomotives 
and ‘

Oaring the past few months w  prder to allow 
war materials to -pass\ unhampered, passenger 
services have beeri reduced and the amount of 
comfort decreased. But'jn?Tpite of this it is 
estimated that the total BUmlxr of | a s  engejsi is 
greater than ever. Thia problem had a ample 
solution. Passengers were allowed to s(tand, so 
that we find that some trains have earned u p jg

■ 1,000 standing passengers. Also the length of 
the trains have been increased as much as 25% 
or 5Q% and soma even doubled. For example, 
on the L.M.S, lines in a recent period 267 trains 
had 17 carriages, 39 trains had 18 carriages arid 
8 trains had 19 carriages, whereas the normal 
average is from 12 to 15 carriages. To meet 
demands the L.N.E.R. ran trains with as many 
as 23 coaches. G.W.R. express-trains leaving 
Paddington had 15 carriages compared with 12 
in normal times. All this entailed extra work, 
but there was no extra staff or extra wages. 
Engines which were designed to haul 12 coaches 
weighing 450 tons have for almost five years * 

t been hauling an average of 700-800 tons. The 
bosses howled with delight. This to them proved 
the  w onderful efficiency of British products. 
They have no thought for the added nervous 
strairi on drivers and  guards. They have no 
thought fo r loss o f life if  a  train were derailed 
w hile , rolling stock passed th e  test. T h e  only 
relaxation fo r railw ay workers has come about 
by  a slight increase in  lighting arrangem ents and 
a few C.D. personnel to  give a h and  w ith  the 
luggage. It is n o t surprising therefore th a t the 
railm en  asked fo r the  m inim um  p f 8 4 /-  a t  a 
NffJjj. conference at Morecambe last week.

Manchester Gas Strike
36 Men Fined Ten Pounds Each

IN the April issue of War Commentary we reported 3 strike of the  M anchester p a s  
Workers. Troops maintained the pas supply so that the itr ik e-en d ed  wiffiin a  Tew 

days. The strikers followed the advice of their union leaders and subm itted there claim  
to arbitration. As a result they were' awarded the insulting sums of id. p e r  hour increase 
with 2d. per hour for night shift workers. The decision of the
a large ex ten t by the  intensive sob-stuff p ropaganda cam paign which flUed’-the n a u ra a  
press However, as w e poin ted  out a t  th a t tim e, the-public and the  stnkera do not  sc a n  

' to realize th a t b read  could be baked, m ajor operations earned  out, gas Ores operating 
again as soon as the em ployers gave in  also.”

At a meeting on Saturday night Nov. 2nd 
at the Bradford Road gasworks, the men deci
ded, with few dissentients, to carry out strike 
.action once again on virtually the samp issue.

A hundred men were dirpefly involved and 
600 indirectly. The men were striking for time- 
and-a-third pay for flight work. The. strike was 
planned to commence pn the night shift of Nov. 
4th. As no worker turned up-'for ui6* 10 p.m. ‘ 

± shift their, places were filled by a lorry load of 
troops- complete with tin hats and . rifles (one 

' wonders why they, needed also rifles whe4  they 
came to work—surely the fear. of. invasion is 
past?), A pecularity of this strike was that in 
the beginning it- merely affected, night workers.

On Tuesday November 7th the day shift 
workers came out in solidarity. They numbered 
80 skilled men. After the Government had 
given the strikers a warning the whole question 
was examined by the Director of Public Prose- 

* cutions. However, that evening the strike spread 
six miles further afield to Stockport, Cheshire. 
Men of the PjLoneer Corps took- over,' the work. 
O a November .lOfb '36 of the strikers had to 
appear- in court and each man was fined ten

pounds. The yellow press the following day 
•presented this fa’ct m  such a maimer th a r  it 
appeared to the publie that only 36 men were 
o u t ' on 8  strike. This'" $$rciye ‘.measure only , 
resulted in one of the men returning to work but 
it also 'resulted in 5 Tor 6' casual men staying 
away' for the' first time since ' the .stoke began. 
These casual employees normally stand-by ready 
to do work if a regular man is ill Or absent.

It was diiiiF^I^ 'tlus.rimO- that unless, there 
was .a 'rapid extension of sympathy strikes 
throughout Lancashire and Cheshire towns the 
men would "not be able, to .continue. On the 
morning of November 11th they held a meeting 
arid reluctantly, with a -2-1 vote decided to 
return to Work. On the lO p.m. shift all workers 
were present so that the troops were with drawn at 
10.30 p.m. I t  was Understood however that the 

' claims of the. strikers are to be considered a t a 
meeting of the joint Industrial Council this 
week.

In  the meantime an appeal for donations has 
been launched to. help those men who were so 
unjustly fined by the Manchester City magis- 

■ trates Gourt. The .Stockport gas workers also 
returned to work.

un ited  f ro n t w ith  th e  
----- th e  c a th o lic s . C o lla 

bo ra tio n  is  no  longer a  m eans b u t a n  e n d  fo r  
th e  com m un ists. I n  a c o n fe rence  o n  “ U n ity  
o f A ction”  w ith  th e  catho lics, th e  I ta l ia n  c o m 
m un is t lender, Pa lm iro  T og lia tti , sa id :

“ W e know  th a t in  th e  p a s t th e re  w ere  
psychological and  organ ic  o b sta e le s  w h ich  
im peded  th is  u n ity  oI motion. W e have
im peded  th is  un ity  o / action, W c have
done  every th ing  to  destro y  th o se  obstac les . 
W e have decla red  in  th e  n a m e  o f th e  C o m 
m un is t P a r ty , and  I  w an t to  r e p e a t  it ,  h e re  
in  R om e, th e  o ap ita l o f th e  c a th o lie  w orld , 
th a t  w e re sp e e t the catholic faith  a s  th e  
traditional religion o f  th e  m a jo r ity  o f th e  
I ta l ia n  peop le . A s w e a p p ro a ch  th e  r e p re 
sen ta tives o f th e  ca tho lics  w e  beg them  to 
re sp e c t our faith, our sym bols, o u r  banner.” 
T h e  U .S .I . (U n io n e  S ind ica le  I ta l ia n a )  is 

•Iso  again  active . T h e i r  ac tiv itie s  a re  in c re as
ing  g rea tly  a n d  th e  a tte m p ts  a t  in f iltra tio n  of 
th e  m ovem en t by  po litica l e lem e n ts  seek ing  
to  d o m in a te  th e  o rgan isa tion  has b een  fough t 
w ith  good resu lts . O u r  I ta l ia n  c o m rades a re  
a lso  re p re se n te d  in  th e  C om m ittees  o f L ib e ra 
tio n  w h e re  th e y  a re  high ly  resp e cted  fo r  th e ir  
p ro v en  an ti-fa sc is t ac tiv ity .

F ro m  o th e r  sou rces w e le a rn  th a t  th e  
F e d e ra tio n  o f Sea-going W orkers, a ffilia ted  to  
th e  U .S .I . ,  is a lso  active , an d  sec tions a re  
be in g  o rgnn ised  in  a ll th e  h a rb o u rs  o f th e  
p e n in su la .

I n  N ap les  a  lib e r ta r ia n  p a p e r  w as in  th e  
c o u rse  o f p re p a ra tio n , and  th e  first nu m b e r 
m u s t h a v e , by  n o w , a p pea red .*  F o r  th is  p u r
p o se  th e  I ta l ia n  synd ica lis ts  have  received 
eco n o m ic  h e lp  f ro m  th e  S pan ish  m ilita n ts  w ho 
th u s  p ro v e  th e ir  in te rp re ta t io n  o f in te rn a tio n a l 

(Continued on p. 2)

Hotr the American 
Workers Live

An article in The Industrial Worker for Aug. 
26th gives some very interesting figures which 
point out how the majority o f  the American 
workers live. Two studies in the cost of living 
ha ye been prepared,, one by. the U.S. Bureau of 
Labour Statistics which deals with “a bare sub
sistence living standard for father, mother and 
two children”, the other is by the Heller Com
mittee for Research in  Social Sciences at the 
University of California and deals with “a mini
mum health and efficiency standard” for the 
same number of people. According to the. 
Bureau of Labour Statistics standard— to keep 
alive—a yearly income of $1,740, o r  $34.40 
(£8 12s. Od.) a week is needed. But for the 
University’s standard to keep in health and 
efficiency, $2,465 a year, or $50,80 (£12 14s. 0d.) 
a week is necessary.

Senator Harley M.* 'Kffjgn6ye,-pOinted out how 
harsh is the standard of the B.L.S. budget. The 

- Industrial- W  dr her report says:
“The: flousewife, b f  course* must do all home 

work, including washing, cooking, baiting and 
mending. She must feed her rfamily on^a'«food 
allptment^of^J,4 cents a meal per person— less 
than half the cos^^-feeding, soldiers.

The" food ’allowanpe'is substantially the .same 
as ;is 'available to .Germans at the'present time 
under war. conditions. -

The father aafl buy a . suit ofX clothes once 
every three years, a pair of pyjamas once every 

.two years and one pair o f shoes once a year.
The mother gets a woollen dress every two 

years, a coat every three years and a dressing 
gown every ten years..

Growing boys get a suit every two years and 
growing girls a rayon dress every year.

Even Health Is Rationed
Less than one dollar a week is available for 

household essentials; medical expenses cannot 
exceed $16.50 (£4 2s. 6d.) a person a year, and 
that must cover doctor’s visits, obstetrical caire, 
emergency operations, care of the teeth, hospital 
bills, medicines, drugs, and eyeglasses.

The family may ‘squander* $ 1.70 (6/8d.) a- 
week on recreation, which includes newspapers 
and magazines, cigarettes* or smoking tobsfeep, 
candy, etc., and 12£ cents a week per person for 
movies and <pther recreation.”

That does not seem a very cheerful state of 
affairs, even if  workers got tile 'necessary Wafgepi 
and the^ fact- is that nearly* 18;000,000 workers 
get a wage-below the measly -Bureau o rT ab o u r 
Statistics standard, while 25,000,0.0(1 workers 
earn less than the University of California bud- 
get. ^“@Stl'o f ’over 27^ million workers, .only 2 
million earn the University wage to provide 
“minimum health and efficiency”.

I t  is worth while to notice that while the 
University' stiuidard is much more generous than, 
the B.L.S. budget, it  only provides mralmunj. . 
standard. There is no talk- of drawing u p  a 
budget to show what is necessary for maximum 
health and efficiency. But if that was done 
they would probably find out that very few 
members of the working class got that sort erf 
wage. The best things are reserved for the 
capitalist class under the present system, includ
ing health—-which should be the right of every

one.
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rhe  Revolutionary Movement 
in Italy (cont. from p. 1 col. 5)
[continued from  p. i)
solidarity. The Italian comrades ate in 
urgent need of economic solidarity from the 
international movement.

Italian syndicalists and anarchists in Turns, 
North Africa, began the publication of a 
bulletin, LUCE NUOVA, at the beginning of 
this year, and we have received some numbers 
of this.

Wc arc also glad to notify comrades all over 
the world that the widow of the Italian milt- 
tant, Camillo Bcrneri, is well and safe. Bcr- 
ncri was one of the finest militants of the 
Italian movement. He was assassinated by 
the communists during the Spanish civil war. 
His wife lived as a refugee in France, from 
where, after the occupation of the Midi by 
the German*, she was handed over, together 
with other libertarian militants to the Italian 
authorities. She is now free and living in 
Naples where, a* always, she works for our 
ideals.

Another well known Italian comrade, Celso 
Pcrsici, who belonged to the foreign committee 
of the U-S.I. is also safe. During the Spanish 
war be worked together with Souchy and 
Goudcll in the foreign propaganda offices of 
the C.X.T. in Barcelona. He is now in Africa 
and writes be is waiting impatiently for
the day when he will be able to return to Italy 
to work for our organisation and continue the 
straggle for the triumph of our ideals.

M«ny miiitann of our revolutionary syndi
calist movement have met their deaths during 
the horrible events of the past years. But the 
situation tends to improve; many militants 
who were able to save their lives are now  
intensifying their uninterrupted activities, are 
re-establishing contact with the international 
movement and taking their places of combat, 
propaganda and organisation as previously.

They haven't forgotten the LW.M-A, and 
ibis is promising for our movement every* 
where.

JO H N  ANDERSON.
fc Wc have already received four issues of Rsvolu~ 
zio iu  Libenaria., the paper referred to here, 
and frocc the c pmenrs of these few numbers it 
is abundantly clear that the Anarchist ideas 
have not bom -destroyed in Italy in spite of 20 
years o f  Fascism. But there is much to be done 
m the way of revolutionary re-education and 
our comrades is. Southern Italy have tackled 
this problem with vigour and —
Eh s o u ,

T&e Workers 
Struggle In 
Belgium

r | n*H£ urti£&c between the State 
JL a n d  th e  a rm e d  p e o p le  c o n t in u e s  

id  France. Now the Maine 
is m the forefront in Belgium. Xho 
riefk* Government ordered the un- 
dcrgroufid idrees to burreoder their 

by Saturday, November ISch. but 
ilicv a r c  re s is t  ta g , a<*4 o rg a n is in g  
u to o s t r s i  ****** s g s i fn i  t h e  g o v e rn m en t* ^  
devroc. A eorreapMu4eni iu Hcy aoldi* 
.News fcootAs; I have tolled to many 
in the Ha u l nrioc M ovutett, portieu- 
Utriy m ISruaaeift- 'they maim a in chut
the o«vc/Otticni a oeyiaOO to dtijuurm 
them Wua tfthpirtsd by the h g  uului* 
trioiiata. fkl&igi> H&g ices
»x» an  a i’flicd s c u si fliR y  an  r~> r r  fifon  ni 
threat of aovtal TJbO
icudef writer tft the sa.ffw tuoc gpo 
d re w *  flf ic f ttiOft t o  th ia  a tro g g le  id  t h e  
dual pOWsjr, **'1 he Tic/Joi 
Is*ct»{ > h e  W frtc s , gROfe
tO the Chflift t h e  «
bcsThtOrh* "flBil Ui Orttl tO t f u o p l
to help it. Ih t UlUids Ubcfidiup 
Army is not on the twĥ tiuwjftt go 
ires* jk*ttA»cs Midi a* tiu*.

mtc not ao mtr’c* *
Booneven repent rdfy hhown
themselves to  fee the 
cjrjuttend* milker thau the 
the swO id  o i4ct» O  otto a, agaumu
*^urffeh v • w c IHV iv alj);
i b< other Mw< that id ibe sro>cd woth* 
cm, Alw we repcot ugom whist we 
igi4 in our hut og to

W gig o
A* we Jo to jitouif if u  ihttt

(bs ’'crisis to Brussels i* i i t t s a r , the 
K jOtifTf kixk'ft h iiitiji iijfvcd fo

ihehr w«sgpun* to fhe 
mthfa/y authurhiefr {fee
jUbcTfUMo Ai%}' feu oonuiiu pofetiosl 
u*dit» siicr  d l!) A s in Fmuods tlnsro* 
h&re* the “kokn** have feeU^ed the 
runh ttltd hk) of (he pcvpki iu uftuj*. 
Whether fh<o*e wife votu$4y with the 
uc** u j i v c a vc a i  ru u a u u *  iu  fe$
O u r  u i v u x  k tiil M auds,

A re you doing your 
M l tor die 

P re ss  F und ?
{S e t page 4  Cwu S }

a l l  p o w e r  t © t h e  s o v ie t s
I f  Germany
ALREADY in 1917 the Germany Navy, after the first Wil- 

helmshaven Mutiny, (which ended in  failure and the 
execution of two mutineers) showed signs pf infection. Secret 
councils were maintained by the rank and file on nearly all 
vessels; the struggle was carried out by underground methods 
and a close watch was kept on the officers. ^

In January 1918 great strikes were held in Berlin and 
Leipzig, in .which two hundred thousand workers took part. 
They demanded better rations, peace without annexations and 
universal suffrage; and as a result of the strike a co-ordinated 
revolutionary shop-stewards’ organization began to develop to 
a certain extent. The January strikes were backed by all Ger
man working class organizations though the Spartadsts were 
not represented on the strike committees, because they desired 
to give the movement a definite revolutionary character.

In  the factories, the representatives o f  the trade unions 
formed the nucleus of the future Workers* iGoundls.

Ludendorff, still sure of the  Army a t that time, was forced 
by the strikes to declare a state of siege under martial law. 
Strike leaders were arrested, thousands of strikers were ordered 
to join the army, and, (once they became soldiers under army 
law) had to  resume factory work immediately. Thus the great 
factories ware placed under direct military control.

The events in Russia began to infect the German Army 
increasingly. Hundreds of thousands deserted.. The. Spartadst 
League held a joint conference with the Left-wing Radicals in 
October 1918; when it was dedde&tb begin an  intensive agitation 
among the troops and tp  p^anize at once the formation of 
workers’,  peasants’,  and soldiers’ soviets.

O n the 8th November 191S; the second naval mutiny broke 
out spontaneously in Kiel. The governor, of Kiel was forced 
to resign and Workers’ and Soldiers’ Soviets then took over the 
town. One hundred thousand mutinous soldiers and sailors 
formed soviets all over Germany. On 9th November, die 
soviets elected in factories and barracks formed their executive 
committee of Workers’ and Soldiers’ Councils, claim ing full 
power throughout the Reich. The prisons were stormed and 
the political prisoners released.

Britain at once declared her refusal to recognize the .con
gress of soviets. On 10th November Ebert was made head o f 
the Government by the Congress of Workers* Soldiers’ and 
Peasants’ Soviets. Soviets rose up in  all industrial towns where 
the masses themselves took the initiative. Later, however, they 
were re-formed by the German Labour Party and were then 
no longer the real organ of the masses.

100,000 Workers Demonstrate
Rosa Luxemburg presalted" the demands pf the Spactadsts 

to the public.. She denounced the parliamentary system and 
with the slogan “All Power to  foe iSpyfot's’’ as the Only revolu
tionary alternative, she appealed to foe workers tp and  them
selves. The attitude of the foldxefs Who supported the soviets 
forced the High Command ^ ^ J iy iiir td e o b u x s  and Ludendorff) 
to place itself a t  the disposal Of foe E bert Government, which, 
had already begun sabotaging the efforts of foe' workers’ move
ments which had placed it m  power, and was "collaborating with 
the forces of reaction.

On '6th December the Workers’ said vS51ffiaFs’“'Soviet Com
mittee was arrested by soldiers who were Nationalist and loyal 
to the Ebert Government. These soldiers also occupied the 
office and printing plant of the Red Flag;,
Luxemburg’s paper). A  protest demonstration of soldiers in 
Berlin was crushed and a-number- o f-fo ^ '^ c ^ § ^ k iile d  and 
wounded.

The Headquarters of the counter-revolution was the Berlin 
Commandant’s Office, the W ar Ministry and the Foreign- Office' 
Directed from these places, a  wave of white terror now broke 
loose among the workers. One hundred thousand workers 
demonstrated in  protest. Strikes broke out everywhere.

The Ebert Government had them crushed by the military 
forces of the reactionary white generals, but the Soldiers Soviet 
C ouncil which opened on 16th December, demanded liquidation 
of the old officers corps, lock, stock and barrel* This Congress 
was oui-manceuvrcd by Ebert. There were 306 councils in the 
Congress, demanding that the army should be controlled by the 
Soviets. But Hindenburg’s position was strong cnoq g y f o g 
allow himself to ignore the demands of the workers and soldiers. 
The Labour Party meanwhile had successfully infiltrated foie-' 

and won a decisive victory over foe revolutionary 
minority. With foe establishment of the National Assembly, foe 
Soviet Congress lost its significance. The counter-revolution 
launched one blow after another against the revolution.

Grocncr, the War Minister, detested the Soldier and Worker 
Soviets and all that they implied. Ebert, whp ’’hated social 
revolution more than sin” feared a  left wing drive, and his fear

made him a mere instrument in foe han<u a t r>
General Staff. ‘̂  ^ G r o e n c r  and the

The Marine-division, in  sympathy with foc-jtaiUca 
and opposed to the Ebert Government, was ruthlessly 
Rofo Luxemburg and K arl Liebknccht were m urdcrcd^ondj^: 
Spartacist rising trampled down.

'Hie Second Soviet Congress (April 1919) demanded with 
a  majority foe release of the imprisoned I.L .P . man, Ledcbburf• 
But the 'Labour Party, allied with the reactionaries against the 
Left, ignored the demand. T he Labour Party  paper V  or warts—  
{Forward, edited by Ebert, Noske and  Scheideman) foiled foe 
demand of foe Congress an “interference with justice which 
must protect the existing lawful order.” W hen the Soviets later 
demanded that foe Soviets should control the Reich’s defence 
ministry, Nocke said: “T he Congress may express its wishes to 
foe National Assembly. I am democrat enough to accept that. 
But if the Assembly agrees to their demand I  shall resign.” 
Which meant that the Ebert Government would lose foe pro
tection of foe reactionary Generals and their nationalist Free 
Corps. Under Noske’s command General Macrker occupied 
Brunswick with armoured trains, heavy guns and flame forowers. 
He declared a state of siege and courts-martial, dismissed the 
Brunswick Government, dissolved the Soviets and disarmed the 
people’s Marine-division and Home Guard, both formed by foe 
workers. With foe crushing of the Brunswick and M unich 
Soviet Republics, foe German Revolution was defeated, and 
foe Counter-Revolution (arm-in-arm with the Labour Party) was 
established anew. ■ . 14

The political result of the civil war waged by Noske, “ foe 
Bloodhound”  in  the first half of 1919,-was foe total destruction 

v^if^foe politifoi pbwer Of the Soviets. The disarmament of 
the working class- was carried out- systematically and with the 
greatest thoroughness by the Nationalist military force. By the 
nridefie -tifir foe year the real power was in the hands of the 

. Free ^ r p s  and  counter-revolutionary General Staff and was 
no longer wifo the •As'sefobly.

4|  Conclusion
The Bolsheviks in Russia and and the Labour' Party in 

. Germany both frustrated the constructive revolutionary develop
ment of the Soviet system. In both countries foe working-class 
movements failed foe 'Very moment they left the initiative to 
the political parties. In  Russia and Germany the power-seeking 
parties used foe same tactics: existing Soviets wore infiltrated 
and new soviets formed by party members, thus securing a party 
majority in the Congress of Soviets. In  Germany the delegates 
of the. Congress were subordinate- to the Assembly, in which foe 
Labour Party coalesced with foe bourgeoisie'to obtain a majority 
^gafost, foe revolutionary- Left.- In  Russia the -Ctirigre'sis ‘wa's!" 
brought under foe occlusive- control of the Bolsheviks.

•In k9L7 only after the Russian peasants began to expropriate 
-fofeliland o n . foeir own account and the lo ^ l  peasants’ Soviets 
proclaimed that all land was to be handed over tp the Land 
Committee^ and only after the workers took tp 'difect action, 
did--foe Congress o f  Soviets' under Trotsky claim all power.
In Germany it \yas only after the mutineers established soviets 
that foe Labour P a r ^ ^ ^ ^ i m e d  foe Republic. T he Congress 

. workers ti> "take"Over im 
mediate ^ n tio lf  -pf industry, nor did i t  tirge the peasants to 
appropriate the fe^ .esfotes; nor :advise the soldiers to remain 
under arms at foe difopsai^bf -foe reyolutioii, at the same time 
taking over the: administration o f fofe'^rmy. Private property 
^Ts'Mot abolished. Police, ^^fodary-.ktate institutions, schools, ~ 

P e ^ -w e re ' left unaffected. Mortgages, shares and agreements 
Wore left unchallenged, foe gold of foe Reichsbank untouched.

W ith foe election pf the pseudo-Sodalist Ebert as head of 
■"foe' Giovamhifent foe* Congress condemned itself to utter im
potence. In  Germany the majority of the united Labour Party 

' hnd cpunKT-revolutibnafy parties (as in. Russia, the Bolshevik 
majority) imposed its will and control upon the Congress. The 
local soviets were held back from their social revolutionary mis
sion and' then' adie-tracked ihtO" insignificant activities.

Counter-Revolution at Work
When the revolutionary anti-parliamentary and anti-party- 

dictatorship minorities—(in Russia, the Kronstadt sailors and 
workers; in Germany, the anarcho-syndicalists and Spartadsts)— 
objected to the deceptive manipulations of" the reformists allying 
themselves with foe counter-revolution, they were ruthlessely 
liquidated. In  Germany foe Labour Party gave the White 
'Generals a free hand to slaughter the militants by the hundred 
thousand. Similarly, Trotsky in Russia, after the intervention, 

'employed afch-ooimtef-revolunonaries and notorious Jew-baiters 
such as Geqcfoi S laskhew-Krimsky, to butcher .the Anarchists 
and Sopfel Revolutionaries.

T h e -^u ira l programme of foe Social Revolution was carried 
“̂ Piit "by fo e  massed only?fo £  certain extent: the overthrow of

the old regime, the break-up of the old army sy 
of the people and the setting up  of soviets- 

In  Russia and Germany we find a lev 
°YC -Si foe outbreak of foe revolution < 

■s m  u^dustry, agriculture and the army. 
^  ProP»ganda had one aim: preparation

“W « d £ ld tCindg l i p  Which soldiers, workers and

army and Close contacts wd
tihh.' Clubs aS d’i . thU5, Pre»*riog for the . .. .  
pondence was c u lu v a ^  aere organized; 3 
sympathizers within “ tween the revoiutit

| revolt. In

the ideas o f Social 
established between 

necessary fraternize- 
and hvely corres- 

. t h i n 's  rcvoIutiMiary groups and
ten t.w ith  conditions of l i p  “’“ 'navy. The existing discon- 
ploitcd, by shewing how in a °*d rhgun-i was cx-
would be minimized and ®a28 grievances
revolutionary^ propaganda made d e h S S 'S . J ^ ? "  >w*y- 1 ^ie 
discontent of d p  forces to s ^ T  rCTohS™ J? 
reinforce the existing gncvances by rcvolutW %
W hen the discontent and disillusion had at fin* 
in serious disaffection, deseriions increased alarmingly. ^  
pointed out in a recent article “How Wars End” this wa» pot 
the result entirely of revolutionary propaganda but also a natural 
reaction to a long drawn-out war. Bui revolutionary propa
ganda doubtless influenced the soldiers not to fire upon their 
comrades in  the streets on being ordered, but to go over to the 
side of the demonstrators. |  . '

Revolutionary propaganda was also responsible for the 
formation of soviets, the arrest of officers, confiscation of stores
and administrative M — — BIS , B B U S MB UBI 
freeing of political prisoners and comrades in detenuon camps, 
etc In  Russia and Germ any foe revolutionary propaganda had 
succeeded so far. I t  did not, however, influence the working 
class to carry the struggle to its lo g ia l conclusion.

As far back as the Concress of Saint-Imier, the Anarchists 
have stated and since then repeated again and again: "The 
tSwiwmc aspirations of the proletariat can have no other aim 
than  the establishment of an absolutely free economic orgamza- 
“ on and federation based upon the work and equaluy of all 
and completely independent of any poliucal government Such 
1 T L  and federation m ust be the result of the voluntary 

K f  the proletariat itself, the soviets and the autonomous

communes. organization is nothing but an organization
of r u lm  for die benefit of one class and the depnvauon of the 
masses I f  the proletariat should achieve power, it would 
SS iediate ly  degenerate into a ruling and explomng class.

“T he first duty of the insurgent proletariat is the complete 
destruction of A L L political power. Any organizing of a so- 
balled provisional revolutionary political power is only a new 
S ^ t i o n  Jnd  is fo r the Revolution as dangerous as any ex:st-

inS ^ e ^ k i r i a t  m ust reject all compromises an^bomgeois 
noliev and carry through the Social Revoluuon. In e  soviets, 
formed at the place of work, controlled from below, are die only 
sodal revoluucmary weapon by which the revoluuonary .mpute
o i the masses can destroy the class society and establish the 
frep anarchist international. \ I f CH A E L  PETERSO N .

offices, occupation of strategic stronghold^
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P A V E S  O F  L A B O U R  H I S T O R Y

BLACK FRIDAY AND AFTER
IIN tiig fir$s these articles we showed 

. foe elem entary principles 
id  iabow  solidarity a rc  carried  out, the 

can  resist foe assem bled m igh t of 
foe em ploying class and  its  governm ent, win 
a strike and  stave 031 a  general assault on 
wages, and  th at in  a very .short tim e. T h is  
ARicte a  w a y  o focrcnt lesson to  po in t
Tij&fra* a k ad c fsh ip  can  betray  its

a n d  foe c. somcr> v^xnch follow
l i t o .  foar beuayaL

til . a** were fomefl as
4at-'ytiid>v id  foe i i a d t - The

t o y  by  ̂ foc

foe jnrg“-y i,“jr ■rtp*-i nfo; a<8vaftrajfle (d
asy  sfo&i ft Cw» ww

V.: Vi foe Lix- glMfofol

iX f fo i *w$igcs &&& kafoitf

War Upon l̂ dbtxtr

aifosisfo for CfffofoMfoK m ss
fo be p r

changes. The Emergency Powers Act was in
voked. The Government polished up its road 
transport strike-breaking plan. Troops were 
sent to foe big industrial districts, while machine 
guns and armoured cars threatened foe naming 
areas. A  special Defence Force of ex-soldiers 
was raised, armed and sent to “guard the pits”. 
It is worthwhile turning from foe main course 
of our story here to relate that many miners, 
whose ranks contained a very, high percentage 
of cx-soldiers, joined the new Defence Force 
and straightway fraternised with their mates. So . 
fragile a weapon did foe Force prove to be that 
foe government after a while disbanded it  and 
never repealed foe experiment.

*‘Aj& Injury to One
The stoppage ot work m the mines

unions replied by ordering a general transport 
strike of rail, road and docks to begin a t mid
night on Tuesday, April 12.

Treachery Afoot
Although foe union leaders had issued foe 

strike call they appeared to have little stomach 
for foe fight. All day and every day they 
attempted to have negotiations reopened. To 
this end they persuaded the Miners Federation 

■ to have the safety men return to foe pits. This 
brought the miners and foe Government together 
OIi.. L̂ c morning of Tuesday the 12th and foe 
strike was postponed to Friday foe 15th.

Treachery was taking shape. On

foe pus after being given Hodge* m;
The miner* looked in his urgatui

Finking d t o  to  aid them. colleagues.
edified, fm foe aiigdft threat- temporary
: whole id the wtirinng daw EtC. memi
riesued- Very early m  F>31 volved dis\
da t (fcu rie  Lanfoury's able The moan inwntive campaign to foe Fnmcfo an iV u m cH  o f tin*
■ g ..  -  with foe

•ifol a* i

M m S & g , is * * * * *

had of sne fofoais
neapneie a  kvy W . ̂  >
”X * u w -  fool foe w-fcjri'hy
ivi rffoitttr A t  p»>iHMr~

The QiFftataKst wmkssI ott pohx

W# gjf>

gw*» m m # *

oauif soc what a  Wftrioog
Uv y smAI be; 9ot Wittily s  Wtiittf

of jE # »  Vawfor W W fesr d a*>~ 
f o f t f o  fo(f sifllW-brirs s  tog 

W vrietf sd 1
w ats acfobttfs fod 

AkfoAK(F to  mJ i m  < f o t  ifec
id HSidbî Wdto ttAd fo

p itfi WgfoMt* focy to t
ttswtHKiw *0 ^  foil muup(9%

for &ivwxv4iv v* we uispuie, which the 
of foe M .K Q.B. considered i&. 
settlement* and wage cuts.

ice of M .F /s sent the scheme to 
mstcr, Lloyd George. The £.c< 
>; meeting next day, repudiated 
mured him for acting without per- 
Federation.

leadership foe damage was done without hope 
Of repair.

C hief organisers of Black Friday were J .  H. 
Thomas, Secretary of foe N.U.R. and Bob Wil
liams, Secretary of foe Transport Workers Fed
eration. The cult of personal leadership was to 
blame. Foolish to condemn “right wing” leader
ship and replace it by “left wing”  leadership. 
J . H . Thomas was foe principal right wing 
leader; Bob Williams was a national executive 
committee member of foe Communist  Fany. 
Reformist or “revolutionary”, faith  in  leaders 
had let us down, and there was no revolutionary 
rank and file movement able to develop an al
ternative to  personal leadership.

After Black Friday
The pages of union journals and conference 

reports or this period are full of inquests on the 
betrayal, but in none of them can any regret 
by any of the principals be found. Bevin, one 

Mmhe principals, declared, at foe Transport 
. Federation Conference in  June 1921,

that u  he had to live Black Friday over again he
W
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W*. l ”4, a week in most ffisaias and

even to 4,2 7s. in  one. Disillusion spread. Trade 
union membership fell by over two milliohs. 
Let us remember the defeat of all that comes 
from allowing one section to be defeated. Let 
us, too, remember that only too often an atiaoc 
on foe miners is the herald of an attack upon

s> almost every branch 
cuts. Some took 

3nd at last fought a 
foe case of foe

TOM BROWN
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O l T  O F  G E A R
Reflections on the Cairo P a rlia m en t

T N  r  • fcw „ionriis ago 1 visited the Soldiers Parliament.” It was a grand affair 
1  with ministers for this and that, all of them very sincere about it all. Some, no 
doubt, had come along to display their rhetoric, but most had ideas which revealed a 
groping for some tangible scheme which could realise the conditions they had been 
hoping and fighting for.
The subject matter of their debates was not so 

interesting as their attitude towards each speaker. 
Fine and ringing words were at a discount, but 
everyone was interested in the statements of 
speakers with constructive ideas.

I had expected this attitude when I arrived, 
for even when I left my ship, the men were 
sitting round the mess tables, trying to unravel 
the tangle of ideas; I was not surprised when I 
walked in on a larger version of the same thing.

They appeared at this “parliament** to be 
seeking a plan which would obtain for them the 
vision for which they had been through the 
valley of the shadow. They will know soon 
that the happiness and freedom from fear of 
which they dreamed at Tobruk and Alamcin was 
a mirage of the desert.

Although there was no shortage of ideas, none 
of the speakers produced a scheme which dealt 
with more than one aspect of the “capitalist 
evn” which they denounced. They knew what 
they wanted but there was a barrier preventing 
a clear understanding of how it could be obtain
ed. The barrier was "parliament” .

They were like men pedalling madly towards 
freedom on a bicycle which is not in gear. They 
were attempting to form a plan for freedom out 
of the worst elements of someone else’s plan for 
its suppression.

B y O rd er

It is impossible to produce bullets with a type
writer . You cannot milk a clothes-horse, what 
then, soldier, makes you think that you can 
produce freedom from a machine built for the 
specific purpose of manufacturing highly-polish
ed slavery?

The achievement of economic and cultural 
freedom is your own responsibility. It can be 
obtained only by direct action. Far from expect
ing help in your task from your masters or their 
judicial, economic and financial machinery, you 
can only expect to become entangled in it and 
lose your way. You cannot expect anything but 
obstruction and opposition.

To be economically free we require unlimited 
access to food, shelter and clothing. To produce 
these we must have three things— the land con
taining the raw materials, the productive mach
inery and the labour.

We wield the labour. We make the tools and 
machinery. But the land containing the raw 
materials is controlled by a small minority.

Our job is to destroy the property-relations 
of society by direct action. That means taking 
over the land and the tools. No-one else can 
do this for us. Share-holders don’t drive trains 
or dig coal.

We must organise in our workshops, factories 
and fields to take over control of industry. We 
must start now and form  syndicates for this 
purpose. The trade-unions can do nothing, for

Vote  —  W hat F o r ?
Why is it that all these soldiers, sailors and 

airmen, W .A.A.F.S., A.T.S. and W .R.N.S., are 
not bothering to secure a vote—or will not 
bother unless it is made almost as difficult not 
to sign as to sign?

I t  is apathy? Certainly there is a good deal 
of it, reflected in comments like:

“Vote? What’s the good of a vote? All 1 
want to vote for is my ticket, I 'd  vote for that 
all right.”

"Vote? Why should I vote, Sir? I don't 
even know what my bloody constituency is?”

But apathy is not the whole explanation. 
Among the forces there is a distrust, wide and 
deep, of politics in general and politicians in 
particular, which makes people feel that it 
just isn't any good voting. Take this conver
sation :

A. "I don’t care a damn who's in power.”
B. ‘‘I’m not voting either. I used to vote 

Conservative, but I sec they're out for them
selves now, and 1*11 not help them any more.” 
Or this: ‘‘Only hypocrites and humbugs stand 
for Parliament, so it doesn’t matter who wc 
vote for.” (R .A .F .).

“All politicians are crooked, and Pm not 
going to vote for any of them.” (Arm y).

“They’re all a lot of swindlers, put for 
themselves. Conservatives or Labour, it’s me 
first all the time.” (W .A.A.F.).

“What’s the use of voting, it won’t make 
any difference.” Picture Postj 19/8/44.
Now that people begin to realize th at voting 
is of no use they should use other means of 
expressing their will. The alternative to 
voting is not apathy but direct action and 
individual initiative.

they struggle only for concessions here and there, 
and not to remove the fundamental evil. They 
have become insurance companies.

The syndicate, which exists primarily to seize 
control from the boss, which does not send its 
funds to headquarters to pay for officials, but 
keeps them in its branches, can succeed by 
strike and education.

By strike, however, wc do not mean walking 
off your job and leaving the boss in possession 
—we have had enough of that. We strike by 
staying in and continuing to produce as a 
syndicate. But the boss stays out.

Don't tell me that the boss has the army on 
his side. Every gun is made by a worker, every 
crust of bread the soldier eats is cooked by a 
baker, every soldier has a trade of some sort— 
he is also a worker.

Think it out soldier, and then let me know 
what the hell parliament or the boss has got 
to do with it.

STEVE MOYNAN.
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Bristol Dockers Strike
(F rom  our B risto l C orrespondent)

Avw
1 7 IV E  THOUSAND dockers were involved in a  anfc 
Jl  October 24th in the Bristol area. The strike 0
and the Bristol City docks and  the P o r t i* r * »  « c »  ' .. ......... , ______  _
of whether six o r right men should work in * r y  .
work on T hursday  noon, in order to allow negoaanons by a a r  .
section of the T ransport and General W orkers Lnwo to ta^e
upon by the employers and the union officials were rejected bs ^  October -<ik
again on F riday  m orning. At a mass meet mg held in Bnt-tol on .  a tu r a . 
the  m en decided to retu rn  to  work on the foit°w’n? Monday and to redoes* ne c.oe l 
re-open negotiations w ith the employers. 1  hese are the bare facts or the cast*, w e gave 
a brief report of this strike in the last issue of ITar C e m m tm fm y .  but owing to h a  
of space this m ore detailed account had t o be left over. .

in respect of each )ok  tk b  tag  4B ykw f>
M o re  M e n  than Jobs

In order that the docker may learn by the 
mistakes made during the dispute, ami the gen
eral public be better informed of the causes of 
the strike, a more detailed account of the hap
penings are necessary. It has been the custom 
lor many years at the Avonmooth Docks, tin t 
a gang of dockers handling a double hoist should 
not be less than eight men in a gang. Owing 
to the shortage of labour and the urgency of 
the situation in the early stages of the war, leu  
men were more common when working overtime, 
as for various reasons, not all the men could 
stay on, and the work was done abort-handed. 
The employers a t this tunc pleaded with the 
men to work overtime with even has men to 
a gang, giving the understanding that it would 
not be used against the dockers when the situa
tion improved. Recently, because of the exis
tence o f  300-400 dockers being daily unemployed, 
drawing only their attendance money, the men 
felt that the time had arrived when they could 
reasonably expect the return oi the eight men to 
a gang custom.

Causes of the Strike
On Monday, October 23rd, dockers were 

detailed to handle a cargo of metal, six men 
to a gang. The weight of the cargo barrels, 
approximately 1,000 lbs each, a roll-in of some 
considerable distance, and the general heavy 
nature of this particular job, prompted the men 
to appeal for the help of two more men to 
make up their normal number in a gang After 
first seeking the advice of the Union, the men 
started the job with six men to a gang, whilst 
the Union was making representations to the 
stevedores, Charles Hill and Soot, Ltd. The 
employers refused to allocate the addi tion al 
labour requested by the men, to the job. As a 
result of that day’s work, one of the docker's 
sustained an injury which his work-mates con
sidered was directly attributable to the fact that 
they were working six, and not eight men, to 
a gang. In support of their comrades, all of the 
dockers struck work the next day, Tuesday, 
because of this attack by the employers upon 
the principle of the eight-men gang. T he gen
eral secretary of the Dockers Group of the 
Transport and General Workers Union, M r. J. 
Donovan,* was dispatched post-haste from Lon
don, and was soon on the spot, pleading for the 
men to return to work. Hoping to appease the 
strikers, the employers first offered to  pay into 
charity the equivalent of the two extra men’s 
wages, but the dockers weren’t  having any of 
this soft-soaping. On the recommendation of 
the Union, the men restarted work a t Thursday, 
midday, so that immediate negotiations could 
begin with the employers. The same evening, 
at a report-back meeting, the negotiating officials 
announced the decisions of the negotiations. The 
firm had agreed to pay the wages of the two 
extra men to the workers on the job that preci
pitated the dispute, bu t every job had to be 
judged on its merits, and fresh representations

contended that the umpire 3 ® a w a  of a i  
to a gang a m t  stand. The majority of the a m  
on strike were not present at the grq an g  
meeting, and the proposals were under m a s k ie *  
bon by the men ummighr O n the Friday 
morning the dockers <fid not acaeaape oa em er 
the “pen," but stood m  angry jp o u p i  aneshkr.

I  nion Backs O u t
The general feeling was that they had been 
*oW-oui, and many ( npnawcd the optaanB that 
“Donovan had m oled again." When ihas 
worthy appeared n  rescue the p r o p i- l i  n o p  
booed there were shouts af ' We want the 
labour, not the money.T> The anaod «C ( a f t  
numbers of the dockers was bccoouBg wgfy» 
for they maintained » H  it was now ah v an am ac  
in offering to pay the wages of the two «scm 
men the firm was admitting what a a  pnvaemly 
denied, that eight awn were aaeeaoury^ a d  she 
(adore to press home this point, cwmlul 
the other compromising proposal* cammtueed 
a sell-out by the negotiating o l d i k  A vara 
aeu f i lm  and the dockcis unanimously cejacBHf 
the proposals and reaffirmed their as
strike, u  was at this meeting that D unw aa 
intimated that the dispute was now “am  of 
court” and therefore no mure could be h a t  by 
the union in the matter. This was the c b n t  af 
some confusion in the minds of many af the 
men and gave n n  to a belief prevailing h u r .  
that nothing would be done while they were on 
strike. The unofficial workers’ commute*, 
speaking foe the strikers, announced the h o l h g  
of a joint meeting with the Bristol City itoflrm 
in Bristol for the next morning, to decide on the 
next course of action. The n a n a x  of sne- 
peered C-P.ers on the platform of the meeting, 
the following morning, obviously set the mne 
of the speeches, for, to a gathering of men f a t  
had decided unanimously, only the day before, 
to strike, not one speaker repeated the ilrwamt. 
while three speakers unconsciously quoted from 
the C T .’i  Appeal to return to work. This, the 
general belies' that the po ah ea  was now at a 
deadlock, (he loss of wages, no doubt all con
tributed to the bringing about of she acceptance 
of the negotiated proposals, rejected the prenoua 
4ay, and the dockers decided to restart work o t  
he Monday, approaching the union to re-open 
legodeboos on the question of the manning; 

icale on the docks.
The rok  played by Charles Hill A Sons Ltd. 

is regarded by the men to be not solely bad 
treatment by a  lone firm, but a result of the 
support that this firm s u  given by the 
Employers and Association as part of an organ
ised attack on the working conditions af the 
lockers. A whole serins of t a o m d n m u  an 
he dockers rights and customs prove this can- 
entioo up to the hilt.

T O M  CA RLILE
♦It was this “workers' representative’' who was 

the only delegate from the body of the ball at 
the Trade Union Congress who spoke la  sup
port of Bovin's ana-strike legislation.

CHINESE SOLDIERS' PLIGHT
The wounded or sick Chinese soldier is still 

the unwanted man of this war. In  the early 
days of the fighting in 1937 a Chinese professor 
in  the college happened to see wounded soldiers 
from Shanghai and Nanking lying on the water
front at Wuchang, where they were awaiting 
transportation into the interior. They had re
ceived no medical attention for days or even 
weeks; they were thirsty, but could obtain water 
only by buying it. The military hospitals are 
wretched. Fauents sleep in their dirty, foul 
clothes on wooden boards or lie on straw on 
the floor. Sometimes patients with different 
diseases share the same bed and the same blan
kets. Those in charge have little medical train
ing and often are unable to diagnose diseases. 
By the time soldiers reach the hospital they are 
often beyond help. Out of 140 sick men (not 
wounded) admitted into one hospital in a month 
sixty died. Men were discharged before they 
had recovered to make room for new cases. 
The common diseases were dysentery, malaria, 
typhus, and sometimes cholera. 1 asked a 
Chinese doctor where the wounded were, and he 
explained that owing to the difficulties of trans
port it took about eight days for the wounded 
to be carried from the scene of fighting to the 
nearest advance hospital, and by then it was 
usually too late. Some wounded soldiers who 
arrived at a near-by hospital had been six 
months on the way.

Manchester Guardian, 10/11/44.

OFFICERS OF THE 
PEOPLE'S A R M Y !

The only Russians who can be said to be 
really well dressed are the Army. I  do not 
think, as far as looks go, that any army in the 
world to-day could produce an equal to the 
Red Army officer of field rank who, gleaming 
with gold braid and with the skirts of his great 
coat reaching to the ankles, high bools, and 
crowned with a grey fur hat, is a most imposing 
sight.

The Observer, 12/11/44.

COMMUNISTS
WHITEWASHED

One favourite way of falsifying history nowa
days is to alter dates. Maurice Thorez, the 
French Communist, has just been amnestied by 
the French Government (he was under sentence 
for deserting from the army). Apropos of this, 
one London newspaper remarks that Thorez 
“will now be able to return from Moscow, 
where he ha* been living in exile for the last 
six years.”

On the contrary, he has been in Moscow for 
at least five years, as the editor of this news
paper is well aware. Thorez, who for several 
years past has been proclaiming his anxiety to

defend France against the German, was called 
up at the outbreak of war in 1939, and failed 
to make an appearance. Some time later he 
turned up in Moscow.

But why the alteration of date? In  order 
to make it appear that Thorez deserted, if he 
did desert, a year before the war and not after 
the fighting had started. This is merely one act 
in the general effort to whitewash the behaviour 
of the French and other Communists during the 
period of the Russo-German pact. I  could name 
othe^ similar falsifications in recent years. Some
times you can give an event a quite different 
colour by switching its date only a few weeks. 
But it doesn’t much matter so long as we all 
keep our eyes open and see to i t  that the lies 
do not creep out of the newspapers and into the 
history books.

George Orwell in Tribune, 17/11/44.

E.W.O. TO  STAY
Dealing with labour controls in the interim 

period between the defeats of Germany and 
Japan, the White Paper outlines important 
modifications in the present system.

In the background there will remain the M in
ister of Labour’s power, under the Defence Re
gulations, to direct any person to any job in the 
United Kingdom at the rate for the job.

The Essential Work Orders will be retained, 
and may be extended to some industries not now 
covered.

But the chief centre of control will lie in a 
new Control of Engagement Order, which will 
cover all employments, but be limited to men 
aged 18 to 50 and women aged 18 to 40.

Daily Herald, 17/11/44.

SPANISH POLITICS
Most important of all, I  am able to  disclose 

the truth about the “Junta Suprema de Union 
Nacional” (Supreme Committee of National 
Union), which claims to unite under its direction 
all anti-Franco elements, including Communists, 
Socialists, and Liberal Republicans, and Conser
vatives, Clericals, and Monarchists.

The “Junta Suprema” does not exist outside 
the Spanish Communist propaganda, which 
claims that it is a vast organisation both inside 
and outside Spain, with its own “ commander- 
in-chief” .

It is, in fact, the Spanish Communist Party 
with a few individuals of other Republican 
groups tacked on to it.

Sunday Dispatch,  19/11/44. 
War Commentary “disclosed” these facts in 
its last issue.

Through the Press
EXCHANGE OF FILMS 
W ITH RUSSIA

A reciprocal arrangement with the Soviet for 
the distribution of British films has just been 
made by Mr. J. A rthur Rank. This secures the 
entry of British films into Russia on a percentage 
basis and the distribution of Soviet films in this 
country. This is the first occasion upon which 
a market for British films has been secured in 
Russia on a percentage basis. H itherto entrance 
to the Russian market has been based on the 
purchase of rights.

The arrangement should open an extensive 
market for British films in the Soviet territories. 
The Russian films to be shown in this country 
will be dubbed in English. Soviet films do not 
now concentrate upon political propaganda. One 
recent picture, “ Kutozoe,”  deals with the over
throw of Napoleon’s armies; “ Silver Slippers” 
is a comedy based upon Gogol’s “Night Before 
Christmas,” and “Tale of Tsar jSaltan” is an 
animated cartoon.

Glasgow Herald, 3 /10/44. 
I t is a proof of the degeneration of Russian 
trims that they should now be acceptable by 
Mr. Rank. [When Russian films remained 
faithful to the spirit of the revolution they 
were banned by capitalist cinema owners.

MRS. SMITH GETS FIVE BOB
A boy of three, Samuel George Armstrong 

Vestey, and his year-old brother M ark inherit 
over half a million under the will of their father, 
Capt. W. H. Vestey, son of Lord Vestey.

Cape. Vestey, who died on war service, left 
£646,672. He bequeathed £100,000 and per
sonal property to his wife, who is a grand
daughter of the late Dame Nellie Melba,

Nevii Qhronide, 14/11/44,

GENEVA CONVENTION 
IGNORED ?

M r. Mabane, Parliamentary Secretary, M inis
try of Food, replying to M r. A rthur Duckworth 
(Con., Shrewsbury) in the Commons to-day, said 
that the start of a m anufacturing campaign at 
Allscott Beet Sugar Factory was delayed for one 
day because certain Italian prisoners of war 
refused to work on a shift system. They were 
sentenced to detention.

Earl W interton (Con., Horsham) protested 
against this, saying, “Under what powers con
ferred by the Geneva Convention is punishment 
inflicted upon prisoners of war for refusing to 
work? The Government has constantly stated 
that no prisoner of war can be made to work.

M r. Mabane.— T h at rests with the W ar M in
ister, who supplied us with the information.

Evening Standard, 2 /11/44 .

Does this mean that the War Minister can 
interpret the Geneva Convention as it  suits 
his convenience?

ITALIAN SOLIDARITY
Lance-corporal Jack Goff, who with Corporal 

C. H. Godbehere escaped from Italy via Swit
zerland, said at his home in Brighilingsea, 
Essex: “The Italian peasants were marvellous. 
M any of them would kill a chicken for us, and 
be content to eat bread themselves.”

News Chronicle, 14/11/44. 

This will not prevent English journalists 
from protesting violently if Italian prisoners 
get decent living conditions when working 
in London.

MORE HONESTY NEEDED!
Fourteen years have passed since the State of 

Massachusetts murdered Nicola Sacco and Bart
olomeo Vanzetti, on August 22, 1927, after seven 
long years of imprisonment. All the world 
knew, long before the electric chair claimed its 
victims, that Sacco and Vanzetti were innocent 
of the crime for which they were executed . . .
The capitalist courts were un-moved by the 
evidence, because the innocence of the^men had 
never been the issue. I t  was “Bolshevism they 
hoped to burn in the electric chair, when the 
switch was pulled to end the lives of Sacco and 
Vanzetti. The M ilitant, 26 /8 /44 .
This extract is from a long article in the 
American Trotskyst paper The Militant in 
which the fact that Sacco and Vanzetti were 
anarchists is not once mentioned 1 The last 
sentence rather leads one to believe that 
they were bolsheviks while in fact they had 
strongly attacked the actions of the Bolshe
viks in Russia.

The Trotskysts attack the Stalinists for 
rewriting the history of the Russian Revolu
tion without mentioning the role played by 
Trotsky. But it would appear that they 
too can rewrite history to sui their conven
ience

BETTER BARBARIANS
Officials of the Ford Motor Company in De

troit say, in a statement this week-end, that the 
Allies have facilities for manufacturing flying 
bombs of “most devilish and destructive type.”

The Allies, they said are in a position to pro
duce robot bombs “superior to anything the Ger
mans can turn out” New Chronicle, 13/11/44,

CENSORSHIP FOR INDIA
Hansard for the iz th  October, 1944 gives 

the following interesting information regard
ing the censorship of Press Messages sent 
from this country to India:

M r. Sorensen 
asked the Secre
tary of State for 
India whether 
he is aware that 
cabled messages 
from this coun
try  to the Free 
Press Journal of 
Bombay and 
other newspapers 
frequently have 
portions of the 

messages deleted but without information being 
given to the recipients of the extent o r nature 
of the deletions; and whether he will ensure 
that the censorship more reasonably operates so 
that only references of a specific military nature 
become liable to deletion.

Mr. A m er j:  While the Government ox 
In d ia  have reserved the right to scrutinise a n y  
incoming message not only from the purely 
military aspect but in the light of their know
ledge of conditions in India, I am confident 
that the number of deletions is in practice 
very small. The Government of India regu
larly intimate to me by telegram the more 
important deletions and the reasons for them, 
and this information is passed on to the indi
vidual correspondents concerned for their 
confidential guidance.

M r. Sorensen : I t  the M in is te r  aware th at 
editors in India do not know what is deleted, 
and that sometimes messages are alm ost incom 
prehensible? Could not th at practice be stopped?

Air. A m ery:  Yes, Sir. Inform ation is sup
plied to correspondents here for their guidance, 
so that they shall not make the mistakes again.

M r. Sorensen: Can the editors in  India be 
informed what deletions hawe been rrmd<» from 
the messages they do receive?

Air. A m ery : T h a t  would give them  the oppor
tunity of publishing precisely w hat they are 
expected not to publish.

W H A T  A  W A R !
Collar-attached shins are being issued in some 

units of the Army—but the soldiers may not 
wear them because no orders or Army Council 
instructions have been published to permit it.

If they do they are liable under present regu
lations to be stopped by military police tor being 
improperly dressed.

If they button their battle dress over the 
collar and the top of the collar shows they can 
again be pulled up by the “red caps.”

If they tuck the collar down they get a chafed 
neck.

DoHiy H ero ic,
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Red and Black Xolebook

EIRE and  the  CORPORATE ST ATI
>g> the Eire Government appoint

e d *  "CoBiUisoon on Vocational Orgm m t)onn 
greaded over by the Bishop of Galway. The 

- t .ntnnusaon has nom presented a 500 page 
repon. M iss Bennett and Senator Campbell, 
w o  of the Labour members, have signed a 
onnority report. Two other Labour members. 
Duffy, Secretary of the Irish Labour Party, 
and J. Larkin, refused to sign the report and are 
to issue a statement later.

The suggestions of the report bear a striking 
likeness to Mussolini's corporate state law. It 
is proposed that Eire shall have a "National 
Vocational Assembly” of 120 unpaid members 
drawn from national conferences of vocational 
groups, agriculture, industry, commerce, finance, 
the professions and transport. The Assembly 
would bold office for three years, advising par
liament and eventually replacing the second 
c h a m b e r -

Irish L abour in D anger
Each industry would have a conference of 

trade unions and employers; negotiating mach
inery would be enforced on workers threatening 
to strike and strikes would be illegal until the 
"conciliation” machine had been out to its limit. 
The latter two clauses, in effect, mean that 
strikes in Eire will be outlawed if the Report 
becomes law. The resemblance to, nay the iden
tity with, the Fascist Corporate State will readily 
be seen.

The anatomy of the Assembly, the confer
ences of groups and the conferences of industries 
(Councils of Corporations in Italy) are identical 
to the bodies outlined by Mussolini in the reso
lution presented to the Assembly of the National 
Council of Corporations—the celebrated corpor
ate state law— on November 14th, 1933. The 
proposal to cripple strike action adds to the 
Fascist character of the report.

The Fascist Threat
We do not suggest that the adoption of this 

report would alone make Eire a Fascist state, 
but it is dangerous as part of a general social 
trend in that direction—in Britain as in Eire. 
Political measures limiting public speech, the 
P res or labour action, forcibly transferring 
labour and keeping down wages are now common 
and threaten to become permanent. Trade 
unions in Britain, with a few exceptions, have 
proposed post war plans of obvious Corporate 
State character.

The world is moving rapidly from the classic 
conception of "free capitalism”. Liberalism and 
capitalism are ever less possible company. 
Society is forced to become some form of col
lectivism. Social and economic thought is hard
ening into two trends— the bastard collectivism  
of Fascism (under several names) and the true 
collectivism of Syndicalism, the common owner
ship of the means of production by workers’ 
control of industry. Even in Catholic social 
thought these two trends are apparent. There 

seems to be no middle course.
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Fivepeitce an Hour
Recent Press reports from Aachen thai

the Allied military authorities have ordered •  
registration of labour. labour fa w * cnmpul* 
$©ry—but anyone not registering trill he dented 
rations I Wages are fivepence pee hour 

Those who believe that German labour must 
be made to pay for the war should ponder that. 
Whatever form the payment takes, direct labour 
power, commodities or money which wilt be 
used to buy commodities produced by German 
labour, German workers at fivepence an hour 
will be competing with British and Allied labour. 
This was the position at the close o f the last 
war, we all, particularly the miners, know the 
tragedy of low wages, unemployment and broken 
homes which followed the policy of “making  
Germany pay”.

Can you compete against fivepence an hour? 
Yet, this is the policy adopted by the recent 
Trades Union Congress by an overwhelming 
majority. One clause of the T .U .C . resolution 
reads: "The Germans should be forced to re
build blitzed and shelled British d oes and vil
lages." While British brickies and carpenters 
sign the dole?

The Dockers* Reply
During the recent dock strike at Avonmontb 

and Bristol dockers resented Press statements 
accusing the dockers of “stabbing the soldiers in 
the back”. Angered by the attempt to create 
ill win between soldiers and workers, a crowd 
of dockers marched to the offices of the Bristol 
Evening W orld  and protested. The strike was 
against reducing gangs on barrel work from 
eight in number to six. The strikers pointed out 
that by striking against worsened conditions 
they were protecting the jobs of ex-docker sol
diers who would have no ciw y  job to return to 
if their mates submitted. The dockers deman
ded that their statement be published in the 
paper. The Evening W orld  published their 
reply. A little more of this would do a lot of 
good.

The Capitalist Cat
Readers of Trade Unionism or Syndicalism  

w ill remember the stories of the chimpanzee and 
the Pekingese who became capitalists by inherit
ing fortunes from their mistresses. Now we 
have a capitalist cat. A few weeks ago, accor
ding to the Evening Neves 23 /1 0 /4 4 , Woodbury 
Rand, a Boston U .S . lawyer left £15,000 to his 
cat Buster. So, the cat is now a capitalist, 
drawing his money and doing as much in return 
for it as any other capitalist. O f course, you 
can’t do without the capitalist.

SY N D IC A LIST.
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Freedom Press publications advertised elsewhere 
in this issue also in stock. The following books 
are g ill available:
NOW vote. 1 4  2 Edited by G. Woodcock, ea. 1/6  
NOW, Volume 3 Edited by G. Woodcock 2/-
THc EDUCATION OF FREE MEN Herbert Read 1 / - 
DEATH PAYS A DIVIDEND F. Brockway 3/6
BRANCH STREET Marie Paneth 6 -
THE PECKHAM EXPERIMENT

A Study in the Living Structure of Society 12/6 
WHY DON’T WE LEARN FROM 

HISTORY Liddell Hart 21-
WORKERS IN STALIN’S RUSSIA M. L. Berneri 1 - 
THE RUSSIAN PEASANT AND 

OTHER STUDIES C2 rots.) John Maynard 6/- 
TKE RUSSIAN ENIGMA A. Ciliga 1/8
STALIN'S RUSSIA AND THE CRISIS 

IN SOCIALISM Max Eastman 7/6
ARCHITECTURE FOR CHILDREN d. & M. Fry 7/6  
THE CULTURE OF CITIES L. Mum ford 15/-
ART AND INDUSTRY Herbert Read 12.6
EDUCATION THROUGH ART Herbert Read 25/- 
EDUCATION Herbert Spencer 2!-
MONEY MUST GO Phiioren 2/6
RIGHTS OF MAN T. Paine 2/6
~HE PASSING OF HEAVEN Sc HELL 4. McCabe 6d. 

MARTIAN EXAMINES CHRISTIANITY 1/6
*  LIBERTY OF MAN R. G. Ingersofl 2 /-

-sNALTIES UPON OPINION Brad laugh Bonner 2 / -  
>AMM£D BOOKS OF ENGLAND Alex Craig 7/6  
THE RELIGION OF THE OPEN MIND

A. Go wans Wbjrte 2 /-
ARMIES AND THE ART OF

REVOLUTION 1C. C. Chorley 12/6
THE HISTORY OF THE IRISH CITIZEN 

ARtiY R. M. Fox 6/•
HUMAN REPRODUCTION AND 

VENEREAL DISEASE Or. 4. Drew 3/6
ABORTION: RIGHT OR WRONG

___  Dorothy Thurtle 2/6
SELECTIONS FROM THE WORKS OF 

GEARARD WINSTANLCY 
THE SAVINGS OF LAO TZU 
TAOIST TEACHINGS 
SELECTED WORKS OF VOLTAIRE 
THE LANGUAGE & THOUGHT OF 

THE CHILD
THE CHILD'S CONCEPTION OF 

CAUSALITY
THE MORAL JUDGMENT OF THE 

CHILD
JUDGMENT A REASONING IN THE 

CHILD
WAR AND THE CHILD MIND 
YOUNG CHILDREN IN WARTIME Anna Freud 1/6 I 
SEEDS OF CHAOS Vera Britain 3 6
STARVATION IN EUROPE C. H. Bourne & .
THE LOOM OF LANGUAGE Bodmer 15 -
HAZLITT SELECTED ESSAYS is '.
HEINRICH HEINE: WORKS OF PROSE U /-
SOUTM WIND Norman Douglas 6/6
N C T S Y
A WORLD WITHIN A WAR 
THE CENTRE CANNOT MOLD 
THE SUN ML MONUMENT 
THE WHITE ISLAND 
T WREATH FOR THE LIVING 
A TIME TO MOURME 
IS POEMS
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Anarchism  
in Practice

Lecturing on the FocU mub H flih  Centre 
recently. Dr. Scott WiUanmeon, one «f iu  
frmndrn m entioned an int creating aipect of 
the experim ent. The Centre “hnd no rule* 
nr rvfuldMNU.” For the first few  weeks the 
p f«pir jaagt Ml about. They didn’t know bow  
to  oar rtwir freedom — except of coarse the 
children. There were mo organiecr*— “ not 
even a Youth Organizer”- (M any of Dr. 
Scott WSDanmson’a remarks hnd n dry irony).

For the fine name m onths there wax chaos, 
oad thcT alm ost gave up faith— every day one 
of his sta ll would plead with bins to  introduce 
le n t  rafica. Then snddcidy “ out of chaos 
oansr order"*. The people  learned how to  use 
choir freedom , and now they started to do 
things* the things they wanted to  do but had 
■avar hafari had the chance to  do* H ow cn- 

that sounded to  aa anarchist!
DEREK EASTM OXD.

D eath  o f a
Com rade

I i  is wish regret that we announce the deash 
o f a tireless figh ter for Anarchism , Bianchero 
Gioacchino, a friend o f M alaxesta and Carlo 
Tresca. H e refused to  do m ilitary service in 
the last war, and migrated to Sw itzerland where 
he carried on propaganda among Ins Italian  
fellow  countrym en. A fte r the war, he went 
back to  Ita ly  where there was more scope for 
him  than abroad. H e worked ceaselessly fo r the 
m ovem ent there un til M ussolini seized power. 
T he Fascists had marked him down as one o f 
their first victim s, but he escaped and went once 
again to Sw itzerland. H is reputation and acti
vities, however, soon got him  expelled. H e 
moved to  France, only to  m eet the same fa te. 
Then on to  Luxem burg. B u t neither Fascist 
nor D em ocratic governm ents give shelter to 
m ilitant anarchists, and he again received the 
order to move on.

O ur comrade went to  Belgium , where he lived 
fo r  some years. Under the pen-nam e “Lucifer,” 
he wrote frequently fo r the Italian Anarchist 
paper II M artello, published in Am erica, and 
fo r  Giustizda e Liberia (Justice and Liberty). 
In  Belgium , he found  good comrades and con
stant work. W hile there he sent fo r his son 
Cafiero Gioacchino, no t know ing th a t he 
had joined th e  blackshirts, fo r  he had con
cealed th is from  his father. T his is an instance

tarns from the path  <
Anarchist movement I n  
force against capita baao mm

It cuttot of co o it he d 
ocularly in the jatcr-wat 
meat has suffered a period 
to no lack in itself baat to 
working-cfcaas p ien lh r w. 
the political porbet who 
according: to rhetr ideas of dw hcdU M sh  
boo o r  dictatorship, mad abandoned it s 4 n  
reaction overtook them leaving the ddnr 
movement to ffruggli oo thane The d m  
war years were marked by the growth ad 
the State idea, and since A asrd m i stnad* 
in direct negation of goi t iimin im it has 
been the only movement that has carried  mm 
i  logical and consistent straggle agaisns that 
idea and the totalitarian and ocher govern
ments which have incorporated that idea.
TH E RUSSIAN A N AR C H ISTS

In Russia it was the Anarchist move
ment that stood by the principles of the 
Revolution—“the land to the peasants, the 
factories to the workers,”—and were the 
spearhead of the attack against first the 
Czarist interventionists, and later the Bol
shevik dictatorship. The peasant movement 
of Makhno, the Ukranian anarchist 
guerrilla leader of the Interventionist period* 
the anarchist groups and the anarcho-syndi
calist organisation, stood out to the very 
end against the new Czarism; amongst the 
Russian workers* opposition to this day our 
movement remains the principal force 
against Bolshevism and reaction.

In Italy, while the Socialist Party signed a 
peace treaty with Mussolini* while the Com
munists held back the workers* forces, while the 
Liberals sought for paths of reconciliation with 
fascism, it was again the Anarchist movement 
which took the lead—-it was our movement, the 
Syndicalist Union, which held on to the last 
with the general strike against fascism. Anar
chists carried on the struggle in Italy and abroad

PL A *

part it ha# p a p a  m 
against the regime 
dictator Salazar is ■ 

The Anarchs* mm 
not being equal in \ 
ing-clasa, has p lay  
struggle again* H xl 
struggle has gathered

the German masses I

o f the soul-destroying effects o f the bestial creed 
o f Fascism , the com plete alienation o f filia l 
affection. The son is taught to  betray the 
fa ther because he is an enem y o f the S ta te. 
F ortunately fo r our comrade, his comrades 
rallied to  his aid, and it teas the son who was 
expelled instead o f the father.

But the Belgian Government was now aware 
of whom it was sheltering, and he was soon 
on the blacklist. When the Germans invaded 
Belgium, he was arrested ax Namur. His com
panion C. Furs cm an wrote ceaselessly, enquiring 
through various channels for information about 
him. A t one time he was interned in a camp 
on the Spanish frontier, but after that there was 
a long silence. Comrade Furseman has now 
heard that he had died on December 15th 1942. 
at the age of 58.

In  paying this short tribute to the m em ory o f 
our dead comrade who saw perhaps the first 
glim m ering o f the D awn, but not the D ay fo r  
which he had worked so hard, we rem em ber 
that he was o f the race and lim e that produced 
Sacco and V anzetti:

Named and nameless, all live in us, 
One and a ll, they lead us still. 

These martyred comrades had the vision. It 
is for us to make it the reality.

Mat Kavanagh

N O  \ E M B E R  
M A R T Y R S

C o r n  m e i u o r a t i o u  

M e e t i n g

On Friday, November 10th, a m eeting 
held at Freedom Press Rooms to commemorate 
the anniversary of the Chicago Martyrs* death 
in l»d/. 1 wo or our comrades, G eorge Gores
and ivu i cLavanagh, who sposte, were amongst 
toe few with personal recollections at mat penou, 
and they gave very lucid ana detailed accounts 
or uk struggle surrounding me trial, ana cue 
u-iai itseii. i t  was also stressed mac tins teuxLyr- 
uotn was out one ot me many suxzered oy 
Anar crusts m me course at me struggle lor 
nctuoui. George Gores concxuaed a very elo
quent speech by urging comrades to revive me 
old tradition ot holding every year on Novemoer 
1 1 th, large meetings commemorating not only 
this martyrdom but that of a ll comrades who 
had fallen in  the struggle, am ongst whom  were 
referred to tw elve Japanese comrades executed in  
1911, and the M onijuich victim s at the begin
ning of the century.
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Reminiscences of an Old 
Wobblie

Dear Comrades,
I happen to live in one of the most conserva

tive towns of England (Shrewsbury), Mr. Duck
worth being the Tory M.P. for the constituency. 
This agrarian county abounds with Lords, 
Squires and Sirs. Slums and dilapidated houses 
with roses round the door are scattered about 
the villages. These wealthy and smartly and 
expensively dressed upper class have all the 
good things that go to the making of a healthy 
life. This month the rich landowners do plenty 
of game shooting, parading through crops of 
beet, mangolds, potatoes, etc., on his great estate. 
He takes care not to cut any beet on a cold, 
frosty, or wet morning. In Shropshire the 
employers soon tell us that’s what they employ 
wage labour for—to make enough profits so that 

they don’t have to take their coats off and go 
to work a minimum of 54 hours a week.

In the year 1926, I migrated to Canada, land
ing in Halifax, and traversing by train right 
into the North West of the country. One day 
1 was walking down the streets of Calgary. I 
came u> Eighth Avenue and Second Street East, 
when lo and behold, I ran into the secretary of 
the I.W.W. He was calling in stentorian tones,
“Industrial Worker, official organ of the wob- 
blies, five cents a copy”. In my youth I’d been 
a reader of the Daily Herald and a member of 
the General Workers* Union. If the Industrial 
Workers of the World catered for all worker* of 
the world, it must be a magnificent organization. 
So it is. I then purchased a copy off the then 
secretary. He invited me along to the 2.30 
Sunday membership meeting. Under the good 
and welfare item of the agenda, 1 was enrolled a 
member of the I.W .W ., 120. From then on
ward I attended branch meetings regularly, and 
also took an active part in the propaganda work 
of the Union. 1 wish them every success in 
their movement. Let us look forward to the 
day dawning when a new light wakens the work
ing d a is, when we shall arise to a higher and 
nobler society which w ill surpass the feudal and 
mediaeval age*. Kant the philosopher once said 
on his 75th birthday, he would abolish standing 
armies and navies, placing ruling class greed as 

the ansae of all warfare.
Yours fraternally,

A . B. FLETCHER.

Reader at Arnhem
Dear Sirs,

A letter came form my son, J. P. last
week. You may be interested to know he went 
to Holland with the Parachute Regiment and 
was reported missing from Arnhem on Septem
ber 25th.

The War Commentaries have been put to 
good use and I am saving them in the hope that 
he is a prisoner and will soon be home again.

Yours faithfully,
(Mrs.) J. C.

German P.O .W .
Dear Comrades,

Recently volunteers were asked for, to escort 
German prisoners of war from a camp to a port 
of embarkation. Anxious to meet these ‘Huns’ 
who callously kill off thousands of people with
out reason, I volunteered.

As soon as I reached the camp I went 
straight over to the barbed-wire enclosure to 
catch a glimpse of them.

Later in the morning we were informed that 
we were going to march our prisoners fourteen 
miles to the railway station in the town, when 
the nearest station was only three miles away.

So at one o’clock we lined up outside the en
closure to receive our prisoners. Out they 
inarched in batches of fifty, and a sorry sight 
most of them looked in their ragged grey-green 
uniforms, unshaven and carrying small bundles 
or towels. A lorry pulled up behind the column 
and a special batch of about twenty Germans 
were put in it.

“What is the matter with them? Are they 
sick?” I asked one of the guards.

“Oh, no, they are officers,” was h it startling 
reply.

It seems as if the authorities uphold the dis
tinction between officers and men, even when 
they are ‘barbarous Huns*.

Eventually, after a march lasting nearly six 
hours, we reached the town where we put the 
prisoners on the green until the train arrived. 
Here we managed to obtain a few buckets of 
water from the civilians for them. It was the 
only drink they had since the journey began. 

On the train I had the opportunity to study

my prisoners. They shewed none of the arro
gance of the film Nazis, in fact, one of them 
even offered his seat to me. I  soon discovered 
that one of them could speak fairly good English 
and when I showed him I wanted to be friendly, 
he was quite willing to converse with me. He 
agreed with me that Germany had lost the wax 
but believed the Germans will fight to the last 
man because of the following reasons:—

1. The Gestapo is very efficient, and if any 
section of the people showed the least sign of 
revolt they would be ruthlessly suppressed be
fore they could do anything.

2. The Germans believe their men will be 
taken from Germany and sent to other countries 
as semi-slaves.

3. They believe that Germany will be 
divided up between England, America and Rus-

and occupied for at least a generation,sia,
during which time every opportunity will be 
taken to humiliate and degrade them.

I mentioned the atrocities alleged to have been 
committed in Russia but he pleaded ignorance. 
He knew about as much about German adminis
tration in Russia as the average Englishman 
knows about the British administration in India. 
This should answer those people who maintain 
that the German people are responsible for the 
crimes committed in their name. The German 
people do not know what is happening outside 
Germany.

By the time we had reached our destination, I 
was convinced that the German is no different 
from us. He believes, he if fighting for his 
existence—like us. He is convinced of the just
ness of his cause—like us. He is fed with a 
stream of pro-war propaganda— like us. He has 
been bombed—like us.

During the whole of the journey, from the 
time we collected the prisoners at the camp, 
marched them fourteen miles, taken them on a 
train journey and handed them over at the port, 
a period of twenty-two hours, they had not had 
a mouthful of food. I asked them if they had 
been given anything to cat for the journey at 
the camp but the answer was in the negative. 
I will not comment on this or I  may be accused
of being anti-British. ‘Yours fraternally,

GUS.
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T . W . BR O W N  D E F E N C E  
F U N D

We thank all comrades and friends who have 
already contributed. M ay we again remind com
rades that our appeal was for £200 to meet the 
legal costs in our comrade’s case. AD contribu
tions should be sent to the FREEDOM  PRESS,
2 7 , Belsize Road, London, N .W .6 . and clearly  
marked “For T.W .B. Defence Fund” .

1st L IS T  OF C O N TRIBU TO RS.
Leeds: M .F. 9 /- ;  Stroud: S X J t  3A; London 
J.H . £4; Glasgow: Anarchist Federation *10 
Wimbledon: E .M . £5; London : V.K. £2, 
Anon: £1; London: V.T. (per V.R.) £2—  
T otal —  £24 12s. Od.
fu b lla A e d  b y  F reed om  Free*, 37 f ia l s l s *  l l o a d .  U t t h o ,  K .w T g
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